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The Preface to theReader. 


I Had more Objeftions in my own thoughts to the ſending forth \this Þ aper ; 


_ ther way I might beexcuſed from ſaying onght of it here. But ſomewhat 
dered the ſore fndgment wherewith 


o.part 


mong the People, iu the time when Ninevch was threatned with deſtr uſt 
 SwensnaC atalogue of: thoſe fins they were guiltic of, the ren odd, of i 2253 


ron{d onlic prevent their Rnint , I am perſwaded his endeavours,w 
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confidentlie expett the [ame, if enr Faſting and Prayers. be not onlie for 

faſpion-ſake, but 24.9008 tarnift i ther | 3G 
T wo great miſcarriages moreover 1 was prone to fear the moſt would be 
gniltic of, which I have efpeciallic conſulted againft. The firſt , of, being 
ſwallowed up ſo much with a ſenſe of their Suffering, ag to be indifpo a for 
* Hll profitable Refietions , and therefore Fain worcta” 1 turn wells oper and 
' thoughts from off 1h4s, to the ſin that bronfht it , ant harfe rthew 'ehbic fo 
- confrder Yhe former, fo munch x to informthemſebves wart eltariie of \thei 
%ilof thelarter. Ob what Ot-cyjes We #ihy hear ap wd dos whe va 
ah} Thee PR Wethgf0 toe ahorhes') 


*f21l rimes theſe are ! So ma | | 
"rhe Plagne got to thu Town, and thento that!" All Tradpif, ue Well uf 
"Perſons, deal and gone.! But were People formerly thas affetted, ww WR 
-were bringhtig this upon onr ſelves ? Did they ery ont then, Oh how- "nit 
T houſand Oaths are ſworn in a peek? Avda holy mani Lyes roll How 
manie Then Drink, and how mavie commir Lewant(1? Had wt bal 
'79zrhlie Bills of ſrich Sins broaght in;thty #owld far have exceedetfiehe Jar « 
'veſt $S1ms that evry yet the Mortalitie made. But alas! theſe With tht 
moſt were light matters.. Not half ſo mantie groans and tears for theſe, nor- 
anie ſuch complaints of them, nor aid the confiderxtion of them Wake anie 
ſenſuble alteration among 14. * Now this 1 won!dfain obrain, ro have theſe 
dayes thought 2s with worſe than theſe , awd theſe ations at "muth wor [t 
chan theſe [4fferid+, a3 the Diſeaſe is worſe than Phyſick; "unit a Child 
diſobedience to his Parents, worſe than his heing Whip't : Andht that fon! 
weep ont of pitie tothe Child, when. he ſees it laſh't , and yet conl@ be coment 
to hear him revile and abuſe 7 father, 1 ſhonld thivk;to be to 'of. ord 
'Fundneſt, that Diſcretion ; a#4 for hid tobe moye concerma for the Childs 
Smart, thai the. Parepts Hivioy a} wes bir to have 80 erarlove for either. 
''- Anda here by the way let <9 aution, viz, That no, mii brWyay_/0 
mach follie as te argue, T hat becauſe in mercie Gol may abate* and Sem? 
his heavy Tudgmitnts, before manit, or yerhaps any of theſe fins Thave men- 
tioned are put aWay from amoneſt us ; ani _ we may have onr former 

#ch Reformation of Þbſorvlers 
as Tbave exhorttd to, that therefort our $5 epings Werendt intengetdits cha - 
Piſe us for thoſe fins, nor to brit us tothis Reformation. © v 4- 


* 4 


to this Reformation. Tf thou be as + 
theiFt or Infdel that makeſ# this Argument who believe not there's aGod, 
or that he toncerns not himſelf with our Aﬀairs, but that all this + cbme by 
Natereor Chance, or Fhyow nit what, T [Ball they lexur thet to'rtchtve, [a> 
rifaftion "( if auhing ſooner willgrueit ) there, where all ſuch 2 FhoW 
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that it hag 1 _ or their ant Jus the reſet «le oa rune ant Fax 
axd /o flift it off - to this _—_ Party, whons they would bave puniſh's, had 
they been.in Gods flead. Such 4 frong {etf-loye there is in everie man, th 
his fancie fuſes God yeriemuch in «;likene(c $0. himſelf, Even Geol 
ſinners, P{al.-59.'21, thought Gad ſuch an one as them(clves. 
ſequent/ic they account themſelves, aud all their ng or was dear Gag 
azd {6 would interpret all his Providences j in favour of them, to right their 
quarrel and to avenge them'of their enemies ;. for thus wonld they preſcribe 
God, awight they pay call d ta bucounlel. All "world fam carrie it that God 
is of their Partic,aud againſt thoſe. yylomchey.are ageintt.; everis man will 
be mare inclined tq accuſe others, than hin{clf - N oo ICE oft. Fats 
out, that they who eve eodiel we fwcoll he fof a2. y 
of it, that they'] rather axcuſe the coutrarie yertats;) aud [0 api {elf 
may ſometimes bear the blame, or however the maſt alit ] 

wen. The Pillars of ahve ſwine are Pay: 


which whilſt ſame men blind ar A A by dds heir han Dots ” 
they are about ts d» themſelves people with whom.t are the ſame \ of 
wo y who were the Salt | b 5 


conrteſic that Sampſon did to TAY, of 3 Philiſftine Lords: 
80 [auaNr A carr my Werl4s 1 Were #660mnted the fith ad 0 TOR of all 
| | Me 


Bo The Preface to the Reader, CRF, 
things. Abab will ſooner count Elijab that himſelf, a tronbler of "Uraet. 
And when anie wiſchicf befalls the Emipive, then” the poor Chriſtians moſt 
be thrown to the Lyens. Tun 1 fear anioty ft is, mratite bitter cond \g 
ſerved cenſure: will be poſt bj cne agamſt averher, whith artut"ſin have 
done my beft.to conſult againFt, whilſt 1 have chieflie lebtored to vhs eve 
ric man tea refiftion ven himſelf ,  whil'ft Thave findicd faithfallie to + 
deal, beth to this man and that, bs ſhare in procyring our miſeries;, and 
whit 1 have made the Diviſins and Parties that are among ft "na-which 
orcafien this Cenſorics ſnefs, we great caxſe of vr Sufferin Ss. Hiwever 
one or other may interpret what 1 have done, Tam pretnie indifferent 4; enly 7 
hope 1 have ſaid nothing , which need make anie man preſentlie fall a confu- 
ting me, which, Ile premiſe you, it s an hard thing intheſe dayes to" eſcape; - 
ſay What you will, *tis againſt Sin onlie 1 have a quarril: Tf any gniltie 
perſon ( as the Phariſees when Chrift preacl/t ) ſhall think 7 mean-hins;, 
tet bim once again know, T hat it 15 not againſt Small or Great, bitt the Sins 
of All, that [am entered into the Lifts ; and 1 bepe they'l rather ſet to for- 
ſake, than vindicate them. But sf otherwiſe, if leave may be gramed,, T 
dare undertake to evidence, That Sins that mhich brings Suffering , and 
that thoſe things 1 bave mentioned as the ſins of cur Naticy, are indeed ſuch. 
Yea, pd if it be wot thought In modeſtie to foreſtall the Readers judgment;1 


* k.4 


dare add, That Thave ſpoken verie great Truth and mips tho wittters 


_ micſt liable th Exception notwithſtanding all the weakneſſes and diſadVinta: 
ges in the repreſenting, which ] readjlie acknewledge tobe manie and pre 
But I have alzeadje exceeded the due brunds of a Preface, wher fore to 
conclude, Let attcenſure as they ſhall find meet \, only let 'me make «ſoles 
Profeſſion (which ts the more credible frem tne, Who hath no great reaſon to 
exfett to cut-live the General Deſolaticn) that, ſo far as 1 hnew my own 
heart, 1have ſpoke nothing with a deſign to exaſperate any, er to humur and 
gratifie one Fatlicn,by diſgracing or imveighing againſt another, but it hath 
been my care to ſpeak the very trnth, according to the infallible Weird of Ged,, 
and the tleardft apprebenſiensof my own' Soul; with an anfeigned deſire to 
diſcover what indeed thoſe ſins are; Wwhith Re I ſmart for, that the 
inconfoederate and ignorant may be informed, the gwiltie humbled wickedn(s 
rooted out, God appeaſed, and all-our mercies, beth Sfiritual and temperal, 
reſtored and continued ,. and theſe deſigns ſhall be fellewed with my prayers 
{ and 1 hope with rhine too that read'ſt me ) but hyw far the ſucceſs may 
' anſWer either, 1 mt leave tothe Readers improvement of ,and Gods bleſſing 
. pon my Well-nended, thaugh weak endeavours. © OOTS os 0 


Thine in the Service of the Golpe),. 
* M. M. 
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if ; hi be in the Land « Famine , If there be p efilence; Blaſt 
ing , Mildew, Locuft, or if there be Caterpillar : 7 ae their Ene- 
beſiege them inthe Land of their Cities, whatſoever Fant, 
what oever Pc eſſe there he.- Fa ps 
What Prayer an Supplication ſoever be made by 4 was, 
thy People Iſrael, which ſhall know every mas $6 Pla are his 
own heart, and ſpread forth his hands towards this Houſe 
T hen hear thou in Heaven thy dwelling place, and rung 
give to every man according to his ways, whoſe h 
C for thon,even thou only knoweſt the hearts j 


and do and 


ite H Egood and gracious God, che Ruler ind Gorernenratthe 
* RS world; and the diſpoſer of all eyents,: | 
TEM in vain; and thereforebath madeic rhe duty of 
SY ” men wiſely to weigl-and confider of his Providences, and to 
> * learniInſtruftionsthence; as well as from the Revelations of 
his mind i in his written: Word; Aficah 6. 9. We. are bid to hear the Rod. 
And though iawthe bounteous diſpenſations of hijsfavours; wecanaiGgn no. 
higher cauſe than his own meer prace and good Will; whictis accompliſh't; 
in the doing good to bis Creatures, Yet in che infliting of Jud which 
is his ſtrange work, we may befureto find ſomething'our -of himſelf- mo-. 
ving him tot. Ir cannot be well:conreived own mag{ſhould ever be the 
ſubje& of pain orſorrow, did norfigrender himpaſſible, and:open alway: 
for the Sword to enter his bowels; and'give it-that/ edge and: force whic 
cauſethirto pierce the deeper,” and ©0)wound \more ſenſibly. -' Now as a 
diſtemper which ariſeth from a Surfet,” is ro be look*rat only as an effet of 
Intemperance, \and isnot'to bequarrell'd at, buttlie cauſe of it to be blam'd; 
_ andas the Chyrurgions ſearching intothe fellered place is not a wound, bur. 
a diſcovery of the depth of theiſfore;in order-co its cure:;.ſo are-the:judg-: 
ments which God ſends 0n1a People only to beregarded : as the Symptomes. 
of, and meansto cure that diſorder, andddifie (within our ſelves, 
which doth as it were naturally produce ſuch fufferings. t:is not the: brozk-!. 
ing forth of ſome inward-diſtemper, me is our ſicknefle-it-ſ6{f; but: 'cis: 
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| ſelvesin theirgdetivetance ;/ this:is' butylike a vehome: which mayp| 


| AJ 
rather the effe& of it. The ſpots diſcernable uponthe infeRed, arenot the 
Plagiud\but the Tokens. . Thus are we to'iccount themoſt grievous'things 
chat lighrupon ns, butasthe manifeſtations ard fruics of fomething- worſe, 
within us. Now look when-men by. outwatdfignes.'find out thoſe ill, hu- 
mours that lodge within them, they labour not ſo much to repreſle the 
out-ſide ſore, as to correct and remove the inwardeaufe. He that when che 
Porcomes Out upon, a child, would drive them in, ſha!l Hut make ſure and 
haften his deaih , but rather will the. wiſe Phyftian, preſcribe _means' for 
their kindly cotning forth and ripening, that by: thettithe corrupt humours 
miy be vented and vanifh' He thar is trondle& with\hexs ahd fAluſhings, 
ariſing from his Liver, would but play the foot co; tay.pleilters'20 himdclf 
buc will racker rake Phyſick charm :y inwardly parge-bim; Even: thus: alfo 
fuffering having its bixch and nouriſhment from fin, the way for the redreſs 
of that is che remoyalof this... And by:no ocher means can a kindly cure be 
effeRted, Indeed ſomerimes an.affiiQion may becakenoff in greater wrach, 
thenit was laid 0n, when people {v revolt, thir God will tnke tHeth' no 
more, Biir Gecatife they art joyneUro' heir Idols? twilfler them aſone ; bur 
this is but che making way for ſorer judginencs rofollow, And thus'will ic 
be whereſo&ter we are taken from under the Rod, before we are broughe 
ender cheyoke..: If outward ſufferings turn co hardnefſc of heaggagdalpe- 
fate is theraſe:ofſuch'a. people br perſon however they mayappianl RR 


teave's finger or hand, but irikes vpto the hearr : this is but a skinitatiÞ; bver - 
the ſore which wilt wrankle beyond the poli billey:of a:cure; Ir is bubakitd 
of lightring before death, che ſureſt forerunner avd ſaddeſt preſape,; thac 
f our happineſs is giving up the ghoſt and depardng: from-us, : /Now! we 
muſt aeds acknowledge it. infinite mercy. andgoodrefſein our God, when 
we haveredoc't bur ſelves to ſuch a dangerous eltate by fin; any way.'to-thſ- 
cover ittous, thoughby ſharp and ſmarting means, ſo chat, theſe: prevent: 
our final ruine. - OhghatT couldinculcare this into my own, and the Rea- 
ders ſoul, that befofe wefelr any you we lodg'd within us;a greates. evil; 
and that what we now feel proceeds ftom tlie hand of love, if we-are wiſe 
co improve ic.. / Poor man, thou crieſt out of poverty, lofſe of Relations, 
ſicknefſe andp2in, but didit/thon not know it ?; Thou carriedſt theſe, yea; 


and worſethan all cheſe about thee before, when yet thou could'ſ-go-up 


and down quietly enough and never complain. Couldſt thounot ſwear, tbe 


drunk; cormitlewdnefle; over-reach, defraud, and oppreſ; a brother, pro- 
- fanectie Lords'day; \neglect the worſhip of Godboth in pu 


lick: and: pri- 
vate; wake « jeſt of Scriprure, and chock ar holinefſe, and icorn, and deride; 
hate, 'and perſecute the moſt ſerious Chriſtians? ! heſ-, theſe, oh-ſenſleſſs 
ſinner; werethy-ſickneſſe and miſery ; theſe conceived and: bore _ in 


(3) 
their bowels, {that forcow which: fince they have brought forth.  Siry 
goes dig with all the moſt dreadful Evils in the world , even Hell it ſelf is 
1ts nartral off-ſpring. Bur alas thou felrſt noturt, no ſmarrinall this, Thow 
could{tgrieve che Spirit of God, and trample under foot thy Redecmers 


Blood, and run freſh Spearsinto his ſide, and'nails irico his hands and feer, 
and yer never orice inany:ſober ſadnefſe reflect upon rby ſelf, and ſay, Whac 
have I done? Thy fin'was thy pleaſure, chy ſport, thy trade; fo fweer, fo 
proficable, that thou thoughteli 3t as deaf to rhee, as. thy life it ſelf, and 
couldit never believe chouwa's doing thy ſelf ſo much riſchie!;;whilethon 
was'c pleaſing thy fleſh; or filling thy parſe. How hard a task' had benn- 
dertook,' that would :have/gone about then to have conyinc't theertarehy 
moſt delightful painful fins, wereindeed thy wounds, thy loſſes,  and:would 
be thy undoing.?: And yecthus it was, He that is ſwallowing down poiſon 
becauſe irs ſweet, or wrapt upin gildedpills, is chenpoifoning himſelf even 
whillt the fweetneſſeisinhismourh;and his palace is pleaſed with rhe reliſh 
chough perhaps he may therflaugh'at bim,>thar cries oar iris poiſon;: and 
bids him therefore as he loves his life, - rH» out: What: ſhall you perfwade 
him that can be hurcfal, whoſe caſte is ſo pleaſunt? Bur even he bimſelf when 
he feelsit burn his heart, and gripe his bowels, and corture his inward parts, 
willthen cry out heis poiſoned, and roar out'inche anguiſh and hitrer ror- 
ment which he feels, /but all chis his pain is but rhe working of that poiſon 
which then became morcal, whilſt iewent'down fo pleaſantly. You may 
hear people when in ſufferings, make ſad complaints and lamentations;' that 
would even melt ones heart to hear them : Then they can cry” our, oli my 
my wife, or husband, or child 1s dead'! What ſhall I do How can't bear 
ir? -Oh'whx courſe ſhall take to get bread, for my' ſelf' and Tamily > cry 
the poor, what muſtwe ſtarve for wint of relief? Oh how doletut igour 
caſe | 'And they that are under ficknefſe,;andſtrook with the viſible hand of 
God, how do their hearts fink within them- like a ſtone > How-pale and 
ghaſtly do their looks of a ſudden become ? Now they are even at their wits 
end, oh any thing, any thing for help> Wha piteons moans-now! they can 
mike ! oh heir head, 'their hearr, cheir back Now with- whar-aftogiths 
hey every moment expeR-t6 PRI: ? 
eftthe-flark 


ments and horrors, d0't 1OMeiit E 
wich what amazing fears, what'darKiarif{>diſhnal app! w of the: ſtact 
they are entering 'upoh are they nowTel#'d® what paſſionate ourecries 
may you hear fromrhem 2 whit mbPthey! Bye; Ts cheve no remedy ?:no | 
hope? Muſt theythewldave BewbHd ctheytayetord fo much; and lividin 
 iblong? | hy mma oo charrhouſes, and 
lands, their fports and merriments . atid anal trading; andailforevert Oh 
that ever they ſhould be born to ſeeſuchaday!Thar their diwellings ſhoutd 
be withinthe reach of the Comagion! That this dreadful death: of all 0. 
E120 £ B 2 - thers 
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(4) pe nd vr MY 
thers ſhould befallthem | That they ſhould: be left chos: deſolare and fort 
 lorn, forſaken of all, abandoned of their neareſt relations, in this time of 
their greateſt extremicy,when they moſt need ſuccour and comfort! Thou- 
ſands ſuch hearty groanings, and bitrer wailings may you hear : bur had 
you come in amongſt theſe people, a few days ſince, oh whar quite, other 
kind of -men were they ! How jolly and ſecure, following their pleaſures or 
buſineſſe; and would it's like have l:ugit at him that ſhould have told them 
of a death ſo near, -or of the Judgtnenc that follows after. * How few, alas! 
how very few.ſhould you have thet found amongſt chem, who did at any 
time cry.out, oh blind mind char is fo ignorant of: God'! Oh: zarnal: hearc 
that is foavyerſe from his Laws! Oh how unevenly do4 walk! Baſe trea- 
cherous wretch that I am, thus to depart from God ! Vile and unthankful 
creature, thar ever ſhould offend a God of ſuch mercyandlove | Ohthar 
I was delivered from the power of no fr the: temptations of Satan, aud 
all the diſeaſes of my ſoul | Alas! inſtead of ſuch wp ey -asthis, 
you 6 or from the moſt haye heard, ſwearing and curſing, -idle fongs; fil- 
thy and ribbild ſpeeches, or at the beſt, frothy, fooliſh, or worldly unprofi- 
cable diſcourſe. Poor ſtupid ſinner then thou waſt ſtabbing anddeſtroyin 
thy ſelf, then thou waſt ſeiz'd wich che moſt deadly InfeRtion. © Then ha 
it been nouncharitablenefle, nor abſurdity to have ſera Lord have Mer 
upon.me, in Capital Letterson thy forebiead , yea, wiſe and: holy men ſaw 
it therein that wickedneſs that broke outin thy life, and lookt on-thee as fit- 
ter for a Peſthouſe, than converſe, as one not to beaccompanied-with, ex. 
ceptin order to thy Recovery. Now muſt we not all in general fay, thac 
it us tender;compaſſioſzin the great BenefaRour to mankind, thathe will fo 
farre concern himſ-lf, with us in our miſerable eſtate, as by any meansco a- 
wakenusto a ſenſe of it, whilſt there is any poſlibilicy of a:Cure * Sortiſh 
wretches,chat meaſureall events by their correſpondencyto fleſh and blood, 
will not believe there can be love in ſuch ſore AfiQtions. They to: whom 
. Sin was ſweet, will hardly be brought to like well of thoſe potions, which 
are adminiſtredon purpoſe to make it bitter, How will they loath the phy. 
fick, wholove theirverySickneſſe ? Bur all whoſe eyes God-ſhall open by 
his Providences, will ſee abundanc cauſe to bleſſe, and praiſs: him ;for-his 
- Love, \in working them to atimely apprehenfion of thar, whictrotherwiſe 

had been their ruine. - Tell me-man, Isit not a wonderful mercy to:be- a- 
 wakened on this ſide Hell, ler the means 45 $1%ee they will 7 If-thy. preſenc 
ſmart makes'thee judge orherwiſe, -eouldit.thoy but cometo the ſpeech of 
thoſe undone fouls whoſe hopes are periſht. for ever, they would ſoon fa- 
tisfie thee that every thing is tenderneſle, and very great merey that comes 
to diſcover Sin, and preventeverlaſting miſery, Oh lay this to heart in 
time rnan,and ſtay not too long,till feeling give thee a too clear and undeni- 


able 


” - . 
” 


| becauſe thy Trading's' gone,” thy Friends dead, or thy'Self in danger-of 

Death, wad lookſt got oor thee to find our; indbeafſeted with greater 
Evilsthan all theſe, and ſoto eſcape muctigreater Sufferings' than yer thou 
haſt felt) *tis buc a little while before thou-ſhal week roar gy to 
thy very ſoul, which will make thee acknowledge what 1 now'fay; Oh ther; 
when thou findeſt 'thy ſelf under the vials of divine yengeance, and" hiſt 
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 abledemonſtration ofthis Triith. 1fnow thovuerieſt out thou art undone; © 


taken up thy reſidence amongſtthe Devils and damned Ghoſts in themidſi 


of the burning Lake, whar flight inconſiderable things not worth the men- 
tioning will all the-miſeries thou underwemft -in thy! life-time appear to 
thee 3; What defirable'-chings wull the- moſt pinching Poverty, the moſt 
prievousPainthenifeem, compar'd ro whatthou wilt endure > What very 
crifles, meet flea-birings wilt thou then judge Famines, Plagues, and heavi- 
eſt Judgments chatcan light upon men whilſt i-che body?2Oh whar wouldit 
thou then give to'he wherethou walt, whenthou thoughteſ thy (elf at the 
wotft ZAnd would ttiou entertain ſuch a ſtare-with joy ard :rhavkfulneſs. 


be caſt into ? Thenthou wile confeſs, that'to be Shut up fromthe Sociery of 
Men,harh nothing of dolefulneſs init, compar*d to hy being Shut ap under 


the burning wrach'of anunreconciled God! Then at length; whettier'thou 
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ever - 
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ver-hefell thee. Would any manthar bathynorloſt his wits, - as well ashis 
graticude, take itull trom his neighbour that: ſhould waken him oucof his . 
tweet ſleep,whenthe houſe is. on fre over his ears, yea, thopgh be pinch 
and beat him black and blue that he may ſpeedily rouze him Now-trom 
all l have faid chen, I would gather, That che.heavy.hand of God upon a Nas 
cicn,- 4s it is laid on for fin, {0 for the moſt part not meerly for pyniſhment 
and deſtruQion,- bug to diſcover to us the evil of our doings, 'thatthey may 
2 repented of, and put away.- And ſo therejs much mercy in the midſt of 

theſe Judgments,it they. be,improv'd to thoſe eads to which their nature is 
tiergd 4or, and which we are commanded to make of-chem,. The. greacelt 
ofYpe Calamities cro.chole that, remain, gre; but, like! the ſounding of a 
Trumpet, the giving an Alarm,the ſhagting off a ;Warning-piece;tthe hang- 
ing: forth 9f a white Flag, and allſpeak co this purpoſe, That though the 
Sins of a Nation have beenexceeding great agd. provoking, whereby ;the 
Anger of: the moſt holy God isjultly kipgledagainit chem, whichhe ſcods 
theſe his Jadgments coteſtjfic, 'thatiyer he ;is, wilhng:; copur .vp;.all former 
affronts that hgvecheen offcced,. if, now.at lehgth they willhecome. 4 retor- 
med People, ' and,with dereſtationof theix.ſins'rurn. trom-tbem unto) God 
and his holy Ways; butif not, that his anger ſhall. nox be turned away, buc 
his hand'ſtrexched, our {hill, tit he. hach made a fwll;end-of ebem,, and will 
follow theta with; jadgmentafrer judgmewyaillthey,are caſ} into the lowelt 
hell,. $o that you-ſee plainlytbe: Reg, bark avoice,,and'.is. a-kind! of 'Ser+ 
mon, hut comes nearer £0 the, ſenſe,” and'will force an- obſervance. more 
thaw meer” scoulddo. | We could: chuſe-whether. we would read a 
Bible-or:good Book, pr. regard a Maniſter or: godly. Neighbour, giving us 
this very Leſſan as plaiuly;butin 8 more gentic manner... We. could op 
our ears, orturn our backs; or Barden our hearts. againit-all: che moſt. a- 
wakening, ſtartling Truchs-2\ We could: makeja piſh of the'moſtidreadtul 
threatnings in the Book. of God,denounc't againſt thoſe very (ins we com> 
mitted; we could laugh at our Teachers and Reprovers, , and ſcota at-ghe 
offers.of their love for. our recovery... And when-wer were dunk inco. ſugh 
a deplorablejeſtare, wanting nothing of dallnghead-long inch Hell; bur the 
withdrawing of that -mjracylous; patience; whkehnkept! us: Out; every, mo- 
ment, thenin infinice mercy did pur Ged;:who:hkea wiſe-Phyſician, ſajts 
his. potions cothe nature of-rhe diſeafe,and:temiper. of his Patients,. make 
bare bis Arm, and reveal himſelf ,and-his pleaſuse 50.05, ina_way molt Jiker 
5 nog if we who yet.furvige;beinotobliinately bent upppour own 
acion,, Let usnertlien ngrmpbortepihe-: for-if our, diſeaſe be grown | 
to ſuch, an height, that withot Riranger medicines it would, be our deach, 
Is it not all the reaſon ih the world tht we ſhould fubmic to: thoſe; preſcri 
prions which are proportion'd to it 2: Whoever thou art that ſuffe 
13y5 | 
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tkaſbteafon co:be content, foritsthy: dei hon might have Tearkned 
in time to the plain Word of 'God;and ſorhave eſcap'r this ſeyerer diſcipline. 
Thowwho'walt wiltally deaf roi the {till-yoice; Tit norof thy [elf that” a 
Meſſige is delivered'co thee in fachiverrible chundrings 7 1f thou. had not 
clos'd thy eyes againfbrhegentleligbr,they had never been ſoforciblybel{ 
open by the hand of God;ro ſee thoſerhingswhich are as Cleat 45/theNoon- 
daysSuti, - If the Word' of God had-ſunk/inco thy! ſouf, thou hadſt nor- 
chus felt his arrows in thy fleſh;nor been taughtthus with briars and thorns, 
like them, 7»4g. 8. 16, /God delights not in the ſmarting and' raaritis-of 
his creatures; bur yer he char hachibidden Purents by. clie-rod6f correQipn 
ro drive outthe follythar is bobnd npinthe teartoF/a;Childſo he [0yes the 
ſons of men,chathe will nor ſpare His rod when itmiay (aid if it be nor mens 
own'faulr, will)  conduce to their advantage. '; When there"is no way- but 
eicher thegangren'd member, or chelife muſt go, who would noc:loſe that, 
ro fave this ? Still then here is mercy : Afidtions? Beſfidenthe! frightfil 
noiſe,have a'clear ſenſe atid meariing; beſide thetiear rhar ſrortheth;! they 
haveiar-ioformiogs liphe. 'Godmightin@tnomenttihieſhacethee front 
Earth to Hell, and there haye'comrict thee in ſiick'a manner” as leaves no 
room for thy Reformition, whenas now he' hath'tiken away thy Neigh- 
bour;. and bur-chrearned chee wirtideath, and afforded: thee fohne breath... * 
in>-rime for chy preparatioh;!and forthe prevencion' of theendlefsdearty 
Thou who arc reading theſe lines, 'mighref{ tnye- been thei firlt'ut whom 
God had levet'd his irrows; thou' migliteſthaye been” ſiacch't out of the 
World ſuddenly, without any other warring than the Word: had given . 
thee, air may have hapnedts'others, / But ſince'it harti nor- thus befaln 
thee, whatever thou maiſHfeeloffear further; thou canftriorbutacknows- 
ledge God trears thee very graciouſly,» Whit rhow' arr ot rhisſide Hell, 
chou miſt learn mitch by theſevereſt Diſpenſatioris;, and thoughthis ſeem 
a cutting; pietcing way- of teaching, yetis it (as1\faid before): beſt ſuired 
ro thy dulneſs and ſenſſeſsnefs, and moſt likely to prevail with thee, as not 
needing ſo much the paitis 6f '# particular *Applieation to'rhyſelf, which 
rhou wouldſt nor be brought 1&6 iri the hearing of the moſt ſearching: Ser- 
mons.. *Twas bur forgetting thei, and'there was-anend'of all;” burnow 
God ſpeaks words which'may be felt, that' ſhall ſtick longer by thee; :and 
upon which he will keep thy moſt ſerious thoughts whether thou wite' or 
no, - Tedid require indeed:deep and frequent-conffderation to convince 
chiy ſelf of 'thy ToſFundorieeſtre by rexſon'@f fin;! whilſt thou waſt fwim< 
ming it-plerity arid proſperity; andcouldlt bid thy fouttakeits eaſe: Alas'l 
what was it to hear of the wrach of God; a never-dyitig worm, ati un- 
venchable fire, whilſt men ſt all well with themſelves; and lookt upon 
hoſe-yery ſins aseſſemtia! cortheir happineſs, which the Word repreſenced 
| as 
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as their miſery ? They were not 5} FOOT very:i--of then whilſt 
they perceiv'd no hurt-they did them ; but now when God ſhall manifeſt 


cal Knowledge, not reſting in meer conviction, is evident from the 


his hatred ( and conſequently the evil ) of ſin by demonſtrations reaching 
ro the yery bone, he that groans under theſe loads, may very readily infer , 


thatſurely ſinis anexceeding preat evil, which pulls down ſuch Judgments. 


from a compaſſionate God: which yet atthe higheſt, are burifoterunners 


- of infinitely. worſe to follow, eveneverlaſting deſtruction fromthe preſence 


of the Lord without timely Repentance; And when thou haſt ſofar made 


advantage of thy afflictions, asthence to inform thy ſelf of the eyil of fin _. 


in general, andof-thy particularſia; to;know that fin,is a Plague, and to 
know whatis the Plague of thy awn heart, then thou artina very fair way 
towards deliverance and healing.'.- And:this is made evident to us by the 
words of Solomon which we propounded ar the beginning, which Iintend 
not particularly to inſiſt on, but ro make them the foundation of a more 
general-and laxe Diſcourſe... - +, 3 y 
. The lmport of them ſeems to bethis, ,That any man. under any Cala- 
mity whatever, that ſhould be ſenſible of che Sin that procuredit; and be- 
take himſelf ro God, by Prayer and true Repentance, for- him the wiſe 
man Prays; that he may have audience and Mercy. For ſuch a man is fit 
ro have + * plaiſter taken off his ſore, on whom it hath had a kindly: influ- 
ence, anſwerable tothe end whereunto.God ſen, it ; namely; to ſhew his 
Sin, humble him'for; and turn him from itz, 4 
Twothings on the By only, I ſhall bint from theſe words, 
I. That we may very well turn-this Prayer of So/omer'”s into a Promiſe, 


. andconclude that what he bep'd of God, and, thac with a particular Refe- 


rence to the Children of 7/rac/, ſhall be granted to every' man, in any place 
performing the Conditions here deſcribed. ', - _ 2 {9 

2. Note,that under the work K»ow,is compriz'd the whole performance 
of all that is requiredin other places of Scripture, in order tothe obtaining of 
the pardon of Sin, and the removal of thoſe Jadgments which it had pro- 
cured. There is nothing more common. .in holy Wric, than the making. 
words of Knowledpe, incluſive of the affeRtions. and practice alſo. To 
know. God, frequently comprehends ourwhople duty to him; for oar know- 
aw of 'him being the beginning and ground-work of all other Duties, 
and producing them where it is inclearneſſe and power, may very well be 
pur for all. According toghisis-our Engliſh Phraſe, 1'le make you know 
your Superiours, that is, perform your duty tothem. So hereto know the 
Plagne of our own heart (by which is meant Sin, the diſeaſe of the Soul. )is 
as much asto be conyinc't of it, to ſee irs Odiouſneſle, to be lively humbled 


for, and ſincerely reſolved to forſake it. That it muſt bea working "a 
orego- 
- ang 
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 ingwords, which mentionthe Pra LE eg from thoſe who know the- 
| Pharm of their own Hearts , the ſame alſo follows, awd read forth their 
hands to this owe ;" that is, make their addreſſes to God, with. ſome. kind 
of particular Reference to the' Temple, where'he' did in a more ſpecial 
manner reſide-and manifeſt himſelf ; and thus Dvie/ in captivity opened 
his window toward fernſalem, Dar. 6.10, Now he that ſhould thus come 
to God ; what isit for ? Not only for deliverance, butalfoto confeſſe ſin, 
the cauſe of his miſery; and if ſo, then muſt he be truly grieved for his 
provocations of the moſt holy God, and this could not be” without promi- 
ſes, and purpoſes of a Reformation. I t 
Now1I need not ſtand to prove what I before mentioned, that whoever is 
thus affeed ſhall, if not be freed from the temporal AMidtion: he lies nn- 
der, yet, beſecured from the hurr'$f ic, and have greater bleſſings beſtoyy- 
ed; this, I ſay, I need nor ſtand toÞþrove, the Scripture being everywhere 
ſofullof Examples and Promiſesthat demonſtrate ir. And indeedit is fully 
evidenC'tin'the very tenour of the Covenant of Grace, which aſſures Par- 
don, and Salvation, and all things truly good for us, uponthe Condition of 
our coming to, and receiving Chriſt, which none can do, but they who are 
ſenſible of their need of him, . who have ſeenthe evil of ſin, both as to its 
nature andeffeQs, and are deffrous to be delivered fromthe guilc, and pol. 
lution ; and this ſenſe of fin, and averfion from itin heart and life, is crue 
| Repentance, and upon condition of this it was that S«/omer: pray'd for, and 
God frequehtly Promiſeth Mercy, and partieularly ſee his anſwer to this 
very Prayer, and the Promiſe he made to grantit, 2 Chro»:7. 13,14; . 
Wherever then the Judgmentsof God, are more wut Inflicted on 
a People, it is aſign there are fome hainous tranſpreſſions which have de- 
ſerved them. If the Plague; or any ſuch Calamity ,ſeize a Nation, it ſpeaks 
this much, that there is.a Plague in the hearts of thatPeople, ſome ſuch 
wickedneſſe which provok*d God, to pour out his Wrath uponthem. Sin 
is as the body, fuffering uſually as the ſhadow that attendsir; the one isas 
fixe, the other as ſmoak that proceeds from it. "Wherefore by the putting 
away of fin-only, can we eſcapethe threatned wrath, or reſcue our ſelves 
out of that we feel. This is very plain, if the knowledge and remoyal. of 
the Plague of our hearts, conduce to our Recovery, then, our being ſeiz'd 
with it was our miſery : and thereforethe Cauſe being removed,the Effe& 
will follow. If the entertainment of Shebainto Abel, bring Zoab and an 
Army agaifſt it, then to deliver him to them is the only way to procure 
their departure, ' 2 Sam. 20. , 
Theſe ſeveral Truths then are plain, and the words we have taken no- 


tice of naturally afford them. - -» rs 
- 4." ThatGodis the Supream —— of all the Sufſerings mes 
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der. 1s there Evil in a City, (of AmiSion thatis) ad bath not he dove-it ? 


2. Itis for the Sinof a People, that God laystheſe ſufferings upoathem. 

3. Ir.is a moſt proper ſeaſonable Duty, in times: of ſuch, Calamity, to 
make enquiry into our wayes, that we may diſcover what is moſt likely co 
be the Cauſe ; What is chat Achan that trouble us ? This is the great thing 


: Whereof wearecall'd inthe Gy of —_— to conſider, and accordingly, 


the moſt of my buſineſs in my following Diicourſe, ſhall be the praRice of 
this DireQion:forlT ſhall not particularlyhandle any of theſe Obſervations. 
4. If we finding out ourfin,bewzil and abhor it, put it far-from us,and be- 
rake our ſelves to God for mercy and pardon,then will be hear in heaven and 
forgive, remove from us our Miferies, and reſtore his Loving-kindneſs. 
I ſhall only anſwer one Objection by the way, and ſo paſs ontowhat [ 
chiefly deſign. :Some may ſay, they have been fenſible of, and in fome 
meaſure humbled for ſin, and yet notwichſtanding,have been held under as 
ſharpand aslong ſufferings as others, - Here we: muſt diſtinguiſh ( 1 )ibe- 
twixt National and Perſonal Judgmeots ; (2 )betwixt the Ends and Rea- 
ſons why they are inflicted : ( 3 ) betwixt the Croſs and the Curſe of it. 
And fo ] anſwer. 
( 1.) Ifthe JTuogment be National, as Sword, Famine, Captivity, ſome 
great Mortality, and this ſent for a National common Sin;it cannot here be 


- expeced, that the Humiliation of ſome few particular Perſots ſhould aſ- 


ways ſerve for the averting ſuch Calamities. Nay, the Righteous them. * 
ſelves may beinvolved in them ; as 'we find there were many good Men 
carried captive with the reft into Baby/ov, amongſt which, were Danzel, 
and the thre: Children. Indeed ſometimes we read of one or more ſtand- 
ing inthe gap, and preventing a deluge of wrath, as 2foſes oft_did, bur 
there was then alſo ſorae kind of general Humiliation , 'for of the people, 
its ſaid, hen God ſlew, then they ſought him, Pal. 78.34. Andthough 
Atoſes prevailed thus far,that they might not utterly be deſtroyed, yer ve- 
ry ſore Judgments were frequently laid upon. them. - Noah deliver'd him- 
ſelf and Family only, notthe-old World. Zoe himſelf and Children, bur 
not Sodomand Gomorrah; though then God arranges condeſcended+ ro 
have ſpared them all for the ſake of Ten righteous Perſons, 'couſd they 

have been found amongſt them. Butat another time, ſo great and gene- 
ral were the Sins of the 7ews,That God tells this Prophet, Though Noah, $4- 
waecl,and Daniel werethere,they ſhould onlydeliver their own ſouls, Z zeb. 
14.14. Ordinarily,'tis an Humiliation in ſome competent meaſurepproporti- 
on'd to the ſin which muſt appeaſe the wrath .of God broke one -upon' a 


' people. When all Nineveh bad ſinned, and was threatned, it muſt be a gene- 


ral Repentance that could preyent the Executionof thoſe Threatnings. 
( 2) Though particular Perſons'may not by their Reformation procure 
, | : | | mercy. 


i FF. Y to 
mevy to:3wholeLand,. nor yet- free themſelves from the outward ftroak - 
ich lights uponthe Body of the Nation, yet ſhail not their liboug' be 
loſt;: bur God willhaye a ſpecial-eye to:them in the common Ruin , and 
what isin wrath'to others, ſhall bein love co them, They ſhall have &- 
ther ſuch/prefervation from; .or deliverance our of the' cemporal' Calami- 
ty; orfuch ſupportin, and advancage by it, that- they ſhall have abun- 
dant reaſon-to.acknowledpe,- that their. Repentance and Supplications were 
notin vain; Fear nor, poor Chriſtian, if thou be buta mourner in Zion, 
one-whole heart bleeds for thine own' and' others tranſgreſſions; though 
thy Dwelling:be in che midit of profane, rebellious Sinners, yet thou ſhalt not 
be loſtinacroud. Itis not the Oaths,and Blaſphemies, and Crying Sins ' of 
thoſe about thee, that ſhall drown thy prayets : buc God will hear, and 
one way or other. graciouſly anſwer them. If thy Soul, thy everlaſting 
Life be given:thee tor a prey (as a tempotal Life was- promiſed to Ebed- 
melech, Jer..39. 19; and to Barxch, Jer. 45-5 ) thou haſt ſure no*reaſon 
to.complaiti; Whar thongh' the ſame Diſeaſe, and Death ſeize thee, as- 
dothithem ?. It comesnot tor-the ſame Reaſon, norſhallit have the ſame 
effet. What though thou waſt carried in the ſame Ship with Traitors into 
another;Countrey, where they areto' be-execued, and thou advanc'd- to 
the higheſt Dignity, - was this any hurc tothee2 If Death take chee from - 
the preſſures of all ſorts, under which chow maiſtnow'groan;- and from 
the Evil ctocome; andcranſlate chee into the'-glorious Pteſerice and fulf? 
Fruition:'of 'che Ever-blefſed God, this is furs a different thing frofri being” 
ſnarch'caway from thy happineſs into the ſociety and torrijents of rhe De- 
viland his Angels, Wherefore thou haſt good reaſon to acknowledge Gods ' 


< Sing Whing mercy in thoſe his dealings with thee, which to ſenſe may be 
the fame wi 07 aL Ie meet wich" mi; headd'"alfo the ſpiritual -ad- 
vantages which accrue to the Godly by Afflictions ſanRifeed, but the othier 
contains this in it, :and much more. EEE 8 : 
( 3. ) Thy Afftictions' may perhaps be more- for Trial; than Puniſh- 
ment; ;and ſo may be continued, notwiſtanding thy endeavour to find out- 
andforſakefin; :butwhen they hivewrought that particular End for whieh- 
God ſentthem, theychalt be removed: ' Orithey may: befall thee for the' 
Cauſe of | Gbd, and a Teſtimony of agood*Confdience, andtherrthoutiaſt: 
morecauſe' to rejoyce in'thefn;- than impatieritly*ro ſeek their removal.” 
Whatever they be, ſee thou make this uſe of them, ro bemore dee; 


humbled for,. and fer againſt ſin, whicl# is reniotely at leaſt, the-c of. 
all Suffering; - andryUemenn thy ſelf patiently and fubmi ely tnder-ch& 
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mighty hand of God, andin hi daetitmeHewil ealphey/r 5 nn 
* It beingchenevidenr, Thertheknowledge of Sinisſo-reveſſary ro the 
removing the ticavy band of an offended a "from off vin «fiRed: Nati- 
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on, Surely, the great Work we are all call'd to in this day of our ſore Viſi- 
ration, is tO give all diligence to know why itis that God contendeth with 
us; and wherein we have incenſt him thus, to pour out bis wrath upon us ; 
that ſo we turning from our particular ſins, ke may turn away his anger, and 
comfort us; Andinorderto this, it is the duty of eyery one, who is an 
Inhabitant of the Land, in the firit place to call himſelf co. a ſtrict account, 
and impartially tolook into his heart, and review his life, and fee what he 
hath done towards the haſtening theſe Judgments upon us, and accordingly 
apply himſelf to God, ro do his utmoſt for their removal. Every man hath 
brought a faggot to the kindling of the Common flame, wherefore every 
man Calls bring his bucket ro quench it. And here let me warn. every 
ſoul to beware of a moſt dangerous tempration, wherewith its hke chey*l 
be aſſaulted, to wit, co think but very .meanly, and ſleightly of their own 
particular ſins, as if they had little or no influence, to the bringing on us 


ſuch grievous Calamities; and that partly out of ſelf-loye, which makes us 


very tender how we accuſe our ſelves, and ready to extenuate all our own ' 
faults; partly, becauſe we may yet be free from the ſmart, and therefore 
take but a cold ſuperficial view of our ſelves , and partly, becauſewhen we 
look uponthe evils in groſfſe under which the Nation lies, we can diſcern 
no proportion betwixt them, and our perſonal offences, and this comes 
much from our ignorance of the hainous tniture of the leaſt fin. © Now re- 
fie on thy ſelf, Reader, and tell me, Haſt thou not been very ready in the 
general to cry our, Thar 'tis for the ſins of the Nation we are now afflicted, 
and to flic out very bitterly againſt this party, or.that, this abuſe, and the 0. 
cher corruptionin Church or State, but in the -mean time, haſt been very 
backward, tochargeand accuſe thy ſelf, as thou oughteſt, as if thou waſt not 
a member ef this ſinful and Eng Nation, Let thy Conſcience '/an- 
fwer whether this hath not been thy way , and judge whether this 
be a juſt performance of thy duty. If every perſon thus ſhift ic from - | 


> himſelf , where will Repentance be found, and what's like to become of us? 


If there were an Army to go forth againſt the Enemy, and one perſon 

ſhould draw back, and fay, what can he do? He cannot: be mift*in ſuch a 

Multitude, nor can he do much againſt ſach a numerous force, and there-- 
fore deſires he may ſtay at home, and-another come, and uſe the ſame ex- 
cuſe, and ſoathird; andar length all chat have the fame reaſon, (which 

indeed every man may pretend to J what's like to become of the War > 

And yetalas1 how doth this ſenſelefls QbjeRion, generally prevail in the 

World, in a caſe fomewhar different from this, :z. : hindring that coura-- 
gious Zeal, and Induſtry, for the'/promoting of Religion, and for-the- de... 
. qrugtion of the Devils Kingdom, which beſeems every Member of Chriſt 
hat is liſted into his ſervice, by che Baptiſmal Covgnant, wherein be oe | 
£4 | ws | | enga | <> 


coura-- 
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engaged co fight under the Banner of Chriſt,” and that without putting] in 
his Condition, that he ſhould have good Roreof Company to joyn with, 
and back him : for without this he may come off a Conquerour. Bur yer 
now cries one, What canI do againſt an overflowing torrent of wickedneſs? 
what can I, a weak, and ſingle perſon do, for the advancement of Holineſs, 
againft a wicked raging mulritude? what canſt thon do ? why, chow canſt 
ſtrive and dye, canſt not? Bur what then, ſhall no-body do any thing, be- 
"cauſe every man is but one, and hath many difficulties'to encounter > Or 
wilt thou therefore do nothing, becauſe thou' canſt not expe a ſucceſle 
_ anſwerable to thy defires? Or may wenot joyn, and unite our ſtrength, 

- and all ſer toa ſhoulder, for the carrying on of thework: of the Lord? Be 
' ſure thou ſhalt always have difficulties to try thee : for *tis thy heart God 
calisfor, he needs not thy hands. Why, Man, if thou waſt alone in all the 
World, having ſucha Leader and Caprtainas Chriſt, wonldſt thou not ſtick 
to hisCauſe, and keep to his Colours, and die fighting ? If not, thong de- 
ſeryeſtnot the name of a Chriſtian, Andifthere be fo few who ſeek the 
things of Chriſt, with how mach more __— and reſolution ought thidſe 
few to beſtir themſelves; and not alſo forſake their Lord, becauſe the reſt - 
of the world do ? bur ſtill they ſhould imagine they hear the awakening 
words of Chriſt to his Diſciples, ſounding in their ears, Whar, will ye for- 
ſake me alſo > But this was a digreſfion. | T- F/ 

-Let not then, I fay, the confideration of thy being a fi eperſon, abate 
any thing of the meaſures of thy Sorrow for Sin : for if all do thus, as all ' 
may have the ſame ground, there will be none found to charge fin on them- 
ſelves, and acknowledge Gods Juſtice in all his ſharp diſpenſations. 

Wherefore, whoever thou art, into-whoſe hands theſe lines may fall, my 
earneſt reqieſ ro thee, yea, my ſtrit-Injun&ion, is this, tharthou preſently 

et alone, and ſoberly ſit down to the intent ſtudy of thy ſelf: Beg of 

od, to help thee in this work, and do thou endeavour with all faichful- 
neſſe, asin his ſight, who will ſhortly Judge thee befol$ all the world, to 
rip open to thy {elf all the baſencſs thar hath been lodged in thy heart, all 
che luſts that have been entertained there. © And Conſider well thy Life, ' 
what known Sins thou haſt been'guiley of,” what-Duties thou haſt omitted, 
Andrthen with all ſpeed and ſerioufticfſe, betake thy ſelf roGod,acknowledg 
thy own vileneſs, plainly confeſs, that 'ris this or that thy ſin,thy looſnebs,thy 
coyetouſneſs, thy pride, idleneffe, or yoluptuouſneſſe, that may have helpt 
forward his anger, : And ownit asa token of undeſeryed Grace, that all” 
manner of woes have noc ſeiz'd upon thee, inthy own perfon; that whilſt” 
ſo many are Afﬀicted;and taken out of the world before thee, thon haſt 
Jer» ork leave 0 prepare, for what may befall thee; And ſee that 
thou labour to repreſent ſin to thy felf, with alf its beightning eircum- 
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aide; and [aid chem oritionly inximtang probiflone 
loſts,; ; If thourhonghteſt thy Digrity/above vrhets, did diſpenſe thee: a h- 
dercy of ſinning without controll, and accordingly haſt ak og 


If thou haſt 'been unfaithiul in the -executionof Juſtice, with 
waſt 'cntruſted, neither looking after ſino puniſh ie, rior fa 
when it wasrevealed'to thee, 'bur haſt rarher been a Terrour to 

works,than to evil; If as a Miniſter,chou haſt-been regardleſs of the- ifls 


of thoſe ———_ _ oy ſighe, only Arriving toenrich thy ſelf, tibe 
better.thy thoſe fins thou haſt *daguinſt, Ort: as 
mar 6,070 {wry 3 pent,@nor ſetting tip the Worſhip 6f 
God inthy but gone fromorie daytoandtherwithout ſo nmch as a 


ſerious Prayer, nor haſt inftracted thy Children, nor Servants in the fear of 
the Lord ;- whatever, in a word; thy' truſt and unfaithfulneſs to-it hath 
been, confeſs and lamentthe fame, andreſolve for the future to do thy ut- 
mott! rodiſcharge thy duty, roanſwer and fillup | thy ſeveral Relations. 

And here again,ler not any inſit on thar ſilly Objeftion before rmetiti- 
on'd;'Whatcan my repentance do tothe diverting of Judgments tharflow 
in upon us like a deluge 'For if all, Fay, uſe this, who is it muſt pacifie 
Gods wrath by their Reformation? But, if thou for t part wilt praftiſe 
what I have here curſorily: dirgted; thou. knoweſt not bur' others tnay "do 
ſoalfo;/ and ſo, if every: one would. fer to this = Cavil 'wotft 
be wholly filenc'd and anſwer'd. -'But again, thou w 
ſome pwr forthe” whole body of the nopleto joyn in hearty hurhithati- 
onand amendment of their wayes,” and know, that as to the greaj =" 
nefirthat would accrue to a NationbyJuch a general repeftance, thou 
procure,ir rochy ſelf by chis perſonal performance of thy Duty', hats, 
either: che/Afiiion'ic NA ſhall be kept; of taken off thee, or laid onin' 
much mercy, thatthou thy ſelf (halt; * either here, or in another Wor 
bleſs God for the the fame. And Thope this advantage is not znconl do 
rabte, when on-the other hand thoiiremembreſt, how certainly. thy im- 
penitence will cauſe thy everlaſting, a3'well as temporal ruine. And take 
notice fromrhe Text, That. God wilt rendee toeyery particular man a> 
cording'to his wayes;;-'but this | have before faid ſomething to. 

Oh that now there were in us all ſuch reſolutions. unfeipnedly to featch 
our hearts, andreformour lives, - and with-our whole fouls turn to the 
Lord aar Godjfromiwhomwe have teyolted) What bleſſed Effes ſhould 
we'find of this wile and datifuldemeanou?' 'Oltthat knew how to per- 
ſwade poor” ſouls to this courſe; Þefore 'their' deadly” enemy, who now 
doth yſl he canto. aries and'[tupifietheni, ſhall be Find of they, 
paſtallpoſſibiliry of 'adelivery then Tedthing at allo ” Milos: and 
be geo ahe ub * befi'for the! teſeus'of ſuch uttdone-ſouls, ; with 
mu 


eſt grate it to. 


fret 


owt IS DIA ESR a WIR de ha: 


.muſt be cormented by him, by whom they would be ruled. Bn if thon | 
ny y perſoraded of PE ebiaeſ 


I may do ſomething farther to help thee in 
briefly endeavour to diſcover whatthoſe-{ins inour Nation are; for which 


(16 


nefle of this duty Thave been preſ- 
bn uf thee, that thou artdefirops to know thy Self and Sins ,. wouldeſt 
gladly find our, that thou mighteſt expel the plague of thy own heart; that 
y Self-examinarion, I ſhall 
eſpecially we are now plagued by the viſible hand of God; And the Lord 
awaken us all ſeriouſly to lay to heart, and remove .them far from us, that 
ſo God having accompliſh'c his own deſigns uponus; may -lay by his Rod, 
and ſhew us his wonted fayoug, - And.let me-beſeech thee, Reader, to ac- 
company me with thy-Conſcience, and let thy eye: ſtill be turned off from 
the Book upon thy ſelf,and if : thou ſeeſt thy own ations deſcribed,cry out, 


_ Gmilty, guilty, Tam the man; and ſo proceed in thy duty, asI have before 


dire&ed, and ſhall not-again repeat, except onthe By: _ _ 

Inthe proſecutionof this.deſign, I ſhall:ſay ſomething, x. Of thoſe no- 
torious crying ſins which areto. be tound amongſt: us ,: of which, I ſhall 
need to ſay the lefle, becauſe they are fo viſible upon us, and fo readily ac- 
knowledged to be what they are, and: becauſe ſo many Books are written to 
ſhame and ſuppreſs them. 2; 1 ſhall proceed to lay open ſome ſuch abuſes 
andcorruptions amongſt us, which. ate nÞt ogly ſinful in themſclves; but al- 
foi part, ſecret cauſes of che former, which'yet perhaps'may hor be appa- 
rent to, nor acknowledged as ſuch by all. ' hn tings” 

And once again, let me deſire every Reader to place himſelf, as at the Bar 

_of God, and ſo to paſſe a true judgmentupon himſelf; and not to quarrel 
-with che Phyſitian, inſtead of falling outwith the diſeaſe ; nor be more a- 
verſe from hearing the diſcoyeriesof i the plague of his own heart, than he 
would be to hear his Phyſician tell the Symptoms of the Plagne,to convince 
him he was ſtruck with it, whil*{t all this was but in order to =_ recovery. 
Whoever thouart that are guilty, *tis thou haſt wounded thy ſelf, 1 would 
willingly ſhew theethy Sores, that they might in time be healed, if;thy re- 
ſolution not to have ſearch'tinto them, make them uncurable,thoughI may 
_neyer have thy thanks forthe offer of ,my help, yer I know whom thouwilc 
accuſeas the cauſe of thy deſtruRion, which T would fain have prevented, 
and ſhall do whatI mayin order.thereto. . _ ff 
'- 2. Inthe Front of thoſe Abominations under the EffeQs whereof-we 
groan, we may well 'place Adultery, Fornication and Laſcivioufneſs, whe- 
ther we conſider the .proyoking Nature, or the Commonneſs hereof. a- 
. mongſt us. This is aſin we often find attended with exemplary puniſhments 


| inScripture, for this, together with their Idolatry, we read of a Plag we iti- 


flited upon the {-arlites, Numb. 25. whereof dyed 24000. For Davids 
commiſlion of this but once, it was threatned to him,7 hat the: Sword ſhould 


/ never 


| C i7) ho | 
never depart from. his houſe, 2, Sam. 12, 10. And inthe New Teſtament 
eſpecially, how frequent are the prohibitions, and how ſevere the threat- 
nings denounc*d -againſtit 7 77horemongers and Adulterers, in a. peculiar 
manaer, God will zzdge. And tor th:fe things ſake eſpecially, we are told, 
comes thewrathof God upon the children of diſobedience. How ftrict 
is our Saviours Expoſicion of che Seventh Commandment, making a luſtful 
glance the breach of it? And upon the mention of. that, immediately fol- 
lows the Faroe. By the whole body being caſt into Hell, withour the 
cutcing off che right hand, and plucking our the right eye, the ſubduing the 
dearettluſts, and renouncing the ſweeteſt fins, Afarth. 5.28, 29,30: With 
what repericions of the ſamedo we findit mentioned, where it's ſpoken a- 
gainſt, inculcated again and again,to takethe deeper impreſſion? And when 
the lults of the'fleſh are named, uſually this is reckoned for the greater parc 
of them in yarious expreſſions, (ignifying much.what the ſame thing, Co- 
loſſ.3.5. Meortifie therefore, &c. Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Inordinate Af- 
fetion, Evil Concupiſcence, Eph. 5.3, 4. Gal.5.19. Now the works of 
the fleſhare manifeſt, which are cheſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
Laſcinionſneſs. This ſin wefind much aggravated by the Apoſile, x Cor. - 
6. 13,14, tothe end ; as that which in 3 parcicular manner defiles a man, 
and renders him indifpoſed- for-the in-dwellings of , the Holy Spirit. This 
loathſom-wickednels doth eſpecially ſoften and brucifie men,and ſinks them 
from God into the ſenſjtive life, and ſtupifies the higher parts of the Soul, 
and renders them unqualified for a-converſe.with chat God, who commands 
all chat willapproach him, 7s 6e Holy, as hezs Holy, And this is a finne 
which upon\many accounts, breeds as much confuſion and diſorder in . the 
world, .as it- does in particular. mens Souls : It muſt needs therefore incenſe 
the moſt High God, to ſee his creatures endued with reaſon for the gover- 
nance of themſelyes, rowhom he hath preſcribed Rules for their walking, 
ro degenerate into ſuch effeminate impotence,as to be hurried away by their 
own luſts, to ſach-beſtial uncleanneſs. | 
But alas | How notoriouſly infamousis our Nation grown for filthineſs 
and lewdneſs! It cannot now.hecharged on the Pope alone, That Publick 
Scews are ereted.within his Juriſdiction, only yer here's this difference , 
Thoſeare (if- Hiſtory,and CommonReport Henk Trath) Licenc't : Ours 
are not-demoliſh's, Nor yet 'perhaps are ours ſo publick, or certainly 
known, þut-yet 00 publick they. are; to the diſgrace of our Nation , and 
Holy.Profefljon. . Inſomuch that one would think Texice was loſt from its 
foundation, andfloated into England. .Jt isnotthe loathſoraneſle of 'thac 
diſeaſe which-in a;juſt proce attends it, that will deter men from this 
moreloarhſom ſin : ' Yea, fo common isit-grown, that by many *cis look'd 
uponas aver} light matter, ao-way. ſo <a -as God and his Mawes 
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would make it. And they are Ys ro cenſure his Laws as' ſevere, for not 
allowing them the priviledges of Bruirs ; ſo ſtrangely. doth frequency in 
{in, wear out the ſenſe of ic! And a ſenſual life doth even blind the under. * 
itanding, and bribe the Conſcience ; till at Jength with much ado, men al- 

| moſt perſwade themſelves, that they may do what they have ofcen done, 
and are reſolved ſtill ro perfiſt in. Whoredom, Wine, and vew Wine take 
.. away theheart, Hof. 4. 10, 11. Evenin a Literal ſenſe,the Spirit of Whore- 
doms cauſe men to erre. And can it ſeem ſtrange, if at length God make 
uſe of Arguments, which ſuch bruciſh creitures chemſelvesare' cipable of, 
to prove to them, 7 hat their filthineſs # highly provoking to his glorious Ma- 
Jeſt y, who zs of purer eyes, than to endure to behold the he iniqmty. His: Word 
condemned this before, as plainly as it could ſpeak; 'hur vile Wretches, 
whoſe Senſes are their Maſters, would not underſtand it, they acknowledg- 
ed not his Commands, they either believed nor, or would not conſider bis 
threatnings, his promiſesbf aneverliſtirs glory, were roo: thin and ſpiri- 
tual for them to reliſh, or be al{ſured by. What tell ye them of Rivers of 
pleaſures at Gods right hand? They muſt have their dirt to tumble and wal- 
lowin, Take thoſe who will for them, they muſt have their Chambering 
and Wantonnefſe, and luſtful dalliances. * Nothing muſt go for reaſon, with 
them which contradicted their ſenſual deſires; and is it nor juſt,they ſhould 
then be dealt with ſurable to their Natures ? That Fncenochingelts would 
do it, Senſe and feeling may at length aſſure them, their ſweer and'pleaſrnt 
| finsare adifpleaſure to God, and moſt pernicious to themſelves ; And if 
neither ſeeing the beginning of Gods wrath upon others,nor feeling it them- 
ſelves will prevail with them, God hath judgments in ſtore that ſhall excort 
from them, will they, or will they not, moſt paſſonate and heartyacknow- 
ledgments, thatcwhilelt they were ſatisfying their Luſts, they were moſt ſtn- 
dioufly contriving their own ruine, and treaſuring up wrath for themſelves 
ap-inſt the day of wrath. [f neither Poverty, nor Shame, Pox, nor Plague 
can bring them to ſugh a confeſſion, Hell ſhall bring them tothis,and much 
| Batasif we were not content with thoſe ordinary fins of Adultery and 
Fornication, *cis reported that we have amongſt vs, beſide the- effeminate, ' 
abuſers of themſelves with mankind alſo. This in 7raly had been no fuch 
monſtrous thing, þut can it be accounted leſſe-in Zng/and'? Both Heathen 
and Popiſh Rome indeed, hath fill beeh infamous for this, amongſt other 
abominations; and thence *tis moſt probable; we have derived Sodomy, "as 
well as Popery. And tis well,jif'« = tall other projets; for the' pro- 
motion of Holy Charch, this be i; ** to debauch our Gentry, thebetrer- 
to difpoſe them for the embracing of t at Religion, which can afford rhem 
Indulgences at fo cheap * Kaic.,, Now ';t any man but ſeriguſly _ = 
| ; olineſle 


— OSS Sent” a Dr ed IM 
TIS 4 96 ry 


1g) 
Holineſfe of /God,bis infinite: turd and juſtice, and withall refle& upon 
- bis Omnipreſence, his All-ſearching eye that is upon the moſt ſecret aftions, 
think but Tbe he hath been a Wieneſle of all that Lewdnefle that hath been 
commirtedin all places, in the greateſt privacies and retirements, not bars 
and bolts could keep bim out, not drawn- curtains, nor the darkelt night. 
couldthide impure ſinners from his view; conſider we bur theſe things and 
ſhall we wonder if for theſe wickedneſles the Lord be wroth with us , and 
pour out the Vyals of his fury uponus ? How: juſtly might God take up 
che complaint againſt us, which he did againſt 7/-4e!, Jer. 5. 2,8. when 7 
had fed them to the full they then committed eAdultery, and aſſembled them- 
ſelves by Troops in the Harlots howſes : They were as jed Horſes in the marn- 
ing, every one Neighed after his Neighbogrs wife, And what follows, ez. 9. 
. Shall 1 not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord ? and ſhall not my ſoul be a- 
 wengedon ſucha Nation as this * Andoh now, that all thoſe, whoſe Conſci- 
ences condemn them for theſe things, would preſently ariſe,and take ſhame 
ro themfelves,and do no more ſo wickedly, leſt worſe things yet befall thern. 
And the good Lord awaken thoſe that are in Authority,to greater vigilance 
andinduſtry for the future, in ſearching after, puniſhing and ſuppreſling 
this [mpiety wherewith weare fo polluted, thac the Vifitation now upon 
us, which hath ſo much the ſame cauſe with chat laid on the: //raelites, Nam. 
25. may alfo have the ſame ſpeedy and effetual cure, which we may ead, 
Pal, 106. 29, 30. Thus they provek't him to anger with their inventions,and. 
the Plague brake in upon them. Then ſtood up Phinebas, and executed indg- 
ment, and fo the Plague was ſtayed. + | Es 
 Thetwo next SinsT ſhall mention, may paſſe for Appendices to this firſt, 
as having been too apparent promoters of it, which yet if they were nor, 
may upon other Accounts be deſeryedly reckoned amongſt the provoking 
ſins of the Land. 7: bag” Wo i 
2. The former, is the Licentiouſneſle of the Stage, where wickedneſle, 
and amongſt other ſorts, wantonneſſe is more effectually taught, rhan it is 
decryedin the Pulpit, Let their Favourers talk what they will, of their ad- 
_— Virtue, and ſhaming Vice, I ſhould putict amongſt one of the won- 
ders of the Times, to hear of any man Reform'd by a Play. If to hear 0- 
thers, be the way ro make menleave them; if to hearthe Sacred Name of 
God profaned, his Word jelted with, Religion it ſelf derided, be the way to 
make men Deyout? if to hear Laſcivious Diſcourſe, and ſee Impudent Per- 
ſons and Actions, be the way to get Modeſty, then let us all lock to the 
Play-houſe, - And next, fromthe ſame Reaſon, let Youth be brought op in 
2 Brothel-houſe, to learn Chaſtity; at a Tavern, to avoid Drunkenneſle ; 
at a Gaming-houſe,to keep them from Curſing 2nd Swearing, I have heard 
but few count it any great wiſdom inthat Nation, where they were wont to 
= D- 2 make 
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make their Servants drunk, to ſheiv eh:ir Chilelren the odionſneſſe of ic, 
and ſurely there was lefle charicy init, ro make ſome commit wickedneſſe, 
chat they might prevenc'iit inothers, Bur when Vice ſhall be repreſented, 
yea, and commendably too, *tis' very great odds; but that they will ſoon 
rura ARors when they are gone away,who were even now SpeRators of it. 
What is to be learn't at the Play-houſe, let the Converſations of -moſt' that 
plead for, and haunt chem, emdence, And from the Lives, tothe Conſci- 
ences of the greateſt Admirersof a Play, do I appeal, Whether ever they 
got any real good from them, and whether they have nor oft gor evil. The 
precions time that is miſpent either in ſecing,or afterwards talking of them, 
15 not to be ſook'r on as a thing of nothing ,, however it be ſteighted by 
thoſe wretched Sotts, that knowing neither God nor themſelves, have more 
time than they know well whatts do with,and therefore are glad to run to 
their Playes and Sports, for nothing elfe bur to help them away with it , and 
let nor ſuch complain, if a Plague ar once eaſethem of. all thac trouble,and 
carry them into an Ecernity, where they ſhall never more have one of thoſe 
precious moments which herethey were weary of, and knew not how ro 
improve.  Andif they knew nothing they had'to do here, bur pleaſe them- 
ſelves, God will caſt them into a world, where he will find them employ- 
ment enough, but of ſuch a nature, that they ſhall wiſh a thouſand and a 
chonfand times over, that they had ſpent all their dayes in the greateſt dili- 
gence and ftrictheſſe to rave preventedit.. Let the giddy careteſfe ones of 
che world cry as long as they will, War hurt is there in this, or the other 

Recreation or Merriments, that only waſts their time ? If chere was any 
hurt itrthe fire and britmſtone thar fell upon Sodoms,that which caus'd it, was 
no ſachharinleſſe thing; and amongſt che ſins of chat Ciry, abundance of 


Idlenefſe is nam'd for one, Ez#k. 16, 49. 


Again, were it nothing elſe but that vanity and frothineſſe of ' mind, and 
unfitneffe for all Religious daties, which Playes naturally produce , I think 


' this was enough to make all Sober perſons regard them as lircle better than 


Peſt-houſes : And had our Gallantslook't on them asfuch,and accordingly 
ſhun'd them, they might not have had occaſion to avoid thoſe which are 
more dreadful, bat lefſe hurtful. Would our wanton Youth,and idle Dames 


have kept out of theſe places of Infetion, where Folly and Lightnefle eaint- 


ed them borh by their eyes and eats, there might have been no ſuch infeed 
places, which they are now fo carefuf to avoid, | For my*own par off © | muſt 
needs (ſay, That I took itfor a diſhonourable RefleRion upon our Engliſh 
Prelacy, which a modern Poet makes his obſervation,in » Preface to a Book 
of Comedies, put forth in theſe late rimes, That Biſhops and Playes went 
down together, And fure,if they could haye hindred it,*tis as little for their 
Honour, that they have both been reſtor*d together, ] can ſearcy (but that 

| | I 


Cas 3 
F ſhouldprevent my ſelf) forbear lo yrs Preachers months are 
opt; and Playersopened, What fa re like to follow ! Sureythe 
primitive Chriſtians, whoſe moroſeneſs in refuſing to behold rhe Romane 
Speftacula (whatever difference there may be berwixt them, and our Stage- 
plays) was one great crime objected againſt chem, would not have —_ 
ſuch lewd and immodeit Shews agreeable with their Profeſfion. But w 

calkT of them, a company of ſullen ſouls, much what like the people, we 
are wont to-laupgh at for Puritans? It is not my buſineſs now to argue, whar 
a Play isin ir ſelf, or what ic may m_ be refind'd to; but I ſpeak of 
them with all thoſe corruptions with winch they are now attended. And 
I would hope the ſame policy, a little more improy'd, which hath hue up 
the Play-houſes now, to prevent the ſpreading of the InfeRion, will keep 
them, to hinder its return : Whoever may be difple 
on, I am very confident, God is not, and thenl am indifferent whois. 


3. The latter of the two Sins, which I mention'd, as related to the firſt 


Particular, is Pride ; and here amongſt all the ſorts of it, which might very 
well deſerve our notice, and with which no doube Gods provok*d, here I 
mean eſpecially Pride of Apparel : a Sin grown either fo impudent, or fo u- 
. niverfal, that our Pulpits do of late days ſeldom meddle with it. Tam ſome- 
times ready to think, Miniſters are aſham'd to concern chemfelves with ſuck 
tow and ridiculous things, (though I wiſh they arenot filent for fear of of- 
fending their fine Hearers, which may chance to be of the beſt in the Pa- 
riſh.)But if people will be fo ridiculous and'v2in,and manifeſt ſuch childifh- 
neſs and folly, ſurely their Teachers muſt follow them, and condiſcend to 


diſcover rothem all their miſtakes, and rheſubcle ways of the Deceiver of 


ſouls, whois very ready to play at any game for the ruine of poor Crea- 
tures; and holds more in his ſlavery by this very vanity we are now inſiſt. 
ing 0n,than is ordinarily thought: wt may find the greatApoſtles nac think- 
ing it below them to give Precepts inthis matter, 1 Pet. 3. 3,4, 5. whoſe 
Aderning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, or wear- 
ing of gold, or putting on of apparel, &c. 1oallo 1 Tim. 2. 9, 10, i like 
mannerialſo, T hat women adorut ues in modeſt apparel, with ſhamef aft- 
neſs and ſobriety, not with broudered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coftly array, 
but, which becomerb women profeſſing godlineſ s with good works: Which 
commands how they have been violated, it concerns the guilty-to-lay to 
heart, AsT wotild not be chought of 'their Opinion, who placettheir Reli- 
pion ſo much in Meats, Drinks, or Apparel, whether Papiſts in the former, 


orQuakersin the latter ,-ſo I am as far from thinking, that Religion. ex+ 
* tendsnortorheſe things -for As pr na. itgives Laws © 


tothe outward Man. Trememem , itivan Obſervation of: a:moſt ;judi+ 
ciowsand learned Divine, Thac few.of : thoſe 'Erroursor Sets that have 


aſed with this moti- 


roſe 


ch 
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(22), 
roſe up amongftus, but have call'dnpon us, to have regard to ſome neg- 
leRed truth or duty, as he inſtanceth in ſeveral; And to adde one more, [ 
think the Quakers are riſen up, keeping ſuch a ſtirre about Ribbonds, cuffs, 
and lace, and ſuch like things, to ſhame and condemn all,eſpecially'the more 
ſtrict proteſſours of Religion, for that very great liberty they have afſum'd 
ro themſelves in their bravery, gaudineſs, and changeableneſfs of. Apparel. 
Had the Profeſſours of theſe latter times, made thoſe of the former:( who 
wereyetas careful of their hearts as any ) their patterns in this matrer, they 
had ſpoil'd the poor Quaker of half his Religion , and not given himan oc- 
caſionto bring up a Sect, that ſhould go inplain and modeſt cloathing. Bur 
wiſe are they who ſhun both extreams.. 

Doubtleſſe, this Prideinthe ourward man, is no ſuch a ſleight matter as 
"cis commonly made. See J/a. 3.16. Becauſe the Daughters of Zion are 
haughty, and walk with ſtrerch*tforth necks, and wanton eyes — Therefore 
will the Lord ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the head of the Daughters of 
Zicmm. And have we not had multitude, ſuch walking in our ſtreets ? Read 
on that Chapter from the 16 verſe tothe end, andtell methen whicher God 
take not notice of, andis not difpleaſ*d with this vanity, and curioſity inap- 
parel, Is not this indeed to be proud of our ſhame, ſince cloaths them- 
ſelves had not beenuſ'd, but for that ſhame which fin introduc't? And I 
may well annex this tothe ſin of wantonneſle, both as diſcovering and pro- 
' moting it : For what's the deſign of all that arr, coſt, and pains that perſons 
| beſtow upon attiring themſelves, but to appear handſome and well ſet out? 
And what's this for,burt to couch others eyes to be fixt on them ? what are 
| naked breaſts, and painted,and ſpotted faces deſign'd for, but as trapans and 

ſnares for the wanton beholders? And the ireſſs it ſelf by the laſcivions is 
made but a more plauſiblekind of Panger,, It: may be worth the noting, 
that the word rendred effeminate, wdF{auo}, 1 Cor. 6. 9. is joyn'd with 
(acTIx, and ſignifies ſoft clothing, Aſarth. 11.8. which may intimate to 
us, that there is ſome relation betwixt ſuch clothing and effeminency. * And 
whereas by the Texts above mentioned, it ſeems that women only were 
wont to be guilty of this folly , the delicate Youths of our time, will not 
ſuffer that Sex to engroſle this ſin, and ſhame to themſelves, but are reſolved 
to go ſharers, Ohthe intolerable expence of: money and time, for the [a- 
tisfaction of this baſe monſtruous Pride | How many naked backs might be 
cloathed with half-that coſt, which is layiſh*t ro put a man in a fools coat, or 
co hang about them ſuch baubles,as may ſerve people to ſtare at?and let the 
ouilry bethink'\themſelves bow to anſwer this their Liberality, upon their 
Luſts, inthe day of ſevereaccount, when all Talents ſhall be reckoned for. - 
By that time at the fartheſt, if they be not convinc't that perſons of Honour 
and Eſtates, had been better diſtinguiſh'd by their Examples of Charita. 

” | bleneſs, 
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bleneſſe, than by gaudy G:rmenes; or rich Jewels, let me-paſs for a falle 
Propher, Though ſp=*k not this of thoſe Robes and Ornaments ofthe 


Magiſtrate, which are neceſſary for diſtinRion ſake, and to acquire greater 
reverence to his place and perſon, Butler all thoſe who' are at ſo muck 
charge in cheir Attire, to let the World know they are Some- body,remema 
ber this, That God entruſted them not with Eftates for them thus to make ſhew 
of; but to uſe for bis Service, AndIthink any body will ſay, that he's an 
unfaithful Steward with a witnefſe, who when his Lord hath given him mo- 


ney to lay out in neceſſary uſes, ſhall chrow it about ſtreets, to let people * 


know what ſtore of money he hath the keeping of : Thou who canſt con- 
demn ſhch an one, ſee thou do nothing like him. Whoever thou'art 'that 
haſt been guilty of chis fault, ſurely chou wilt acknowledge this'is a day that 


calls for the laying aſide of thy braveries and ornaments, and rather to 'co- 


ver thy ſelf with Sackcloth and Aſhes. Burif yet thy Pride will nor ſuffer 
thee to part with them, bethink thy ſelf what thy naked Soal ſhall wear (in 


that place whicher God hath exprefly threatned co turn the proud. ' Dives ' 


there muſt not have hisSilk and fine Linnen, but inſtead of them, the purple 
flames are his unchangeable cloathing. 
Is it any wonder then, if asthe 7/-ae/ites were plagued for worſhipping 
the Idol which was made- of their Ear-rings' and Jewels, Exed. 32: 3 35. 
We meet with the ſame puniſhment for a fin not much different, even tor 
making ſuch Toyes themſelves our Idols. Strange judgments may welt fol- 
low ſtrange apparel , yea, ſuch that wear ir, God hath plainly threarned, 
Zeph. 1.8. And whatſtrangeapparel for both men and women haye rhe 
Devil, Pride, and Frawunce help*c usto-? And they who caught this fin one 
of another, Reanty Faſhiontor.cheir Juſtification, are they nor juſtly af- 
flited with a Diſcafe that is Contagious too ? The Spors which Pride and 
Wantonneſle, thoſe plagues of the Toure: ſent into the face before, are they 
not fiely puniſh't with Spots of another hue ! Is it not exceeding juſt, that 
they who were ſo far fan in love with 'their comely Carkaſſes, that they 
were wholly devoted to deck and trim them; ſhould have ſach loarhſom 
Botches, and nojfom biles and Rifingsnpon them, as might convince them 
how lirtle betcer chan Carrion is that fleſh they ſo much pamperand adorn ? 
Andi\er them now think what pleaſure or eaſe isro bz had from putting on 
their ſplendid fineſt Array, when the Plague-Sores/ ſhall be running upon 
them , even much-what the'ſamethat” Herod had-frombisRoyal Appare, 
when he was eaten up of. Worms, A#s 12.271, 23. And if in fuch acafe 
they would have liccte mind to (tand cricking and trimpgung thei, - let-them 
know that the Uicers and Sores of their polluted Souls, and proud »hearts, 
call for as ſpeedy, and earneſt res :rd, and deep humiiation;'andwerethefe 
once cur*d, ſuch yanities would bethcown-afide: - CR jr rages 
| | : woo 
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| (24) — | 
who ſurvive, may take ing in tiene, before their bodies are humbled to 
the Duſt, and cheir Souls to Hell, for their daring, impudent pride. | 
- 4. Another hcinous ſin which bach overſpread our Land, is SwiniſhDiun- 
kenneſſe and Gluttony : This alſo may well be joined with thoſe before 
mentioned, as being the ground and incentive of all other Lewdnefle and 
. wickeUneſle. Burt alas! How hath the Commonneſle of this Vice ,, and 
menscaſtom in it, takenaway thoſe odious apprehenſions which Scripture 
belps us to, and all {uber men bave of .it ?' Oh, how are our Taverns and 
Alehouſcs, in all parts of the Kingdom, frequented ! How doth our whole 
Nation-ſeem'ieven re:dy' to Reelinto.irs own Ruines, being ſeized with the 
Vertigo of an Epidemical Drunkennefſe? How Gentile, and faſhionable 
«ching'isit now grown, for mento bedrunk , in Civilicy co the Company 
cheyare engaged in 2 How many Tricks bave they deviſed for the main- 
raining of this ſin, notwithſtanding the moſt expreſle Injuntions andPro. 
clamationsto the contrary ? Profane' Cuſtom hath ſo overſwayed, Thac 
drinking of Healchs, mult-bethe Teſt.of Mens-Loyalty ; and of their Re- 
ſpþe& to thoſe. preat Ones, ro whor the beginner ſhall conſecrate his Bowl; 
as if a diſorderlineſſe, which ſcarce any Beaſt will be guilty of , muſt ſhew 
ood Manners; and-no-man-could:be a good Subje& to his King , which 
doe Rebel againſt his God. Thoſe that dare, are valiant men indeed ; 
but ſuch, as when it comes totryal, will do lictle more-for their Prince,than 
they do for their Maker. So generalis this praRtice of exceſſive drinki 
grown, that both the Gallant and-the-Clown, Rich and Poor , Young _ 
Old, yea, Women as well as Men, City and Countrey, are fadly infeted 
with the fame, In too many places, he's fearce accounted a goed Houſe 
keeper, that let's his Neighbours go out of his houſe ſober. 'How'can men 
entertaintheir Friends, or renew their Acquaintance, or -driveany;Bargain, 
without betaking themfſclves to-ſome Tipling-houſe ? Yea, how-frequeatly 
are Drinking-matches appointed, for noother purpoſe, but'.co pour tYown 
their Liquor? What multitudes are there,zhori/e wp to high frovporonk, 
who tarry at Night till wine inflame them? Yea, toſuchan height of wick- 
edneſſe are we grown, that aSif there was ſome excellency in finning, men 
Arive for the Maſtery in it ; -and tobe able todrink down others, [goes for 
a very Manly Faculty. Suck enemies have we. got to the Croſs 0f Chriſt, 
whoſe God us their belly, Whoſe glory «s their ſhame, wo ola 
. And ' is there not the' ſatne Reaſon, that our Crown: of | Pride; and the 
Drunkards of Eng/avd ſhould be troddendown, as well as of Ephraim, 
Iſa. 28. 3. Is it notyuſt, that they whoſe Intemperance bath often Tone 
them of their Reaſon, ſhould be taken with-a Diſtemper that may ftrip 
-them of the uſe of 'it > That in thoſe very ſtreets where men have ftagger- 
-edand fallendowndead-drunk, they ſhould there fall down ſtark-dea 4 
| | / The 


Mk. 
+ The like might be-ſaill of: Gluttoty, and Luxurious Feaſtings, a ſin mote 
confin'd to:the gteater Sort; who can make ſufficient provuſions for the fleſh, 
to fulfill the Lufibercof 3 abundantly corifirming what the Wiſe man hath 
rold us, That the profterity of: iFoolrideſtrays them: *: And what a wiſer than 
he hath exprdſly affirmed; thqugh-ſure believ'd but by yery few, That Rich 
menalo difficntthy enter intothe\Kngaom of Heaven, How much money is 
expended bit once,to furniſk the Tables of theſe gluttonous Epicures ? How 
do they Sacrifice Gods Creatures meerlyto their Luſts, eating only for plea. 
ſare, and toi ketpthenſlvesalive from one Mea] to another, without think- 
ing of that Seryice they ove to:God forall.' They have lived in pleaſure, and 
been wanton, notiriſhing their 'bearts, as in a day of ſlaughter, as St. Fames 
ſpeaks, Chap. F: 5. Whar bath been the Life of coo many of our Gentry, 
but to eat and'drink, and ſleep, and riſe up to play ? Here's the improvement 
of the ſpecial eogagements God: hath laid on them'to honour him, 
that they of all willdo leaſt edhis hanour. What an] exacdeſcription may 
we read of many of them; Amor 6. 3, 4; 5,6: Te that put away far the evil 
day, aud canſe the ſeat of wivlence to come near : That lie wpon the Beds of 1- 
tory; and ftretch themſelves upon their:Conches, ahd eat the Lambs out of the 
floth, wndtthe: Calves ontof ' the nadft of the ſtall : T hut channt. to the ſound 
of the Uiel, and invent tothemfelverinftruments of mujick;like David © That 
drink inc;n bowls, and anoint themſeluis'mith the chief: oyntments : but they 
_ are met grieved þr the affliftion of Joſeph. ': And there: read on ,. you may 
find their-doom : »/f} men will bid their ſouls take their eaſe, eat, arink,; and 
be merry; melt may: they expett quickly to bedr.,' Your ſonls ſhall be taken. from 
30. Andwhedt they are this provoking Gad to: anger- with cheir-cating 


and drinking, whae woitler if: bis wrath fall apon chem, whit che meat is 


intheir mouths 2-If chey ſofar forget their'own natures, and the uſe of his 
creatnres,. as wholly tobe deroted to the fatisfaRtionof their raging ſenſu- 
at defires,which they ought chiefly to have:denied ; andif like unprofitable 
burdens of che'earth,chey Fed themſelves only that they might live lenge: to 
raſte the pleafure of theiridzlicious meats and drinks, how juſt is it that-when 
lke'Swine they were fatted, they ſhould there be broughc ro theflaughter ? 
_ 3.: As the next provoking Sin-which is. rife among us, I ſhall reckon 
Swearing; Curſing, and-Profaning the moſt holy Name. of the dreadful 
God. ' Aſin leſsexcuſible: ban Epicuriſm, becauſe I' know no ſenſe -gra- 
tifed wieh-irs but cfioughitbe leſs beſtial, yer isic more Diabolical. '. -Oh 
the!horrid Oiths thatbavg been daily belch'd :out- by. the black-mouth'd 
Sons of - Fe/ial*! Who almoſt cold walk the ftreers'of the Ciry withour 
ſtopping his ears ?* Or elſe hexwas liketo- hear the Name of God abug'd, 
the Life, | the Blood, the Worinds of our: dear -and-precious-Lord toſt roo 
and fro, "by the mouths'of wretched Swearers; Who, that had heard all 


%. 
In I 


$Eome># 1s 


314 T9-- ha 
rhe Oaths and Curſcsrharweie yenced buriaone Uay,. in thimone' City of 
London, . would not have admired; thavtheirronpucs; wha weve [thus fer 
onfire on 'Hell,did not fer our whole Naribniida flame? Ohatlibis itfor us, 
thac our God, who'is. mercy-it ſolfy:rales\ itt the Work: HOW quick! 
would all created Patience, though-»meetingini'ohe Perſon, ' bequirk.; ou 
out, and worn away ? Theſe bellifts Exhalations ſtreaming! fromthe 
hearcs and mourhs of corrupred-meri, whereby ichey have aſfablted ev 
Heaven it ſelf, mightyutly havebeenkindied/by :theyrarth'of-God;' ani 
have been returned upon our heads in-ſhowrsof Fireand'Brimſtdne, And 
if the pollured breath of theſe kind'of wrerches;' have infected: the very 
Air we breath in,” *cis not to be DE i the leaft;': Could: thoſe 


volleys of Blaſphemies which have beewdilcharg'd againſt the: glorious 
ck od hot. heavily . 


Majeſty, do any otherchan turn tqu black 
- upon us?Some think -ir impoſſiblexfor the ſoubofmanſo farto; fink intothe 
Deviliſh Narure, as ro finmeerly; wo fir withoura'regard to: ſome: carnal 
interelt : bur-if any inſtance wilt exidenoeity] chink* ris Swearing:and Cur» 
fog! *Tis poſſible I know (though -this isfarfrom excuſing it)- for. Paſe 
ſion to rranſport menroan Oarh:y-and.ſometimes a _defire'tobe believed, 
ſometimes anignorance that thieydo ariſes: mayberray them into it ; "bur 
for men ro enterlard their: ordinary -idiſcoanſe\ with: foll-mouth*d” Oaths, 
priding themſelves therein, as if Gentile and Graceful, ,Whar Excuſe can 
be invented for ſuch horrible Practices? Nay, when tnen-ſhall ſer themſelves. 
purpoſely ro ſwear, and deviſe new: :Oaths that ſhall be a/ a-0de; What 
ble pretence have they for this? And frither may] referthoſe ftrange, un» 
heard-of Prodipies'of Profaneneſs; Wickedneſies too Frinfeendental robe 
rank'd under any ordinary'Topick; -Such. as :kifſing men ima Sravddo, 
drinking Healths of their own blood,” yea, Healthing it'ts the Devil-him- 
felf : for ſuch — I know not-what to call them,as theſe are we reported to 
| have had amongſt us, nay '(canſt thou imagine it Reader ?) far worſe 
than theſe; which ler thoſe mention whoare Maſers enough of our Lan- 
age to render themin fit terms : for I iprofeſs, I'.cannor. So 'ynwilling 
are the daring Fellows of our days to goto Hellin the old way! It cannot 
confiſt with the greatneſs of cheir ſpirits, to be wicked at theſe low rates, 
chat their ſilly Anceſtours were. Inall they do, they would be taken no- 
rice of, and appear above the Vulgar, :And would proclaim toall _ 
that they are none of thoſe melancholy, weak-brain'd, -or mean-ſpirite: 
men, who are ſo aw*d with theapprehenſions of a' God, that they" iUare 
not ſin freely and boldly. © No, but they have ſo far conquered thoſe pre- 
:udices they had concerved of vertue, and vice, fin, and ſhame, that ey 


d| 
tor. They arenot aſham'd to own themſelves the Devils' Vaſlals, but 


dare in the open Sun commit thoſe'fins, which Cowards'ran' into 'the 
dance 


x »- great == of ones bay Earth, | ghel 
padle® Ahbelotted: WrotchesbLes me belpeak, you. j0-4 PRTS 
Prophes, D&-you:know.afainlt whom you Shootout che lip,gnd make 2; i 
mourd?:What could: your ori iedInr other Way £0 yent itdelt,nor your mas - 
lce,enyocher QbjgQ?Had-you Ha dheapetrvay 20-unda your. ſelves? Were 
veulatraabl you ſhould have muG*5.ot4ell Who By you indeed meat, 
by-youcBlaſphotnics to dara Gad to biaface?: Would you torce him to giye 
a convincing evidente-of bis Being?If ſo,Lbapeyou ace farisfied by this time; 
If nat, you thall he horely. - Wo, a5,y9u. ireſolv;dio.cry. how, far his Patience 
would extendaDjd you-fear he was fo mereitul,thax you ſhould never feel bis 
wrath? Oc were.youia-ſuth. baſte to be. wich your everlaſting Companions, 
the Devilsarid-the Damned; thatyousboughs. your Judgmenc lingred, and 
Dams fumbred, and would 'thereforeda your bel tohaſtenic? Or , 
were youſe fully bent on the ſatisfaction ofy your bats ak a ou were reſol-, 
ved :0-purlue them eyen to the;hurning lake,and therefore thought. you had - 
ce'n as goed go th-Hell or omubing,& would make to aa ſelyesas good a 
bargain as yoweould;anddo dlbthatin youday, before-band,o revenge your = 
ſelves of ty ae creat you-ſp- ſeverely?orwere you now. be- 
times inutringyo ay Inga. Hell, that you mighc not beto. 
ms hen homers nr ge ither?Theſearc ſtrange Suppoſitionsthe 
r may chink,\-bat noe ſo-ſigapge asthe Sins] am ſpeaking of, andfor. 
arcs canſeatte align other reaſgnsthanfuch.as theſe, And ſhall we won-. 
der,” when ſuchRehbels arc ms 9 ptr Lord, if he grow jealous for 
his great Name, and ariſe, and 'bis Glory and Power from the con . 
tempruous affrontsof inſolent Morcals. Moreover, how many times have 
People in their Execrationswiſh't, That che Pox and the Plagu lague nigh take 
Themſelyes,their: Ghildren,Servants, or-Cattle? And canthbey t find we at. 
length;theirdeſiresare grated ? Yea,/bow, many Roaring Ryffians have we 
got, who asifthey were alreddy-entered into the familiarity of Devils,make 
nothing of it tocurſe theriſelyes to the pit of h:ll intheir commondiſcourſe; 
who can ſcaree ſpeak a, ſentence without their! Dammee's, and cl pt 2. 
Whoſe tongues, R—_ theypluck's out by theRoots, it wasa Ent. no 
wayfuiteid to. the heinouſneſle of their crime.ButJert them, Fitey th they think fic, 
Hdp awhile looger in their contempt of God, and his thre and theip 
-reſoluredifphedience to his boly-Laws, andif nothing elſe will Terve theix 
turh, theyſhalltoo ſoonto their forcow, find all their accurſed prayers ac- 
.compliftfc. ' The Devil, whom they have ſo oft wiſh* t tofetchthem, ſhall 
.very ſhortly have rhat Commiſſion which he eagerly waits for, and then ler 
a wherber the drevdful God be E; be jelted with, or abus'd : i 
2 en 
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then at length ſhall they hear that nile ytfaieiaveteofathen:, Y 
Have you provok'd me, . ſaith the Lord; Have” you wot proved Job ' [eloos 
to the confuſion of your own farehe 0; 19129 DOENITRIFL LO HO BM 379th oY 

6. Amongſtthereſt of our comimonſing we may accountCovetouſnefs, 
together with all the diſcoveries, effe&s and branches of ir;- Such.as''Op- 
preſſion, Extortion, Bribery, Injuſtice, / either in judgment or: mutual traf- 
fique, over-reaching eachother, Uacharitableneſs, and- grinding! the faces 
of the Poor, I pur all theſe togerher;as having ſome relation coxach other, 
and being all negſes of duty berwixt man and than. ': If Tdolarry! fo.often' 
brought the Plague, or other Sufferings upon'che 7/+aelires, why. may nor 
Coverouſneſle which is Idolatry, bythe fame veaſan bring it upon us'7 Is it 
not as diſpleaſing ro God to have' mers adore an heap of Goldand Silver, 
or their Houſes and Lands/'as' in 1mage bf -Gold-made'up into hamane 
ſhape ? 'And is it notasgreat'afid; for "theheart co'ran-a-whoring after: 
theſe things,as to bow the body to-an Idol/#:And hoy are rhen almoſt every 
where ſet with all their might and main to thrive, andriſe inthe world, ro 
lade themſelves with thick clay, and here to lay' up their Treaſures Was 
it not time for'ns then to be told; and told. co: the quick! what: we were do- 
ing ? That we were not yetathome; and-niult nottherefove think of ſer< 
ling here ? Single deaths of 'tmen when- there died now-'one;*then avorker;, 
biad bur lictle effe& on is, ro-make' us ſenſible: of 'our own Mortality, and 
therefore multitudes are ſwept'away* before 'onr eyes; ro ſee if that will 
have any more influence upon us: With'what-umweatied, and uninterrupred 
pains and diligence did the nioſt drudgabouc cheir earthly affairs;,frommor- 
ning to night, weeks end to weeks endgwithour any ſerious regardico'the bu- 
ſineſs they cameinto the world for?butwereſo deeply faln-infoveivichpret 
ſent things, that they dream not of a Removal? And withal were ſo plung'd 
over head & ears in their cares and bulineſſes,that they could not find a time, 
for any ſerious Conſideration of the matters of their ſouls?Howr juſt is irthen 
that God ſhould take them off by his hand, - if they knew -norhow ro diſens 
gage themſelyes?And ſnatch them away from thoſeEſtates which they knew 
no better how to improve, but were even neſtlng themſelves in them;as their 
durable poſſeſſions. And 1 hope all who are engag'din fuch affairs, will call 
chemſclvesto a ſtrict account whether there haye been no ſuch unjult ſenten- 
ces pronounc'd either incondemning theinnocent, or my the guilry;, 
that may have provok't the juſt God to anger againſtns.Andier all mercileſs 
rich men,crue! Extorcioners, oppreſſive Landlords lay to hearttheir urimer- 
cifulneſſe, rigour or injuſtice to the Poor, to'the*Fatherleſle and Widow, 
whole cries may havereacht che ears of the Lord of Sabbeth, Faw. 5; 4. 
and cauſd him to riſe and plead their cauſe, by ſending his Judgments upon 
an hard-hearted Generation, / And doubtleſſe ehat-great want of —_— 
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and Chriſtian compaſſion which oughtro: bein us, towards anr-Brethrey' 

m— neceſſities and miſcries; 'iriay very;jeſily-haye hattned God Tiaſelt 

apairift us; arid caus'd him to be deaf} roour Cries and Prayets. How many 
have had their: money and preeious things which ehey had hoarded, 'left to- 

\ ſtrangers, or rifted by theeviſh hands, whicl-they might in-cheir lifetime: . 
ſo well imploy d for Gods honour,and their own good ? But alas, amongſt 
the many —_— the Faith, how few are- there who will takes Pro- 
mife from God as good ſeeiiricy **And ainongft ſo-many-thatfay they love 
God, how few have manifeſted it by their tove ro their Brather'? And hath 
the matter been mended, ſince we have been under this fore Viſitation > 

| Nay, rather bath it been worſe'? Oh how” men ſhut*up their bowels 
againſt their poor, neceſlicous; Vificed Breehren 2 Ard ſuffered (dv ſadly.to. 
be feared ) thoufands to ftarye fore wane'of needful fupplits, 'whilſt they 
have had-enongh for their Lufts, and ro ſpare; and need-not '( which' yer iff 
ſuch a'day*eſpeciilly is our dury )\ have'pinch*c their own back" or: belly to. 
have afforded'them relief. And this cruelty have men been guilty of whilſt 
many of them'had reaſon every'dayto expert their-own Death ;' bur" they 
. Have ſcem'd: reſolv'd ro hold; fa? is 49 aslongas poſlibly theycan! and 
to cleave cloſer, if they' kriew how; torheir dear Maminon; of whict-fhy?t- 
ty they'muſt tike their ſadpand Hiſt farewell, - Oh ! who but Takdel#would 
not hve ſent their Treaſures before them thither, where they expe&'ſhore- 
ly to be themſelves Tranſlated: But theSin I chiefly intended under this head? 
 tsthe' common diſhoneſty in Buying and/Seiling, mensDefrauding ant O- 
verrexghing eachother. Apratiſe which1 fear, Zondow haeli been' more pri}- 
ty ofthin-Corimbwhich yer wis charp'd with it,1 Cor:6:8;And it Conciiris 
Citizens and -Tradeſmeneſpecially;to enquire into themſelyes upon this act 
eount,as being moſt expos'dto renptations to it, Thou-who yer furyiveſt ex: 
amine thy heart,look back on thy former courſe of Life, in thy following th 
worktPoesnot thy conſcience accuſe thee for having grown rich by Lyitip' | 
extthg,and Deceirful ways?Hath not thy-Confcience many-times-Rlowitin 
thy face, for thy notorious Falſhoods; arid crafry-projeRts; alld untkawfut de> 
 vices,co put off thy wares,and enrich thy ſelfs Alasmen are ready to- plant 4 
kind of neceſſity for their ſin; and ſay;/ If they ſhould always: be: upright 
and plain, and true,they ſhoul#neyer know-how to0live.” -1s-not they 
then cometo a brave paſſe * Whata maerrerof conrſeisit with Trade 
tdcell multitudes of Lyes to every Cuſtoner-almol}/ ant; never mhaks mis 
ter of them, -ſo-they biithelp off their Commodities?” They"eari S6 th: 
ways, and wipe their mouths, and there's an end; But hold{God' will not 
pat it up ſo. So they can but now get a Pound ovaShilling; how ſietle-db 
they repird the time of reckoning for all again? -They:know not tow to 
keep up fach ſerious thoughts in the miclth of theonoile anglbulte] ivbirg- 
| | DS ing 
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FORT  Butif Anas; wilk gake them off. cheix; ho Fr 
ethem leaſure enoagh x9 conſider whas El have been oc 
nat one thpes;1ls well for thole who {0 WAgpIopve cher x, 
= eat here, that they have-noc this work $0 do-in the other world; All 
jag could ne of, was, , thac mony wast0 be ow, 3 46-4 WY his ; 
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6. 10, 11, 12,713. After he vat De of the ts vOice e crying to the- 
by his Rod, ver. 9. then follows, Arerhere yet the rreaſwres of ZE 
A 15 the houſe of the wicked, and the * [cant meaſure which 35. abomina 
Shall Irownt them pare with the, wicked balances, and with the baf ef: deceitful 
weights F, & the rech men thereof - are full of violence, and the Inhabitants have. 
 ſpokentyes, and their tongue ts deceitful in their months ;, © T herefaxe alſo. will 
1 make thee fpck.un ſmiting thee, in makzng thee deſolate becanſeef thy ſin,” 
Olr how many. are there thar will be Religjoys,. as tar as; cqming.to Church, 
and bcingdeyour there, and. making ſome ;outlide Profeſſion, whoyerin | 
their dealings are ſtarknaupht, _ will be-diſhoneſt for « ſmall gan, ? 1p 
the Church,and perhapsa litcle intheir Cloſets, - they canafford: 
they call ſerving of God, but in their Shops nothing ar all. .Oh by that 
time all$ reckoned for, whenthe moneys gone, but the finin ring it muſt 
beanſwered for, how will men wiſh, and wiſh, again they | been clear 
whe} 45g Fa though they had been, the meaugſt beggars-inthe] 
ow juſt isit man ſhould be ſnatche from thole eſtares;to which th 
a4cue title? Andif indeed they.cannot drivea trade without. | 
foro, [s-it. not.time that their Houſes and Shops ſhould. berſhutup.3 
7, ThenexeSiawe ſhall take.notice of, is Murder ; which urely, 3; a 
batha crying VOIGE: Abels\blood ſoon wrought: Heaven with. its 
VERERneE, 1 how many Murders have wedaily heard: of, _ | 
amon tus W. common 45.it grown. fot; the; (aatlants of Qurximey,. to 
Sacrifice one dane #6 Lives to their Luſts;totheir Paſſion, or their Pride 3 
And1wiſhthartthe impunity of ſore, may not have encouraged others; 
bs i, not timethen for od to take the Swordinto his own-hand,. and let: his 
jous Creatures know , \that their Lives they are ſo prodigal of arg 
, anda bisdiſppſyre? Andifhey value them ar, no bighee: rates, they 
Fair, na reaſon tocomplain if. they are taken 'away, ſince; they. knew. no 
better what todo withthem.. If indecd they are ſo weary of the math 
cxyns ſtay ide wg init. 
And here way me bring to remembrance that Hea! henifh; prac; 
tice'of Dueling of late is:grown ſo unach. in faſhion, that. Borg 
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uſt paiſefor z'Gentleman| hut he who. tare imurder his brother ;and to 
_ ; bean HeRtor, is more commendable thania Chriſtian, , /The Example and 


;Preceptsof tharipattern;and Maſter of: Metkneſle ther Holy Jeſus, the very 
_mentionof theniis little leſsthan idiculousco bur BraveFellows: " Alas, 


* thoſe Precepts ſetan ſuited to the mran fiate of Chriſliadity, when poor 


- Fiſhermen and Teat-makers were the Preachers, and tradeſmen likethem, 


were for the moſtpart Retainers to it ,, but we muſt bave: them calculated 
. again for thafe of a more Elevated Meridian; 95z. for our Gentry-who 
| haditheJjucktobe born of Parencs chat were ical!d Chriſtian, - The Jeſuite 
mult-fit. them-with cules chatiſhall allow for-cheir birch and breeding : -for 
ſurely Chriſt never meant to have Gentiemen his Diſciples, when: he tied 
them upto ſuch ſtrict commands, not praticable by men of their blood and 
Spirits. , Religion now adays is thought to emaſculate men,atid render them 
tameand cowardly. Baſcly ro ſubmit themſelves to:their ownunruly-palit- 
ons, with theſe is Courage ;: To be Bears and Tygers, 
and Manly, Theſe are: the Lordly creatures 'that_are fo tender of -their 
Hogors, that they will rather violate the Laws of the great God, thanthe 
leaſt PunRilio of -it.To humour or wina Fantaſtical Miftreſſe (*cis well the 
-arenorn hearing when I call- her ſo) they” durſd yenture> upor: «he 
of their maker. For the wall, or the way,:for; & iwry. word, or :a5Rtraw;, 
cheydutſt venturetheir necks tothe Halter, and their-ſouls-td the Devil. 
- Arenatheſethe true Sons of Valour ? Such thateven in'cold blood, and 
upon ſober deliberation dare damn themſelves? And why ? becauſe for- 
| foothttheyareafraid of. being call'd Cowards, and-abus'd: by _ body 
hon ſhould they have paſt by one inqury. . They could: tell what this was, 
ur what theHelbthey-leapt into es vo knew not till- they found them- 
ſelves there and by that time poor wretches how was their coofd? 
And.now. at letgrh you. valiant Fighters , wonder not if God: himſelf be 
ſept into the Field againſt you. What? doyou think you have mer-with 
your-matchyert?! Nay;burt he bath not yet appeared with allihis ſtrengch, 
He hachonly ſent one of: his Wartiouts, Death ficting upon the Bale-Horſe, 
but fee what a terrible Second theres; Hell follow'd after him. Zev. 6.: 8. 
But come try your Manhood upon this firſt. | The hour he appoints is;zwhen 
| hepleaſeth; the Weapon he now chiefly fights withis the Plague, rake you 
what you will; the Place is Londen... What-Cowards, do you+turn your 
backs now? Are you afraid to-Dye, -and yet are nat afraid tobe Damn'd ? 
What will you langh at Hel}, and:now quake at Death, and flie-from-ir> 
But think not your heels can ſecure you, nor any place you canfflie to; ſoon- 
er or later be ſure hee'lfind you out, What did you challenge God tothe 
Combat and now doyou runfor*t? Can yon deny it > What elſe meant all 
your open, impudent wickedneffe, but to bid God do his worft 2 For:to' fie 
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you were refolved. let him right bimſelf how he could. © God threw 
down his Gauntlet, when he ſaid, 7'he Soul that fins hall dye, You tookie 
ap; when 'ou ruſh'c upon thoſelins, ' - What you: miſergble Caitiffs;;"you 
.Children of the'Devil, whois a Murderergmuſt you ſtand wpon your terms, 
and command obſervance from your Companny,;and will draw-at the leaſt 
_Afﬀeont, and ſhall God be careleſſe of his Honour ? Was-ir: nor preſent 
death for a man to throw a Ghaſſe of Liquor in your face?-And-have yon 
done lefle againſt God one day after anorher,by pouring:down your ſupet- 
Auons Glaſſes ? Did the Lye deſerve the ſtab, «nd ſhall! you goScot-free . 
who have ſo.often giventhe Lye to God himſelf, ſpeaking'to you by his 
'Word and Miniſters, his Spiritand your own Conſciences? Nay, ' what 
you countthe moſt unſufferable Reproach, have you not been ready to in- 
terpret Gods Patience for Cowardice ?. Well, you: are wont to call-your 
ſelves Gentlemen : Know then, That for theſe, and a 'multitude of fuch 
. -Afﬀronts, God demands Satisfaction, and have it he willone .-way or orher. 
Your ſpeedy Repentance, and believing recourſe to the blood that ſpeaks . 
better things than that of murdered Abe/, may ron him ; otherwiſe, 
when he makes Inquiſition for blood, hee*l [take the proudeſt of you by 


| the Throat, and caſt youto the Tormentors, and verily you ſhall not come 


thence; till you —_— che urmoſt Farthing. | | 
8. Another very heinous ſin amongſtus, is Prophanation of the Lords 
Day, and negleR of rhe Worſhip of God. How many are idling away 
their time at home, or which is worſe, ſinning it away in Tipling-honſes, 
whileſt they ſhould be attending the Publick'Service of God? .Or if they 
afford cheir bodily preſencethere for an hour or two, how ſoonafter do they 
betake themfelyes:to their pleaſures, as if the. reſt of the diy'were their 
own ?: Orasif when they had prayed to God, to keep them that day with- 
out ſin, they might boldlycommirit ? Agsif when they had beg'dof God, 
£0-reach them to keep ( amongſt the reſt }) the Fourth Commandment, 
" they mightthen take Liberty to break it ? And by their after-praRice, one 
would judge their prayer had been, Lord have mercy upon us; and vive us 
leave to break this thy Law. Some goto their Drunken Companions'ſome 
ro their Sports; others ro walk idly inthe {frees or fields, and the moſt to 
their common, vain and worldly difcourſe : To any thipg, rther than to 
private meditation, or Family-repetition of whatthey have heard. ' How 
far are men from .ſpending: this day, as -beſeems 'thoſe who haveImmortal 
Souls to care for, and can ſpare but little-time on week-dayes for ſuch: em. 
ployments ? Oh how exceedingfew are there that are willing rightly to in- 
form themſclyes of the nature, uſe and end of this day, and accordingly to 
improve it? Asit is aday ſet apart to commemorate not only the work of 
Creation, but chiefly of Redemption by Chriſt our Lord, and eſpecially his 
| ReſurreQion, 
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Reſufretion, that being to himasa kind of reſt from his Labours : - An4 
moreover, as it may he cousa Typeand a Reſemblance of the Ecernal Sab- 
batiſm we ſhall enjoy in the Heavens : When we ſhall reſt from all ſinful, 
rroubleſom, and bodily works; and bewholly employ'd in:the admiration, 
and praiſe of that Divine Love, which concrivid and-wrought our Redem- 
ption and Salvation, To have leave thus to ſpenda day with and for God, 
wou!d be ſufficient ro erigage holy and ingenious Souls, withall alacrity. and 
thankfulneſſe to embrace the opportunity. Such would be aſham'd to ſtand 
reaſoning and enquiring whether they might not halye it with God,and rob 
him and theraſelves of a goodpart.. Whata ftrange tedious thing is it for 
poor Creatures,-that know not God, nor their ownneceſlities,to beobliged 
ro confecrate One day in Seven to ſpiritual Services, for which, awakened 
and experienc*c Souls chink their whole Life-time little enough ? How ma- 
ny have we had crying, like thoſe, Amos 8.5. mhen wil:the New Moon be 
gone, and the Sabbath over That they mighe again to their pleaſures, or 
enjoyments! Nay, our People haye been in more haſte than fo; they could 
not {tay till che Sabbach was over, but muſt to their barg13ining, their buying 
and felling, How frequent is this wich many Shop-keepers in the City, 
when no neceſlicy requires it > Well, if indeed you are ſoecagerly bent on 
your buſineſs, that you will not keep a Sabbath which God commands you, 
hee'| force you to another kind of _ Sabbath cham this, which you: ſhall have 
more reaſon to cry out, F/her will it be over ? You ſhall be made to ret 
from your works longer than this comes to, if you cannot afford God that 
ſmallſpace of time he affords you :- And youthat were wontto be fo wea- 
ry of the Prayet and Sermon, and ſhift poſtares, firſt up, and then down 
peeping atche Glafſe, or your Watch, Is it not equal that you ſhould be held 


with thoſe pains which ſhall make you weary for ſomewhat? when you ſhall 


turn from fide to ſide, but get no eafe, and countall the tedious hours of the 
nighe,,expeCting every moment'to fink into that woful ſtate, where are no 


 moredayes, or nights, or hours, whereyou ſhall never have a momentsreſt . 
_ througha wholeEternity ! And then ſay wherher the Service of God, or 


rhe. Suffevings you. feel from-Ged, be the more tedious.: If wicked wretches 
thus looſely encroach upon the Lords owriday, may we not well. fear--Jeſt 
God ſhould depbpplate ourLand,that ſo.at length ic may enjoy its Sabbaths? 


 Andivwsirnot juſtthey ſhould be ſeized with adiſeaſe, whichadmits hot of a 


Miniſter to viſit them, who in thetime of life and health did-ſo lirtle- care- 
for theit Miniſter? How many whp haye -beer: ſhut: up from' all converſe 
with-nien,were wont formerly toexcommunicate themſelves fromthe Pub- 
lick Congregation ? And if they would not ſtir over their Threſholdto the, 
Church, 'tis juſt they ſhould not fir outatall, And may we not ſee many 


doorspraying now, whoſe owners were not before wonr to-pray either in 
Wives LL :. Publick, 
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Publick, or with cheir Families, onthe Lords Day, or any other time? Nay, 
perhaps, might be deriders of all ſerious praying, and only uſe to take Gods 
| Name in yain with their Formalities : Is it not juſt then, that thoſe who 
were utterly unacquainted with, and it may be jeer'd at, praying by the 
Spirit, ſhould be taught by the fecling of their fleſh,to groan out an hearty 
Lord have mercy upon us. : STE; 

9. Another very common fin, ſomewhat related to the former, is the 
contempt and abuſe of the Ordinances of Chriſt, eſpecially the Lords Sup- 
per ; whileſt ſo many partake of the Table of ' the Lord, and in ſome ſenſe 
of the Table of Devils ; which, whartis it but to provoke the Lord to jea- 
louſie, as if -we were ſtronger than he ? '1 Cox. 10. 21,22. Many there 
are indeed, whoſe Hypocrilie and Treachery is only known to God, and 
though the Minitter cannot, yet theſe he will find out, To yow obedience 
to God, whilſt we intend and perform nothing leſſe, this is ſuch a wicked- 

' neſſe, fo folemnly to mock lim, as he will not bearat his creatures hands : 
_ And how _ Thouſandsare guilty of ſuch falſhood and perjury? For the - 
breach of thefe Oarhs be fure the Land mourns, When each member of 
' the Church thus Covenants to Reform himſelf, and yet_ tilt continues in 
 wickedneffe. How isthe receiving this Sacrament made a meer matter of 
courſe? And if- it be remembred fora day it's well , but the engagement 
then made is preſently forgot. | Bur believe ir, God will not forget it ſo. 
How many havewe,thart are Celebrating the remembrance of Chriſts death 
_ roday, who are Crucifying him again to morrow? And ſuch as theſe, I 
chiefly intend, who whil'ſt they caftomarily renew their obligations, to live 
' tothe honour of their Lord, do-what in them lies to put him to an open 
ſhame. And where is the place where difference is put betwixtthe precious 
and the vile, and any ſcruple made of caſting Pearls before Swine,Childrens 
bread to Dogs ? Whoſoever's faulr this is, that it is a fault, and a very hei- 
nous'one too, can hardly be denied by any thar ufe'to read, what, Qualifica- 
tions Scripture requires of all that are admitted; not only to ſome more ſo- 
jemn Ordinances, but into Church-communion. If covetous perſons,Drun- 
kards, Swearers, Whoremongers, and all diſorderly Walkers are'to be no- 
ted, withdrawn from, and notts beeaten with (take the wordin what ſenſe 
. you will ) then let the moſt impartial, charitable perſon judge, what a vaſt 
and fad difference there is betwixc the precept; and our praQice. $5 hoe {rt 
Evangelium, non ſumuns Evangelici. Whereare they that walk after this 
Rule ? And*risnothlikely that this very ſin which brought fickneflles' and 
deach upon'the Corinthians, ſhould have loſt tes provoking nature »by: the 
traRt of time, or any difference of circumſtantes berwixr us and them. 4t 


cannor*furely be thought that the Commonneſle of this miſcarriage, nor yet 
the difficulty and ſeemingimpoſſibility which ſome are apr to pretend of 
baving. 
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havingic remedied, ſhould render it leſſediſpleaſing to that Holy God, who 


isfo jealous about his SanQtuary. If V2z2.4h was ſmitten for his coo bo!d 


officiouſneſle in ſtaying the tottering Ark, and 50070 men of the ZBeth/be- 


»ites tor their curioſity.in pryinginto it, how ſhall they be able to ſtand 
before the Lord intheday of his-vengeance, who have ſo profan'd his holy 


Ordinances ! Intereſt ſometimes reſtrains men from py a crime thar 


is univerſal, but believe ir, this takes no placein C No, to his mercy we 
oweit only, that our puniſhment is not as extenſive as Our guilt, But ſurely 
this his Beſom of deſtruction with which he ſweeps away multitudes, clear- 
ly ſpeaks it ſelf ſent to ſcourge a general fin, and I know none more than 
this weare now-upon. Andit isnot mens Lazinefle, or- carnal intereſts ; 
their lothneſle to diſpleaſe either the Yulgar, or Great Ones, by whom they 
live, that ſhall here, orinthe day of their appzarance before the great Law- 
giver and Judge, excuſe their diſobedience to his ſo expreſle and perempto- 
ry InjunQions. To tell them then, chat his Commands were incenſiitenc 
with theireaſe, or the fayour of men, which is the yvoyce of their preſenc 
negligence; will hardly excuſe them who have fo often told others, That no 
man can be Chriſts Diſciple ({ much leſs then a Miniſter ) withouc yery 
great meaſures of Self-denial, If any of thoſe, whom they now pleaſe by 
rheir cowardice and compliance, will then bearthem out, they are ſafe e- 
nough, burif that is not to be expected, they had beſt betinok themſelves 
in time, how to give a comfortable account of their Stewardſhip. Though 
' private members performing their duty, may not juſtly pretend the Paſtors 
negligence to juſtifie a Separation, yet how far others aſſuming a po 
_ themlelves, if they execute it nor, will excuſe thoſe who are depured co dif- 
_ penſe theſe myſteries, when they ſhall deliver them to ſuchwhom they have 
go0d reaſon to think unworthy, it behoves them whoare concerned well to 
conſider, The unworthy receiver himſeck, it may be, hath ſome pretence 


- or Other, to ſhift the blame from off him, asthat he was never admoniſhed 


nor ſuſpended, bur all theſe evaſions will be too groſs to paſs for currenc 


with a juſt Judge. I hope *cis no ſcandalous thing to bewail the want of, and 
earneſtly defire a Diſcipline amongſt us,as gnilty as the word/is grown : By - 


* 


whom, or withwhat circumſtances managed, it matters not\ſa mach, ſo'we 
mighe have the thing, that the plain and indiſpenſable Laws of: Chriſt may 
beexecuted; that thoſe very Conſtitutions which are fundamental to ſuch 
a Society asChriſt hath appointed his Charch co be, may not be- vislated; 
thatthere may be diſcerned fone difference betwixt the Church and the 
World, beſide what a-bare Opinion, or verbal Profeſſion makes, that on- 
ly che credible profeffionand diſcovery of that faith and holineſs, which 
makes aman a Member of Chriſt, may ſerve for his being accepted as a 
Memberof ttie Church. And Lmay wy ſafely fay , That all they who 
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werto 


haye 
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| have promiſed to God they would £08 A removal of ſuch like corrup- 

tions aSthisI bave been taxing, are indiſpenſably oblig'd to perform ir, 
ſince this is no more chan what was incinded in their Baptifmal Covenanr, 
Whatever variety of apprehenſions there may be as to this point of Diſci- 
pline, yet methinks fo much as is judged lawful and:neceſlary, by [thoſe 
who have power enough in their own hands, ſhould not be negleRted : bur 
it would yery well def@rye their care, to, ſee their own Laws put in Exe- 
cution, . 

10. And now we ſpeak of the Execution of Laws, we may very well. 
mention it asa moſt f:d and ſhametui, and very provoking fin, that afcer 
there is ſo tnuch provifion made tor the reſtraint and puniſhmene of Vice, 
by many good and wholſome Laws, there ſhould be no more fruit of them 
ſeen, for want of their being Exccuted. How rare isit now adays to hear 
of 2 man puniſhed for Drunkenneſſe, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking? And 
is it any other than natural co ſee theſe and the hke Impieties abound, whilſt 
the multitvde thataremoſt ruled by preſent things thar reach their fleſh, 
find no hurt come of their moſt protane, and licentious courſes ? And if 
men negle& their duty, can it be expzRed: bur that God ſhould take the 
Sword of Juſticeinto his own bands, -and puniſh the Rebellious ? If it be 
demanded, what can be done more than to enat Laws, and. appoiiit men 
to put them in force, and by a Solemn Oath engage chem thereto ? If it 
may n ot appear preſumption; I would anſwer, thar it is alſo of as great con- 
ſequence to ſee the Execution of Laws commitced co them, who give pro- 
bable grounds to believe, that they will be faichful to their tfuſt. Scanger- 
begs Sword ina Cowards, or Childs hand,jslike to do no great ſervice. The 
rruth of it is, the moſt conſciencious look upon the charge as ſo weighty, 
that they dare ſcarceundertake it, much leſſe do they ambitioully ſkek after 
it; and if they ſhould, 'ris a queſtion whether their leſſe. deſerving. compe- 
titors would not make a greater intereſt and prevent them, Bur were all 
who are concerned ſo vigilant as they ſhould be, no doubt but that there 
might be a very great redreſle of this miſchief, Was there a diligent in. 
ſpection to diſcoyer, and a willingneſlſe to embrace them, there might be 
found many, who notwithſtanding-the great diſcouragements they mighc 
meet with, would for the Honour of God, and ſervice of their Country, 
engage themſelyes in this burdenſom, but: honourable employment, Bur 
can they be zealous for God, and for ſubjeRion to. his Laws, who will not 
themſelves be rul'd thereby ? [Far be it from me to ſpeak evil of the Rulers | 
of the People. I know itisthe.duty of all. to do what they can to preſerve 
to their Perſons that Honour, which may contribute to, the ſucceſſefal diſ- 
charge of their fun&tions. And therefore it is no way fit to charge them. 


with crimes upon ſuſpition, or bare report; nor to reprove them for ſecret 
| | fins. 


mw I. © ; 
fins publickly, .nor to doit in thar'manner that may: proctre themicon-' 
cempt from the People : Butif the miſcarriages of men in authority are 
ſo notorious, that *tisin vain to endeayour to conceal them ; and when the 
offenders are ſuch and ſo many, thar there is no way to.deal with them, but 
by an open publiſhing of their reprehenſion; and conſequently of the faults 
they are reprov'd for, it cannor. inthis cafe be juſtly cenſured for irreve- 
rence or undntifulneſſe, co mind them modeſtly of their duty,and their 
les of it : eſpecially whilſt the diſcourſe is general, medling with no mans 
perſon, nor refletingon - bur the guilty. Indeed ic may very well be- 
come thoſe who are more eſpecially concern'd, and who have the advanta- 
es of accelle to, intimacy with,and intereſt in Magiltrates and great Ones, 
' to deal with them, though with that ſubmiſſion and: meekneſs which be- 
ſeems Inferiours, yet with that freedome and *plainneſſe which beſeems: 
Friends, and Chriſtians. Such chat have liberty to ſpeak, without pratify- 
ing the corrupt humour of the rabble, that oftentimes dearly loyeto hear 
their Govertiours talkt againſt and diſgrac'd; and they whoſe own perſo-: 
nal knowledge, furniſheth them with matcer and'ground for reproof, with- 
out taking up with the flaunders, and groundleſs ſfurmiſes of the malicious, 
or common rumours of idle, and impudent tatlers and railers, choſe I ſay 
who have theſe advantages, are deeply engaged to improye the ſame in do- 
ing theirutmoſt co diſcover to-them their particular ſins, with allthe aggra- 
vations of them, and to preſſe themuponthofe duties, which are ſonece(- 
ſary for their own and the Kingdoms welfare. If this be the effect of great- 
neſſe, to be ſecured from all faithful, and ſerious reproofs, and councel, and 
to be betray'd by baſe Aatterers, and. ſordid low-ſpirited tempogizers, .itis 
as great an unhappineſſe as canbefallthe.Sons of men. To: have leave to 
be ſick, and not told of it till its paſt remedy ; to haye leave to ſtab ones 
ſelf, and no one mult dare to hold our hands, are no very deſirable privi- 
ledges: And to be ſuffered to poſt on to everlaſting burnings, without be- 
ins told plainly whicher we are going, isI think, as little for our grofic, as 
ciches of thoſe. If any be of another mind, as loth to. be tormented before 
their time, I earneſtly pray God their experience give not them roo full con. 
viction, | ; : 
That which I intend ander this Head, is the negligence of thoſe who are 
entruſted with the adminiſtration of Juſtice, WhenlI ſpeak moſt ſoftly, E 
cannot but fay what is very notorious, that they are fadly guilty of 8 con- 
nivance at ſuch grofle profaneneſle, as is puniſhable by. the Laws of the 
Land: Alas, they have got their diſtindt capacities; they -are: Gentlemen 
as well as Juſtices; and theſe it ſeems are inconſiſtent orie with the other: 
Thar which Religion, their Oath , their fidelicy ro God,; their Prince, and 
Country engage them to; is contradiedforſooth by the Gencility they 
; car. 
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bear about them, which forbids all moroſeneſs and ſeyerity , eſpecially to: 
rheir-companions, who are as deeply guilty of Debautcheries, as the vileſt 
and poorett Wretches of the Nation. Andindecd can they with any Mo- - 
deſty, or' pretence of Reaſon take notice of, or be ſevere againſt thoſe Vi- 
ces, which their own Examples encourage even Inferiours, much-more their: 
_ Geatlemen-good-fellows to? Whether this be a Forgery. or Slaunder, I 
appeal to the Experience of the reſpetive Counties where they. reſide. I 
intend not the Innocent in this accuſation ; wherefore none but the Guilty 
have Reaſon to beangry, and they as little as any. Why ſhould an honeſt 
Citizen be diſpleas*d, ro hear another fay, There are many Knaves in the 
City? But if it be grievous to them to hear of their faults, their Drunken- 
neſs, Swearing, and ſuch like Looſneſs, let them think what it is to commit 
them. How loudly did God cry, zyho will riſe up for me againſt the evil 
avers > Or, who will ſtand np for me againſt the workers of Iniquzty? And 
becauſe none would hearken, God himſelf hath brought upon men their own 
iniquity, and cut them off in their wickedneſs, Plal.g4.16,23. Had our Ju- 
ſtices, and all Magiſtrates, been as careful to prevent the Contagion of Sin 
inthemſelves, their Families and Juriſdictions, as they are to hinder the 
ſpreading of the Infe&Qion, this latter Labour might happily have been ſpa- 
red them. ; 
- And now Fam ſpeaking of Rulers, and Men of Place and Honour, here: 
give me leave ſadly tolamentit, That the Nobility andGentry of our Lavd, 
the Major part of them, are arrived to ſuch an height of Prophaneneſs , that 
they, as being by their Advancements more ConFþicuous than others, are mot 
Infamous for the + 099mg Vices we have mentioned. Oh where are the hop't 
for fruits of thoſe Sufferings many of them have paſt through'? Do they 
not demean themſelves, as if they were delivered to do all theſe Abomina- 
tions? Are they nottoo like that King 4haz, who being aflited, grew 
worſe and worſe? Have they taken ſuch a prejudice againſt the Word, Re- 
formatiag, that they hate the very thing too, and the leaſt appearance of1t? 
Whart do they recoil with greater eagerneſs to their vicious courſes, as Ha- 
ving/been under a reſtraint for a while ? Are they refolyed- not to: be be- 
hind hand in infor all that> Or do they think to revenge themſelyes' of 
God for the affliQtions they have lain under ? Or did they think themſelves 
now ſo ſecure, that withour all danger they might provoke the moſt High 
God > Why, you poor impudent Worms, do you know whom you have 
reproached? Apainſt whom you have exalted your voice, andlift up. your: 
eyes on hiph ? even againſt the Holy One of 1/rael. - Why , you Sotnſlr 
Sons of ZBelial, did you think a title or place of Honour would diſpenſe 
with _ for your Rebellions againſt the Almighty Ruler of the World? 
Who kath Rood by you, and obſerved all your contempt of Him , and his 
| oo Laws, 
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Laws, and-hath hitherto pared you ourof Pity, nat Fear. - What, becauſe: 
you could proudly inſult and domineer over your Fellow-creatures, did-yau, 
think to Qut-brave God himſelf ? What, did you think a Feather jn-your, 
Caps, or a Ruffling Suir, for which Fools look at you with: ſo much Reye- - 


rence, would procure his Reſpe&t ? Did you think he would be more ter- 
der of your Delicacies, than to Treat youſor , as he doth; inferiour 
Sinners? Did you imagine, when he ſent his Meſſengersto ſeize you , whea 
he ſhould Commiſtion either Death or the Devil to lay hold on yon, that. 
you ſhould fright them away with Swearing” and Banning,and Damming ? 
Or with your Swords and Piſtols, as you were wont to ſerve the Serjeants 
that came to Arreſt you? Did you imagine you. had made an agreement. 
with Death and Hell, thatthey ſhould never ſwallow you up 2 Or that your 
Submiſſions to the Devil had made him ſo much your Friend, that he would 
not hurt you ?.. At length I beſeech you, be convinc't of your miſtakes;and 
humbled for your folly,” and be perfwaded to believe,7 hat the ftrifteffÞo Ho 


lineſſe is no diſhonour to your Greatneſſe, nor think that your Intereſt, which cone! 


tradifts it, Oh be not fo monſtroufly vile, to abuſe Gods bounty ;fo- as 
- to make it but an help to your finning againſt him with'more freedom-and 
conſtancy. Make nor your Eſtates ſnares to your Souls, by mifpendingthem 
only in gratifying your Luſts, Appetite and Pride ; but improve them: for 
the Honour, and according to the intention of the Donor; that they-may 
not become ſuch an mens + portion to you, that at length-you ſhould hear 
the cutting anſwer, given to'one of your Predeceſlors, /» ;hy Life-time tho 
didſt recerve thy good things, © OUS HE, 
Nor let any of our Great Ones pleafe themſelves with a conceic ,- That 


they are not the Perſons eminently inſtrumental in bringing down. Judg- 


ments upon us, becauſe gs yet they are freeſt from the ſame; as having rhe 


convenienciesof removing themſelves from rhat ſtroke which' lights moſt | 


upon the Meaner Sort , for we may frequently find in Scripture , That the 
fins of the Great Ones have brought Sufferings upon the Commonaley, who 
alſo intheir place and meaſute have beenas wickedas others; 'and with- 
all, letrhem not be roo confident, till they are paſt all danger, cill their Har- 
neſs. is .put of; or racher, till Ged hath laid 'dowri his Sword, | If theſe 
Judgments reachthem not, God hath yert'more in ſtore for the obfſtinate : 
and if they eſcape all here; yerif arlength they: arecaſt into the Lake that 
burns with fire and brimſtone, they'l have little c-nſe for bozſting, | Since 
then qur:Great Men, like thoſe, 'Fer. 5: 5. Though they have known: the way. 
of the Lord. yet have altogether broken the Toke; and *barſt the Bonds : MW 


prayer is,that they may not do as thoſe,v.3.' #%ho-whonthey were ftrickin did 


err faces harder than a 


wot grieve, bat refuſed to recerve correftion,and ma work 


flint, and refuſed to return, leſt God-execute on thenr' thofe threatnings-you 


' may . 


« 


4 


: - EO 2 oo 
may read at large, ver. 6.' Oh that they ma receive inftrugtion in time ; be- 
fore they feel that Iron Rod, which will daſh in pieces all it lights on, and comes 
too Late to teach them any thing but what will aggravate their torment. 
- 13; 1 amverily perfwaded,had this Plague betal'nus Three'or Fourſcore 
' Yearsapo, and had Popery been as rife then, as now ir1s with us; this would 
norhaye been'accounted one of the leaſt procuring cauſes, by the 'moſt ſo- 
- her Divitiesof the Nation ;' except this be grown a more innocent thing 
than formerly; and che Idolatry ot it diſtinguiſh away by latter wits;' or 
elſe idolatry be grown leſs offenſive to God, than heretofore, we'may rake 
the botdnels to ſay, 7 bat the Licence'its Profeſſers have had, or have taken to 
exerciſe the ſame, t one of the A bominations of  oar Land, provoking toaGod 
qealoics of bis torſo. Reaſon of Stare, is an Abyffe which it becomes nor 
ſhorr-ſighred Sub jeds to pry into; but'if the pretence of this induce any 
thing contrary to the incereit of Religion, he that hath imbib*d but the 
very-principles of Chriſtianity, may confidently pronounce the deepeſt Po- 
ficiansthatadviſe it, Stark: Fools. The reſolution and conſtancy of pious 
Prince Edward, England's ?ofiah, in denying Liberty tor Maſs to: his Siſter 
Mary, wasin thoſe times accounted ſingular Piery, even.by thoſe Biſhops - 
who came to requeſt ic. Tis ſomewhar, ſtrange, methinks, to ſee even the 
poor:Quakers themſelves, drag'd to Priſons, and baniſh*d the Land , whilſt 
Conventicles more expreſly contrary to the Law of God, and equally, I 
think,to the Law of the Land, are (at leaſt ) overlook'c. Yea, let me | 
add, this freedom rhey enjoy, whilit half a dozen of private Chriſtians, 
in all things ſo far as concerns Laymen, conformable to the Charch of Z»g- 
land, cannot have Liberty to meet together for the private Service of God , 
though it were but to join their prayers on the behalf. of our Land, that ic 
would pleaſe God to remove fromoff us'the heavy Judgments we now lie | 
-under. Could there be no proviſion-made againſt Seditious Meetings, with- 
our fuch Reſtraints as theſe ? Nay, and if they take this Liberty by ſtealth, 
how much moreſecure are twice as many Drunkardsin a Tavern, ' met ar 
one of their Conventicles of Good-fellowſhip.? So thatche more Politick, 
have found a Tavera the. ſafeſt-place for a Meeting. And doth not! this . a- 
bundantly evirice, how much the'hamors and private inclinations of; men;o- 
verſway and prevait-intheir adminiſtrationsby the ſame Laws? Tf: thereſore 
the ſpirit of the times, and the inclination ot inferjour Magilrates lay as 
much againſt Prophanenels, as what they call Phanaticſm, that would have 


no more.immunitythanthis. Let none be'offendedat'my Liherty of ſpeech, 

fince doubtleſs theſearethings that need a Reformacion ,; I hope *cis allow- 

able to fay ſo, yea, and heceſlary too. SOEEE i 09 23 SR 

_ -Andas for Popery, thoughlT involve not the Magiſtrate in the guiltof all 

that Liberty they aſſume to themſelves , yetI hope we may have free leave 
- ww, ro 
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 tofay guiltupon It, and to charge a niolh intolerabls impulenee 


. mentable Diviſions that have been, and ſhil re on footamoty 


procure wrath upon 'us. Well may char hae fron 


Profeſſors, and numerous Abetcors-of'ir;--: How many, botls openly *an 
pation of thar, which'is 'much more 
hurtful, though nor foiſpreading as the Contagion now'amongft us ?''And 
that it is not ſo ſpreading, we owe noe ſo much to their wanc. of! will*, or 
pains'; but tothe Goodneſs of God, the Illneſs of their Caule,andthe bet- 


cloſely, are hard at work for:thepr 


cer cemper of -our Clime fortified with-the Truch.” But ſurely. it 'would + 


well deſerve thecare of thoſe in power, to do ſomewhat more, to keepthe 


-Healzhful from the Sick, and co order that there might not be ſomuchLicenſe 


given for people to frequent thoſe places, where *risnotimpoſſible buc ſome 
= be Infected , even fuch, whoſe Senſe chooſeth their Religion; who 
would have their Devotion, like their Recreations; and a Chappel, like a 
Play-houſe : And I wiſh too many of ont Gallants be' not of this diſpoſt- 
tion; bur as for others, I would haye them go to a Mals to be confirmed a- 
Sainſt Popery. Its very notorious, what freedom they takefor their meet. 


' 1ngs 0 many places in the Countrey, as well as City, beſides choſethat'may 


be priviledged ; And certainly Zng/axd isnot like to fare the better", - for 


being the Stage whereon ſo much Pious Pageantry, and Hiſtorical Worſhip 


is ated. Had Dagon been carried 'abour amongſt the Iſraelites ; with aenical. 


much Reverenc&zas the Ark'was amongſt the Phili/tines with Rudenels; *cis 
likely | 
conliders what Idolatry often brought upotithe Fews; and ſhall well con- 
template the Popiſh-Devotions, and our pr miſeries; may not more 
clearly diſcern our puniſhinenc like to theirs, than a like probable cauſe' of 


Peor, If theſe meek Innocents ( who'with much ado'*bring themſelves to 
calk alitcle humbly, when inſtead of Fixeand'Faggoc, they are fore roar- 
gue with words.) ſhould Retorrt,thar we'deal as unfultty with thein;/as the 


— 


whoever have raiſed and kep't up theſe,have had not the teaft i 


uf 7 "Ha 


That had been attended with as great Plagues, as was This," He 'that 


uslitcle more beholden'to Rome; than they were to' Baal 


> "bg 


EET s Eg (42) DN , ; 
ſeprrated frotmhis love, who are {o.divided one amongſt. angther. When 
One partof. the Nation hath ſuffered, ;chen ſtill the- orher hath rejoyc'd-in 
their Brethrens) Nyſcries, as contribucing.. to: the adyancement- of their 
Cauſe., And ſucceflively, what the Sufferers call Fyranny, Cruelty; and 
Perſecution, thoſe that inflict it, call ita-jutpuniſhment for their maligni- 
xy or obſtiaacy. . - Oh how yult is it then, That a general Puniſhmentſhould 
at length, work us into. a; more general Compaſſion > That" at leaſt, -we 
may pity-exch ocher; when we areallinthe ſame Miſery, that appears to 
.haye noching/of a Party init, but ſtrikes down on al{-fides' thoſe that-Rand 
.deforeit 2. Many and great. Eactionsin the Weſtern” Church, did-rmme- 
diately precede tts being aver-yun by the Gorhes' and Vandals :- andinot on- 
1y inthss, : butall ocher Corruptions are we like ro them, as may belearn'd 
fromthe W ricers of- thoſe days ; : Gad of his infinite mercy avert the fur- 
_ ther Jadgmepts. which fuch- Diſorders; preſage, Such is;/and longiharch 

been our Caſe,..That the loudeftand moſt carnelt intreaties for Peace, have 
beengdrowned with-the contrary noiſe and: clamour of the Conteritious. 
What comes fromthe weaker and oppreſſed Party, is till rejeted as mur- 
« .muring and complaining ; And thoſe char are in Proſperity, - reje& the of- 
fers which after they would gladly condeſcend to. Still the-Side that rules, 
when they:find they-can ſecure their Intereſts without any -compliance, 
.partly,-out of; a:jealouſficer of . being undermined, - partly, out of alove to 
to havexthe preheminence, and parcly, out of adefire-of revenge, -are far 
From hearkningto the moſt reaſonable motions for Unity and Peace. And 
he that,mentions, or laments our Diviſions wich never ſo Catholick- and 
impartial aſpjrit and deſign, if:he charge notallche blame npon one Par- 
ty, ſhallfcarce receiveany thatks:from cicher. - 'If | he cries out of nothing 
* Þur Antichriſtianiſm, Idolatry, ;Superſtition,' and Tyranny, then he ſhall 

be bugg'd'by ſome, Andif 'heinveigh bitterly againſt Schiſm, Sedition, 
FaQion, Hypocriſie, and charge this upon all that are not juſt of the bhu- 
Mour of the times they live in, then he ſhall pleaſe others. Bur if he ſay, 
ſome are t00 imperiots and impoſing, and others too- peeviſh, __—_, 
and quarrglfom; and both coognilty of cenforiouſnels and deyotedneſs ro 
their own-caltomsor opinions ; Be ſhall hirdly be grateful co/either; brit. 
onlyto thetrue Sons of Peace amongſt all, who areendued with the ſweet 
= gemaine temper of Chriſtianity. i hdd on 

Oh unbappy.Zxg/and! How long hiſt thou-been toſt to and fro by the 
hands of Yiolence and Contention ? How oft haſt thou beentbent | this 
way, and that, into contrary.extreams ? Oh when at length wiltchoube fer 
ſtrait,- and obtain a quiet reſt > Oh that this might be the happy effe&t of 
Gods heavy band gow upon us! We, andour Pokerity then would __ 

| L cauſe 


RES 


) two 1565. which difcoreret ! 
C'ofi-ctheir own' hearts; -cheir un+ 
another, and cur'd'threm' hereof, 
Wiſh of mine, 


GL .. 
| Plapne chat! 
co the Inhabitants of - BugHard this Blap 


exaſe to ſay), * Olv tiappy 


andrreconciled them into a: bleſſed ] 
Let every Reader ſay ' Amer, even $0 beir. | | by 

. Oh what is become of that humble, patient, ſelf-denying, loving Spi- 
rit; which wasonce the Charader of 'the Followers and Friends 'of our” 
gracious, tender-hearced; and <eompaſſionate Lord: Jeſus. Strange, that 
ever the Goſpeliof Peace ſhould furniſh cthe'Corruptions of men with mat. 
ters for Strife } 'When one great, ' yea, very great Deſign of it, 1s, to pro- 
mote the trueſt, and moſt ſolid; and univerſal Peace amongſt the Sons of - 
men : which is the nacural Conſequent of their'beingat pzace with God; 
through the (great Reconciler, * And yet-what would we have? Theres: 
ſcarce a man bur ſpeaks for-Peace, and vehemently declaims againſt Diſſen- 
tions. Few there are bur wonder there ſhould be'any Differences in the 
World, andchae men are not-all of one mind;” .But: what” mind mult that 
be 2' Even their own. Andthis; this is our miſchiet:: the World}{9/Wof 
ſuch Magiſterial Spifits, that they, forſooth; would be DiRatourBif'the 
Church, And chough themſelves maybe always wavering, and crookne@” 
by a Devorioafor a Party, yetwould they be the Cemre' where all-yari- / 
ous apprehenfions ſhould 'meer, cheir- Opinions and Wills muſt be: theRule - 
and Standard of -Truch and Daty. Thougt-men beneverſo much” blind- 
ed by Prejudice or.Seif-conceir, . yet they take it il}; if 'others will nor-(&' 
with their eyes, blindfold themſelyes, and take them for our Guides;> Now 
irour Nation; One man. wonders what is inthemind of: ſome; eharrhey 
are faln ſo much in love with-fome. inconſiderable things}: that: ehey 'rigo» 
rouſly exa& from all others-an obſervance of: themy 'And theſe wonder : 
there ſhould be any found toſcruple avthem :; Butirs well\\if eitherremem- 
ber their own i | mn, weakneſs, and liableneſs to miſtake; which-mighr 
moye them both to-a more charirable conſtruQion 'ofrhiew: BrethrensaRi- 
ons; The Oyerrcures for agreement, which : come from-the weaker, :are 
ſometimesdifgrac'd by thofe of their own-way (the Zealots:of them) 2s 
proceeding from Cowardice and temporizing, and moſt frequently ſnuffe 
at by the Party that hath got- the upper hand, as ſaucy and; impertinent ; 
The condeſcenſions of thoſe that are inpower; are uſually licele morethan 
to will and: command, yesit may be, entreataltthat diſſent from them to 2» 
through-compliance, and chenthey't aceonnerhem humble and' peaceable ;;: 
but ſcarce otherwiſe, be their demands' never ſo-large'and unreaſomble;”* 


aſting Peace. To this 


. 


* 
. 
"1 


Andif anytrueLover of Chariry, not'of 'themame;burrhing; ſhalt pro. . 


poſe a way for therecongilingof- Mr Ei ns any £0, efpecial- 
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1yby the higher ſide, and becomes cable of Preferment ( except- as - 
a means tocorrupthim ) as being notchprowly Bptized intotheir. Party. : 

Thus haye we got one for;Paw/, and another for; Apollo, nay, worle dis | 
Ninguiſhing names than theſe; and whil” it-both ſides are r00 Suilty of itn- 
veighing againſt each other for not coming over wholly to them, bow little 
1s done toward a Mid-way mecting;? Who formerly have been, and who 
now eſpecially are too blame in the Land for keepingopen our brezches, is 
not yery difficult imparrially to diſcovers Buc{till jt ſo falls ont, - that chey - 
who are moſt in fault, may leaſt ſafely be told ſo; 'for this muſt-needs be ac- 
knowledged,That they who have opport unity and power of making a very fair. 

and (atusfattory Accomodation betwixt thoſe that differ, and yet doit not, [0 
far as this ne glett comes to, are the perſons guilty of COMtInmIng onr divifions.. 
They who had formerly this opportunity, and neglefted it, were in their time 
guilty , and by conſequence they who now enjoy the ſame advantages, tand- yet | 
improve them not, muſt needs fall under the ſame charge. - I think that man- 
undertakes a very hard task, whoſe confin'd affeRtions, and zeal for his:par- 
ticulyQpinions, ſhall engage bim to defend all that is :done., by the Re- 
rainers ito the way which he himſelf hath embrac'c : For my. part I ſhould 
think it a piece of difficulty to maincain,that even our firſt Reformers from 
the Romiſh Superſtitions, were none of. them ated by private Aims , and 
Secular Intereſt, or- 'wiſcarried in no circumſtance of managing Airs, - 
though the main cauſe was moſt juſt and honourable. Let who lift then for 
mezentgr intou defence of this fide or that, not only for theſe Twenty, but . 
Hundred and twenty Years; for ſolonga date do ſome of our unhappy 
differences bear : And many will confidently aver, That a Puritun us of 'as 
ancient tanding , as an Engliſh Proteſtant and was once thought beſt worthy of 
that Name; anathat a Now-conformiſt was found, at ſoon as there appeared 
4 Martyr for the Reformed Canſe : Nor yet am I —_ look fo far 
back, as to give any impertinent rehearſal of all the diforders that did pre- 
cede or cauſe, accompany, or immediately follow upon the more open and 
- violent contentions which have been amongſt us, which might tend rather 
* toexaſperate all, than profic any , for doubtleſs ſuch miſcarriages have been 
of all ſides ( let particular Hiſtorians, this way or that, ſay what they will) 
that hearty Repentance, and mutual Forgiveneſs, is more becoming all,than 
Self- juſtification, and ſplecniſh Recrimipations , if there be wy yet guilty 
of. fo much pride and uncharitableneſs. Lheartily pray,that all who have 
ſo long ſurviv*d their Crimes, ma be deeply humbled for their ſetting our 
Nationon flame (which all che that was ſpilt hath not yer quench'r) 
for the Scandal they have brought upon the Proteſtant Cauſe, for all their 
breach of Oarbs, Vows and Covenanes, proſtituting their Conſciences, and 
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— piercnding Re igion for carrying 0n their coreupt deſigns, and wilful letti 
Nip che opportunities they had, tor the pr 


eftabliſhing a ſerled Peacein the Churches ; forthe gaining of which, ſome 


' excellent Spirics did fo earneſtly ( though roo unſucceſsfully ) labour, Bur 
oh is it not-flrange and ſid, that after we have ſo long ſeenand ſmarted un- 


der the deplorable effe&s of diſcord, we ſhould yet be asfar from embra- 


cing the neceſſary means of Reconciliation as ever! That after a Civil 
Peace hath beengraciouſly reftored, che Church ſhould ill be-ſo much di- 
vided? [And this after diverſe moderate perſons of different perſwaſions, 


-have ſo plainly laid down the methods for ſuch ar hea ntes might have - 


made usa Church glorious toall the World ; yea , for thoſe things which 


are the true glory of a'Charch, which would have made us alſo happy in - 


the approbation and favour of the God of Peace and Holineſs, .The Lord 


open the eyes, and ſoften the hearrs'of  all,at length to diſcern and accept of - 


' ſomeſuch Propoſals for Peace, that the Progreſs of our Feuds make us not 
a SpeQacle of Pity to our Friends, and Laughter toour Adverfaries, as they 


have already made us Objects of Gods Indignation. Tc is not my buſineſs - 


now to preſcribe theſe wayes, which if 4 were to do, I ſhould only take the: 
boldneſs co preſent Tranſcriptions; and ſomething 1 may have: occaſtonto 
ſay of  cfiis under another Head, to which T haſten : Only in General: let 
me add, Thisisa certain Truch, approved by the joint Suffrages of che moſt 
Sober and Judicious Divines,T hat whileſt our Peace ts laid upon the-prattice 
and approbation of things in their ewn Nature, to the moſt Ltnrned and'Con-. 
ſcientious, doubtful and difputable, it's never like to be firm and univerſal : 
And they who would build Unity upon an Uniformity in thoſe matters which 
will never bear the ſtreſſe of it, ſuch as me-before mentioned, they..are the per- 
foms that lay the ſureft grounds imiginable for the hatthint of Schiſms qwhere=. 
in, though they Who Take this occaſion, may be alſo culpable,,, yet will not this 
excuſe thoſe Who adminiſtred it. mwhevefore 'tis not by Names or Numbers, 
or Power, you muſt make a judgment, \phen you ſeek for Schiſmaticks, no more 
than you would, if looking for C atholicks,enquire only who call'd themſeluzs ſo. 
To evince my Aſſertions, who that hath not loſt his common reaſon, or elſe 
15 becom'n a Papiſt, but may diſcern; how impoſſible it is that ever a-ſtable 
Concordin the Chriſtian world, ſhould be founded upon the acknowledg- 
ment of the Univerſal Headſhip of the Biſhop of Rome ? And 'cis not all 
their Cotincels and Fathers they cari make ſuch falſe brags of, nor the diffu- 
 fiveneſs of this gangrene of their perfwaſion, nor the favour of fo many 
Princes, hor the Harmony they would make us believe is amongſt them» 


ufelt Combination of 
Ones 


- - end , 


Sc'iſmaticks, an > Dividers of the Church, and a 


promoting the cauſe of Chriſt , and ' 


ſees, can excuſe them fromthe juſt imputarion of being moſt notorious 
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Party, Which they are reſolved to proſecute and maintain,at that rate, that ng: 


got a Fattion contrary to theirs, or ſo long as there are to be found men of tru-' 


an Unity,for the more effectual advancement of the Catholick Faction,and. 


. be built upon ſack-foundations, asmay makejtextend to, and be. compre. 


| £ : 
- Once more let me add;..4/} thoſe who have,e/pouſed anyprivnte Intereſt ors. 


man ſhall have liberty to promate Chriſtianity it {clf, except he. will jaintly, cone". 
tribute to the advancement of that their deſsgn and way, are like toperpetuate . 
our diſſentions, ſo long as either there are other men of corrupt minds,Who have 


ly Catholick Spirits and Principles, that,will ſerve.the humors of no;men, nor.. 
abet this or that Party, as aiſtintt from all other pious, ſober, and peaceable 
Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith; but are reſolved to. be of that Seft only, . 
which in $t. Paul's dayes Was everyWhere ſpoken againſt, $3, 
I know there are many that are earneit tor Peace, oftentimes meaning no 
moreby ir, than a ſtricter Combination of all of their own Party, or ſome 
a lictle different, agunſt one they account a Common Enefny :.. Thus. no-. 
doubt the Romatult may be griey'd to conſider the ſiruglings in his Ma-. 
chers own.bowels, and may paſſionately exhort the ſeveral Contenders. to. 


joinc oppoſition of the Reformed Charches.. But alas, what narrow. ſpi- 
ritednelsis this | The Peace therefore am exbortingto,,and which, it. be-. 
ſeems all crue Followers of the Prince of Peace to endeavour after, ſhould-: 


henfive of all-that agree in the Eſſentials of Religion, the. belief and pra-. 
Rice of thoſethings that are reyealed in Scripture,as neceſſary toSalvation, 
and chey ought to keep up no other difference betwixt themſelves, and any. 
chat own the Chriſtian Name, andthe Arricles of irs Faith , Papiſis. them-- 
ſelves not excepted, beſides what. the rezeion- of all Innovations in Do- 
Arine; Diſcipline ot: Worſhip will-anayoidably produce, And therefore to. 
be ſo much of- a Negative Religion, as Papiſis tell us we are, denying: this. 
ot that groundleſs opinion, retuſing.ſuch and ſuch: needlefs. practiſes, is. a. 
cruer ſign of-a Catholick, than impoſing, any-one of thoſe: contraverxed. 
things, Our beſt Diſputancs againſt the Church of Romeztell us, 7-hat che, 
foundations of. the.Churches Efſence agreed on, and conſented to, are alone the, + 
:;mmutuble groundrof its Unity.  And1 ſuppoſeit may be founded upon 
this reaſon, 25z: That when a man enters into any Sociery for ſome advanta- 
sthere to be bad; he islike to be firmly engaged thereto, whil'ſt the condi- 
conf his contimancein it, js an acknowledgment and. praRtice of thoſe, 
chings only, thatare neceflary-for every. particular Member to do, if be 
would partake of; thoſe benefits that are attainable in Common in that S0+. 
ciety ; forevery mans perſonal ineret} engages him to an agreement thus 
far, But wbenany thing is fuper-induQ,that is, conſulted only far the gra- 
rifying or advancing ſome ſew, it. cannot be expeRedthat there ſhould be . 
4 2: genera, 


ple guilty of © as wilful and nalicioies contempt of God, his Goſpel, Miniſters 
and People, and neglett of all true Religion; as ever-any Nation of the world _ 


 gagements to Reformation that We have done; How have we tr 


general compliance in theſe hinge the Church being an Aggregate 
of perſons, believing and practifingiall chings that God hath propoled-and 
enjoined, in order t0-cheir everlaſting Happineſs , what more can be 
thought neceſlary for their{Inion, than cheir ConjunRion, inthe acknow- 
ledgmenc and praRice of . cheſe-chings?- Good God ! how clear, mechinks, 
is this Truth ! Andif this beche way toran Unionin the Carholick Church, 
why not in the particular Churches that are' parts of it ? For when theſe 
narrow and limit the conditions of Church-memberſhip, they ſo far de- 
part from Catbolick Unity. : Bur theſe-rhings are fully ſpoke ro by others. 
So then, what miſcarriages weare guilty of -in'this particular, is tully .evi- 
- dent; and what is to-bedone for. cheir iredreſs, is no way difficult to be 
_ found out and accompliſh*c,if ar length we were agreed co make Chriits in- 
tereſt ours, and wholly to lay.ouc our ſelves, and improve our power, and 
.enaQt Laws only ropromace that; and ro-enforce the Laws he hath already 
-made, and would bur bring our. acknowledgments'of Scripture-ſufficiency 
I ont: ft» | 


4 
£ "* - 's f 
4 35k i 
SS © 


.jnro. practice. 


The Lordgrant this may bethe reſolution-and endeavour of all-in this - 


Church andscate, who, under God,;ate in  aceapacity of ireltoring Healch 
.and Tranquylity 59a people 1o forely weakned; by their-beingetumbled io- 
to:ſo-many Sets and Patties. thacatJoabpub becoming one in' Holineſs and 
Loye, and curning as 00e man toxtheUgrd, ſerving hits in [a'pute Language 
with joint confem, he may. be'onewick us,and the unity of -our prayers may 
help gnto their Succeſs, even the removalof choſe Judsments,that were in- 


flited to drive us to ſuch an Unityc.w 4 1-7 - | | 
ThacT may now, Laſtly, Sum up mbchin oneword,/#e have been's Pero 


was, that bath enjoyed the meangand 


opportwenities for, and lain _ arp en- 

our 
mercies in the dirt, or thrown themin the faee of the Giver ? How 'foon 
have we forgot bis Rod, when when we have been bur juſt from under the 
ſmart of ic? How have we contemn'd the Threatnings>of further wrath 
denounc't againſtus by his Wordand Miniſters > How hatteven profeſt A- 
theiſmabounded, that hath midea-feornof, not only thEDacies, bur Do- 
Arines of Chriſtianicy ? To renounce all Religion, wasro de taken for- a 
Wic : Andby theirlong impunity in wicked courſes, were menmorecon- 
firmed in their Arheiſtical conceits. Wasit norfitthenthacDeath ſhould 


reduce them to their right mind, when wy areſo wilfully diſtraRed ? Bur. 
_ eſpecially for praQtical Acheiſts,who whit 
rifte-him not as God, batin works deny and diſhonour kim, how. do t 


abound 


_ 


they profeſsro know God,plo. 
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lies, and 


| © was, in Bolte s phraſe, - 


theſe days) and conſequent! 


- 
—_ 


# the end, and yet we have turned the dcat car, Nay, wheti VET 


ax 


*% 


» 8. EH Pe ob Set 


ot, 'atid worider aeehet as preciſe fools, who ran not width the 


'F "oye hot wEeyen 


tended'to efii 


boon ws X $*Hard ,* ( 
Kkth ſpokert; bene TD A othets | NA | 
never liveſueh Airi&'and' w6dly Tives7” , RET s. 


no ſuch danger in following &+ Luſts;' ide s the device of Preachers 
fotertifie us; - It wab well ehiough! 'with us, when we lived inthoſe 
keep ſuch a"ſtiy'apainſt;: andwe-had'rieer good World,” _ Since | 
Preaching-and Godlineſs cittie up.” How have'we mot Godb de” 
terices toſefve him wheh dur hearts have been farfrom hits AW ve- 

ry Perfons, whoin theThurch were confeſling their Tins, ar pray 

at they mighe live a godly and ber life.; whentheir Devotionsare « 
ed, willl do littleleſs than derideGodlinels and ru! into Mee of ri- 


all this muſt be ſolyed b ycryi ying, The Temple of the Lord, Thi"Templ: 
the Lord; The'Churth; "The hurch:; by being zealous of fie Geremo- 
ny or Cuſtom'of little Concernment, and talling at all dj are not. 'of 
their humour, as diſobedient, faRious, and phanatical. * How is E Ser 
vicc'of God: dried ang ern pendent atid myrty ur 7 dere : hen 
byit; than a'devout wats em 5m amp mt ned Mogdo Pig Pray 
by this hey think-t0 p urc and: n 
all theirnegle& of Serforalard Famil drone for the'E 
hearts: for the Viriouſneſs and Diſorder of their Lives y 
Pools made a mock of ſin, and look*r or It as a rrifler "tin Þ 
need i rho hy - How many 


- ue: prot rgbtes oi Hh 
7 irene thar dowel cape® Me 


Ford Father >: Who have ood" oa i Lordsfide, a re 
"thecanſeof HolnelsX Theſe have been ow a gleaninie"o 
ts? ? PA Th 


"Town: and chaſe" Lemnan 

dlbtes) hive been-rhi Goh and fort' of the > reſt.” Th 

the Song of: Drunkards: and they hey; uerker With Rt "hue Wor 
whoſe 


by, have be&nthe pore of thoſe 
was to the Phil Lords, : They and "her vr 
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for to ſhem his Wit., Fe Ceo Poat, to. Magter: PR his: Play; 
Fort eng fn the ; PexPigiogs; £0. the Places 
eh ion ble a6 ws dew end n kndece 
depariiog nm ve- Aa mn 
a 6; himch dd oy bo abborred him - 0g re up- 


CE © , after all, wiped their mquths. apd ſaid, Let the Lord be 


free ereng wearriv'd to-a moſt dolpful tae, "when the moſt ex- 

A £ tothe: Laws of 25 S6FOnneed leſs difgracetul, than 

the mg on.of them and fi ew: dur} plead for, and. packs”, 

Holineſs with that confidence, that othersdurſ commit, and own kno ye {6 

I How any waitedlong, and; made-the- Power of his Lopg-ſuf-. - 
tering tg ſtriving. + cs ways of Love, and mingling Cory 

rEctions wi reies, that hg mightprevailwich: usto, pity: our ſelves, 

hut al invaine - puniſh , ach, the-Sword; and kep'c: us Jongia. the. 

Furnace,a oe arecom'nout le refined; Again, he 'tried us with mercics, 

but we improved chem nor. He harh thrgarned, when he might have d&- 

ron þ 90d; born wich us long to prevenzour raineand yer nothing would 

ug we haye _——_— ;Quriaiquiges, and'even. made. bim co 

aur figs; we haye-grieyved bis Spirit-by. our ubborneG, and-re- 

0; | che = ſilence,he was ſuch one 

nd: dofour wn rayS: and: becauſe his Judgments were 

ly ita Fpte have been iwlly ſetro do eyil,And when we 

vere comecothis paſs,a God: was even weary with withbolding,and.chere 

were ſo few to ſiand inthe. gap towurn away his wrath, and-even of them, 

raany in a great meaſure thruſt out of. ic-Were we not ripe for deſiruQon? 

Was.not our Ephah full? 1s ic thenapy wonder, if at . God beriten 

© plead. with a OI ONTE: thax ſh ie us-know and i f "that he Ow 


halls not we fear ? nur by Fo ak his Rod over us, nay, lay-it upon us, ſo ſo 
that ſec) it inthcir fleſh, andall bear the found. of 'its terrible 


1aſhes, and yet do we not; tremble-?- Sball'not our hanghty countengnces 


change, andthe joynes of our loins belooſed;now there is ap-Joviſible band 
come forth, writing ſuch bitter-things.2gainſt us ? Hath God: fuch a ſore 
Coorroreſie with w? Hath he done. ſo much, and yer will he yer-do theſe 


ding ial wind wi theo Fr Pept 10.008 ty Cog 
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| eeyesagainſtthe light, contemn In 


 befoundamor 


ave have made w way for rhe Secorid - to' difcoyer ſome ſuch tnif 
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< 
Ob Pughond? Okthe dread nent 


ourPeople'! Hoirfew are 


mentsthat are anionpftus1'- le 


few: will. be brought To Conlider?-) 1s noe-thisa d Ce 
Wrath 2 And that iris evenarruteer up 


"Defteuſtion; 
Ohwhar a -irirof Namberand ſaciiſhneſſe back polleſt the molſt1 If it is 
_ vic thoſe OY WENN @ nate dwelleſt in a - 


place: 
| #hbour rhee;anl have daily rea- 
fro Fa car hou benext, yet” 


'how- regardlefſe do they ap- 
preparations forit as ever #/ They flacrerthemſelyes with a 
oncelcrhariperchity rhiey ayeſugc, and chat Death ſhall-not come nigh their 
Dwellings, and fo poſt off attthoughis of it, taken up with every. fame 
buſinelles, deſipns, and pleaſiires; the! 7 were always wont, | 

But what ſhoald we ſay, | 


Fete 


ther hardned by Commands, Promiſes and Thi $7 i? Canthe Rod 
with, and importanerhee, fo a5 'the Word hath done ?, Will Sickn 
form, command; argueand beleech fo affeQiotiately as the Hinilir wa 
wont ? Where 34 er and the Pt notbe heard; whar = 
vail 1f hewing them with the Prophets, atid 'ſtayk Hens with the 
his mouth , would #0t affett them, Hoſ.'6. 5: " the Execution wars 
Judgments bring lighe> -Why , yes nodoubt, .God hach his Chaftifembon 
which ſetting on, and enforcitig his Word, do often humble and reform 
Souls, and he hach alſo cioſe Puniſhments by whichhe 
men will will ſtrive againſt his Spirit, and reſiſt it's s workings; ſhurcheir 


than the firs 
thar procure it, like thofe in Rev. 16. who blaſphemied God when _ 
wereinanpuiſh;, what can be expected bur.the final ruine of the Peop 

'or Perſons, that are guilty of ſuch” Stubbornneſſe/and Impenirency?. Noi 
oh that this were not hs caſe-of multitudes amongſt us !' The Lord awaken 
choſe thatafe yet in a capacity, toa timedy-preyention'of fuch a doleful mi. 
ſery. And thus I have pen an accountof thoſe Crying Sins, thar-arero 
pſt us, which b ro the firſt Branch, which comprehiended 
under it choſe fins, char were more evident and notorions. - And _ 


Correaion , 


and rarher hate the God who makes them ſmarr, 


which may belefle evident, bur no leffe hainovs than theſe, as being 

ina great meaſure produQtive of them; and therefore I. Es 

dical enough ens was wow the ſenſible _ tothe ſomewhat more 1#- 

tent Cauſe, | my " 
6 p + z 


; or Favdinie,or Plagus, orany thus 
ward Afflition work on them, who haye been norhing denered;/ butira- 


Andif. 
yea, harden themiblved ide . 
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Parents, and themſelves were deſigned for that Employment, aud accords. 


dy 


(52 
All that I ſhalt ſpeak of the latterBrangb, !Ifhall reduce tÞ this.one-Head} 
namely.,” Thatiiemay-v4gy/ ry maar Pole bn, 9 [nfluece in 
the procuring;obr Mifedeaſihag o-nany; able Miniſterso0f;Clrift, haveof 
late beenfilenc, and.in&rbanneruſcleſs; compared'to what they mighthave 
been,had che: -contunued cheir Publick.Employments.:. edi fn & CST - 
Thus farFhope nog will .be offended; Forif it be granted .de fatto; thar 
there are mahy;whom God had:furniſhed wihabiliugs 0 ſerve;himinthe = 
Miniſtery, whichhe- hadicalladrber. co, that. bavgript exerciſed thoſe abili- 
ties, to the;beſt adarcageiathas Funny (and 1 thipk he mult -havecs 
good-fiack of Impudencewho ſhaſl.deay that. many of thoſe, who have been 
of late Unſerviceable, were ſoaceormpliſh't ) chen J,ſhall eaſily evidence, 
that hereby. God:bath been; mucti, diſhonoured jand preyoked,. whoſever 
the faulc hath beengowbighisb45J ſhall briefly inquire wee and -diſcover, 
and chengive m-:tull evidence fy aVſexjon.. ; Al oW bined 1s 51 
-I know it may fo happen gbat what brite, -may.diſpleaſe-0ne-and'ano- 
ther, but for char I am indifferent, as having reſolved togiye ho allowance 
©o:my paſſion or” prejudice z;:btt rq ule'the: lame impartiality and-Githful- 


fulnefle; to.the utmott of: my power, than ifhpuld do, ifs; ſo foon;as. ever I 


had finiſhed my work, was $0 reeaye my: fummons to appear' before the 
jukJudge of Heaven angEarth,. Nor would L willingly ſpeak any thing, 
but what the undoubted-Ifntere(t, of: Chriſt and*his Goſpel engage me to, 
and will warrant me in; And whilſt I bave the Lord engaged inthe whole 
cauſe which I undertake, and plead, I;value not # ſtraw at my:foor,  whac - 
the moſt enraged potent malice cando..: Nay,l daretben beſpeak all inthe 
words of the King of Egpt ro Fofiah, a lictle varied, 2 Chron. 35. 21. 
What have to do. with thee,Qh man, whoever thou art ? I' come-not a- 
Sainſt thee this day, but againſt Sit, wherewith I have war , for God com- 
manded me to this work, Forbear from medling with God, who is with 
me; that he Deſtroy thee got. -;; And Ithipk a man may with as mueb com- 
fort bea Martyr for the Unity and Peace of the Church, and' adyancement 
of Holineſle, as ever any of our Proteſtants were, for the defence of the 
Reformed Religion ( and indeed this was more their Cauſe than Chriſtia. 
nity it ſelf, if we conſider itright ) yea, though he have'a ſheet of paper 
pPinn'd to his back, that ſhall call himSchiſmarical and Seditious, and as ſuch - 
he be puniſhed ;--as they we know were, burnt for Hererticks,,. -But. to' the 
buſinefſein hand, - As to.the mitter of Fact its well enough known, whas 


| Conditions were required, of all that would continue in the Miniftery;, and 


ſillare exaRed, of all that will enter upon ir, which Multitudes not ſub- 
mitting to, were Suſpended and Silenced, and others, who both by their 


ingly 


| _ . Aa 
ingly:Educated, were preventedof theiriigt 
of>[ ſhall ſpeak fomething toanon: - EE: Ape RS 
. »NowthatI may deal/ fairly and plainly,” this I muſt needs fay;- That if 
there have beennany of: cheſe Diſfenrers, who were convinced! imcheir Con- 
ſciences, that the x er commanded were ſuch, as all circum{tances conſid. 
ered, they mighc lawfully have ſubmicted to. but yet qur of faftion, hu. 
mmour;'pbſtitiacy 
nal principle, did refuſe ſuch ſubmiſſion, they cannot be excuſed fromthe 
guilc.of deſerting theit:charges, and of the -many* ill: confequencesof -thac 
ſertion. : Wharcan any man in reaſondeſire more ?-For itis as ſach they 
ſuffer, and not meerly as miſioformed, much lefſe ſure as invinably ignorant, 
or as mentharxrould-nor fin; and'if chey: haye: indeed been! guilty-of the 
Crimes; forihhich their Punzſhmentsare proportioned; Freaditygoynwich 
their: moſt forwardaccuſers;; but ob thatthe Puniſhmenthad ſtayed;/tilithe 

Crime had been proved, and laid on thoſe only that were found'puitry? © 
' Buron:the otherhand,if chete wereany,- whodid uſe allprobable mezns 
for-their (arisfaion, {( being earneſtly deſfirons to have continued: in thie 
-york of the Lord:) and after dll-remainedperſwaded; that theyscoutd®her 
'Comply with what was cn jayned them -without wilful ſinning againſt God £ 
then they; who: bytheir Impoſicions: did neceſſitate them ito forſakÞ their 
Miniſtry, ace liable to the former charge, viz. areguilry of their Eje&ion, 
andof the Effe&ts thereof, except they had ſufficient reaſon for ſo.doing. 

World they haye anything ſpoke more candidly and gently 2. © 7 --v.' 


entions, The illeffects here- 


Now'whether there be any of the former ſort or nor, 1 cannot,nordavte 


expreſly affirm, and I think, rill:chey ſhall acknowledge, or ſome*other 
way diſcoverit; (-mozethaoT for my part have known them yerdo )'it 
can be kriownonly to him from-whom no ſecrer-thoughts are hid, :bur+I 
 defire them to dealfairhfully with their own hearts, and if they are conſci- 
.ous to-themſelyes of aty ſuch ill Principles, and grounds of their not Con- 
forming to. their Rulers Laws; tobe humbled for; and expel them. -_ 
; Thar there are many ſach ezeR&ed, and prevented from the Miniſtery, as 
I deſcribed in my her Suppoſition, T cannot bur believe, as having for my 
ſelf, the Feſtimony of my own Conſcience,in the ſight of God;and forothers 
ſuch; Profeſſions from men that have done nothing, that I knowy, to forfeit 
thei rn note em b Rexſons to make thoſeProteſſions appear credible 
'thac I arvllict]e leronfident of it; then Tarterhat thereis ſuckiaplicets Rome 
er Paric,.wlhohdihedurnonly by bear-ſays! I {ay,litde leſFconfrdent of this, 


that therCowratayiv/ho yield nor a Confornii "to whatwasiinipoſed; 'nor 
_outof Hypacrifie or-Humour,; but outofi-a-texr of diſpleafing God;iuid 

-karciog c cir ownSouls, > ns 9rd guilt 4 63ND gary stq ad 

i «I 


.xdefirero gratifie, or promotea;parcy,: 0r-any: ſuch car- | 
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_ If thisthen WY PP 7. + PREM havecaſt and kept fuch 
out, bavye very great cauſe to be humbled -fortheir ſeverity. toward them, 
accotding tO the-meafure they were Inftrumental herein: Except (Iadded) 
they had ſufficient reaſon for their ſo _ And that I fhall_grant they 
had, if they manifeſt either of theſe two'rhings; which are all the grounds 
I can imagine. _. To NAH 390, I $4 Po | 
2 7: Thatthere areas good effects of rhistheir EjeQion, as I can-produce. 

. 2. Orthatthe nature of thethings impoſed on them was ſuch, that it 

. had beenof as dreadful conſequence to. have diſpenſt with conformity co 
them, as thus to deal with chetn for not rendring fichs:Conformity. MR 

Burtill eicherof theſe be proved, or ſome other ſatisfatory reaſon af 

ſigned ( giving leaye fobcrly to debatethe caſe ) I ſhall for the conviction, 
and humuliationof'the guilty, \mentiona very. few of the many ſad effects 
of this their excluſion. EG, 

_. I. Thefirft is,theunreformednefſe, and wickednefſe of multicudes thac 
through Gods bleſſing upon their endeavours, might have been converted 
and'reformed. _ And thatthis might have been in all probability accomp- | 
liſhed, we may very reaſonably argue, from that eminent ſucceſſe whictr 
God gave to many of their publick labours, and by ſome fruits, fince then, 
of their private endeavours. : 

 Lernone here willfully miſtake and ſay, that by Converting men, I mean 
nothing elſe but toturnthem co a parry, or an opinion : for | profeſſel in- 
tend no ſuch thing, but the very ſame that Chriſt doth, when be tells us, 
thatexcept we be Converted,. we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea. 
ven, and that the Apoſtle doth, when he ſpeaks of our being 2wr»ed fron; 
darkneſſe to light, apyd from the power of Satan toGod : Even the turninp 
the bent of mens hearts and lives, from fin and the creature, to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, andto the ways of Holineſle, let them be of what opinion they 
will as to the ſeveral forms and modes amongſt us. Oh how many fewer 
Drunkards, Swearers, omg, TE and Cheaters might 
there have beenamongſt us, had my d ther liberty to have cendedel 
downtheſe fins, whoſe only ſtudy and buſineffe it was to decry and ſhame 
them, and bring menfrom the love and practice of them ? How many more 
might there have been, who as true mourners in our Z:ex,'would have been 
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. fighting of his Baccels: 


doneany thing tothe procuring of theſe.” pf al? 7 
' Oh for haſcoeds fake bethink your ſelves, all you thatare concerned; 
Was it juſt and equal Dealing, when the Prince of Darkneſs was advanc'd 
with all his might into: the Field, thento Disband, and put out of Coms 
miſſion ſo many experienced Leaders, that in their own Perſons, and: by 
encouraging aud guiding the ſeveral Companies, would have done their 
beſt to reſiſt him.?: Did you herein conſult the pleaſure ot the great Cap- 
rain of our Salyation, from whom you own your ſelves to have received 
your Offices, only for the ſycceſsful carrying on of his Deſigns, and the 


dowbted whether that which th 2 mb the canſe- of thoſe, bath 


Nay, aadall this you have done, becauſe they ſubmitted not to ſome 
things, which yay your ſelves call indifferent, . and which cthey- believed, 
were: contrary to-tlie: former: Inſtructions they/had: received from their 
Lord and Matter. 2 B.- 713 31 amt nt Lo 9 

Judge in your Conſciences, Do you think it is more acceptable to Chriſt, 
thar the Souls of men, whom he thought worth bis precious Hearts-blood; 
ſhauld:;periſh, . rather chan ſome: Caremony:or: Injunction of yours; be; 0+ 
mitted 3, Did he ever in his Actions of Dottrine/manifeft- ſuch a contempt 
of Souls, and ſuch an eſteem foo a Ceremony/?: Conſider his Life and Death, 
and read his Diſcourſes to the I and then: judge. Are Salyarion 
and Damnation Indifferent- things 2: And ſhall they: be lefs' regarded than 
ſuck? Oh how-will-you.compenſate for the/ Niſſeryice- you have already 
done to the Goſpel? Ic jsnot all. your Revenues can do ir, though your 
Repentance and Reformagon of ſuch miſcarriages for the fututez-may- do 
much. . Be nat offended withmy- freedom of ſpeech : for (Ggd: is my 
Witneſs) Iſpeak not out of paſſion, -nor a deſire to make you odious; but 
out of a juſt zeal for the Cauſe of our deareſt: Lord, and-the Concern of 
mens Immortal ſouls. What amends will-you ever be able to make to the 
poor Creatures, who may now:he tormented in Hell; for- want; of. thoſe | 
means of preyention, which you: depriyed them of?' Theugh.they my 
bave had thoſe other advantages which may leave them inexcuſable before 


God, yet how will you excuſe che denying them the beſt you raight have 


afforded > w 
. You maydevide, fiorm, at,” ori' conteran; theſe oxpoſtylations of a poor 
Worm like.your ſelves: :/buc conſider; & beſeech yoo, What anſwer you 
will taake the great Judge 06 Heavenand Earth, who will comeſhortly in 
Glory and Power'to plead-his own and his Peoples Cauſe : when he will re. 
'no man for the pompous, Titles he hath: had, or great Offices he 
uath born in his Church. (for:thev, well farethe Popeand his Clergy) but 
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they who haye done and taughr his Commands, letthems be of 'never-ſuch 
diminutive titles and eſteem here, ſhall beaccounced Grear in his Ki 


dom. And Thar, That's ourcomforr, by his Ward we ſhall 'be' judged 


atlaſt, if here we may not be tried by it: '- Then we ſhallall ſtand on equal 
terms, and the arbitrary deterininations of frail men ſhall no more-take 
place, bur there abide an Inquifition; .'To. that Bar we appeal, by; that 
judgment let us ſtand or falt;; thither we :refer our--felyes, and 1f we may 
not be heard here; we will patiently and chearfully- wait thatfinal, juſt de- 
cilion of 6ur Cauſe. DC DOTO 0 OOO ol nouns ooo 

Bur now hear, for your own fakes ati leaſt; if neither our beſeechings 
and tears, nor the cry and blood of ſouls may be regarded. -- Do you 
think thisisa flight matter? And'that yourcan eafily ſhifr-ir off if they be re. 
quired at your hands!Did Chriſt die for ſouls, & ſhall:they eſcape who mur- 
derthem ? And dathey do any lefs, who: hinder: thoſe*that would run to 
help and fave them? If the ſilent Watchman be ſo damnably guilty, what 
are they that ſilence the Watchmen ?' To'conclade, Whether it had not 
been more acceptable ro God, more correſpondent to your Commiſlion, 
more beſeerning your Places and:Profeſiion, -more wrahe advancement of 


Religion, and the ecernalWelfare «f Souls; to have concinued and: encous 
_ raged-faithful Labourersin the! Vineyard: of the Lord,” whoſe: only de- 


light was, to be employed in his Service, rather than to'have offered them 
ſuch terms, which Chrift neverbid you, and thenexclude themyfor.nor ac« 
cepting thoſe terms, Ithink, your own Conſciences may eafily determine 
now, be ſure the Lord of the'Vineyard will, ſhortly, © 7100) 00 6 he! 
2. Another Effet of their removat from the Miniſtry, is; that. many 
Places adeleft deſticute, and manyare ſupplied wich :negligent; inſufficienc, 
ſcandalous men. Had their rooms been fild-with others as learned, pious, 
and induſtrious as they ;- yet could they, who caſt themforth, hardly evade 
the former charge, except they could manifeſt, that the "Harveſt was- not 
eat enough; to have required all their urmoſtconjunct dil.gence; Buric 
is beyond alltontradictionevident, . That in many Places ſince: their remo- 
yal,* there have been no Miniſtersat all, in fome as- bad asnone,: in others 
worſe than-none, . Let none maliciouſly interpret my Accuſation-largelier 
than I deſign it, which isnot at all of the innocent. I cenſure no. manas a: 
Conformift;"|but reverenceand-eſteem all thoſe, "who 6 their! Lives and 
DoEtrines,; have apparentlyendeavoured to advance 'Religiorr;--of which 
number, Iam confident; thereare many Conformable men.2 -And'Tabbor 
that uncharitable, cenſorions Spirit, which-condemns: altchat arenor: juſt 
of their own Way. + But on the other ſide, F think all are engap'd ro:beas. 


far from palliating the notorious miſcarriages of others} Qthow imnany 
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ticular Miniſters have we got, thatare tar from-deſerving the name of Chris 
ſians 2 That ſhouldrather be turned our of the Church, than admitted in- 


co the Pulpit ? -This is ſo manifeſt, Thar Sober men, though of their own way, / 


acknuvoledge and lament it. How many are there, that more effectually 


. preach for the Devil all the Week, than for Godupon his Day ? whoſe lives 


do more to ſet up Profaneneſs, than their Sermonsto ſuppreſs it ? Arethere 
not many openly guilcy of that Drunkenneſs, Wantonneſs, Swearing, and 


ſuctilike Looſneſs, which they are appointed to turn others from ? And are 


theſe wickedneſſes provoking ig the People, and not in their Teachers,who 
can never be guilty alone? Axe any men capable of offering ſuch anaffrone 
to God, and ; ſo much hurt to mens Souls by their wickedneſs, as they, 
from whoſe Lives ſhould be learn'r what is acceptable to God,and neceſſary 


for us ?*Tis, I remember, the phraſe of anexcellent Divine, A Profane Xi- 


viſter, is the Devil in his Pontificalibus.  -. 

L liſt not here to blaze abroad all the diſorders of our Clergy; I ſhall not 
inſilt upon the ignorance and inſufficiency of any.; though in point of Ho 
nour, they were concerned to haye provided againſt ſuch , who did lately 


, with ſo much earneſtneſs declaim againſt making Prieſts of the loweſt of 


the people, 4 willnot meddle'with that Tribe thatlives by the Cathedrals. 
I will not tell of mens oblique Preaching, againſt that Holineſs-which they 
pretend to Preach up. I ſhallnot ſpeak of the Pride and Coyetouſneſs, the 
Lazineſs and Negligence of Pluraliſts, Non-reſidents, and of all thoſe, who 
t00 apparently ſeek their own Honour and Profit, fromthe places they en- 
ter upon, rather thanthe Salvation of Souls. Theſe thinps I ſhall not dilate 
upon, becauſe I would not too much ſwell my Paper, and leſt T ſhould be 


thought to Rail : Only let me beg the Guilty to charge theſe Crimes-home 
on their own Conſciences, as men that value their everlaſting happineſs ; - 


for doubtleſs God is much difpleaſed with the ſinsof thoſe, whoſe Callings 
hath ſo near a relation to him, and eſpecially wich che moſt heinous fin,” of 
making Religion only as a ſtirrup,by it to get up into Dignities and Prefer- 
ments, which they who could ſee and ——_ in others, ſhould be captful 
chemſelvesto avoid. But thoſe I mainly intend, are the groſly vicious) 
debauch'c, whio are moſt unworthy to take Gods Name intotheir mouthgto 
declare his Covenants or Statutes, who themſelves hate to be Reformed. 
Good Lord! That everit ſhould come to this in a Chriſtian Church , Re- 
formed from the Corruptions that had overſpread Chriftendom: ; thar infa- 


mouſly looſe and diſfolute men ſhould: be Ordained into, and continued in 


the Miniſtry:, when godly, ſober men are excluded,and kept out ! Oh how 
might the Romaniſt inſule for ſuch an acknowledgment,if the Pope and his 
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over ? But wich us, ſuch doings are capable of far greater aggrayations, 
than with them.: Oh chat I could tpeak ſoſharply, as might difpleaſe our 
Church-governoursinto a Reformation of chis Corruption. What , are 
Wolves fitteſt ro beShepherds of the flocks ? Can the Devils Vaſſals deſtroy 
his Kingdom? Mult ſtark-mad men be made Phyſitians;and ſent to recover 
o:ber men to their wits? Mult they that have the Plague-ſores running up- 
on them, be ſent amongſt others ro prevent their Infection ? Is not a Pett- 
houſe a fitter place for ſuch a-man, than a Pulpit? Are Traytors and Incen- 
diaries, the ficteit men to reclaity others from. chew Rebellion? Are they 
likely ro honour God, and the Goſpel, and1ſave mens Souls; who do- as it 
were, by their ations ſay, Come, Parsftioners; follow me; Whatever I jeft to 
you inthe Church, abort God and Chriſt, Heaven and Hell , theſe are but idle 
Dreams, or ſuch matters as you netd not muth regard ;, God is an hard Ma- 
fter, his Laws are tos ſtrift ;, it's befÞ rotuhe our Pleafmres , and ſatisfie our 
Lnſts, come onit what wilt;, you enteredint6 too firilt a Covenant in Baptiſm, 
you had 'better ſerve the Devil, than this feſhu Chriſt, who Layes ſuch hard 
things on his Follawers ;, what need you regard'his blood, he fred it , that you 
might have leave tolive wickedly ;; or however, "tis of mo great worth , fer 
you badbetter be in an eAlt-houſe, or Whove-houſe,than the Heaven he hath 
ps:rchas't.. Are not theſs, think you, ſiyeet Prexchers of the Goſpel? And 
{et them confider then how well they have diſcharged- their truſt , who ſer 
them up, and maintainthem, whiPftthey ſhutforth thoſe who would make 
ic their whole buſineſs, to carry on the very ſame deſign which Chriſt came 
into the world for.If any ſhould here objeR, and ſay,But theſe profane men 
are peaceable, whil ft your Godly ones are terbulent and diſobedient ? 1 ſhall 
wifh himto ſtay till I come preſently to-fpeak a word or two to that , only 
here ler me anſwer, 7: ſeems ſtrange to me, that thoſe men muſt paſs for peace- 
able and obedient, who are known Rebels againſt the Laws of Chriſt, when 
they mnt be accounted diſobedient, who had rather loſe their Irves than wilful- 
iy break,one of the leaſt of theſe his Commands, only becauſe they ſubmit not 
to Humane Impoſutions , which yet they would do,aid they not think themſelves 


revbbligd by the Laws of Chriſt to the comrary. Is this fair dealing ? I pur 


ww thy own Conſcience, Reader, be thou who thou wilt, and as*parrial as 
thouwilt, Andif I went nofarther, I ſuppoſeT haveſpoke enough to ma- 
nifeſt,thac there have been anemia wp 15> 4h? the'czeRionof all who 
Conformed not, that doubtleſs God hath' hereby been difhonoured., ard 
diſpleaſed, and for this hactha controverſie with our Land: | 

- 3. I might moreover add; the fends and animoſities which have. hereby 
been fomentedand heighttied;and are hike to be ſtill perpetuated ; whereas, 
bad there been ſuch an abaremene of things required, as might mores 
cen 


oo 


Ks 


2 _- 
beer granted, iniorder tothe abs ing at'f 3 tis 
have been an happy: mean for the compoſure of -our- preateſt Uifferences; 
and people could not bave taken notice of ſuch diviſions amongſt 'us , not 
could Papiſts have had ſo much reaſortto hit us inthe teeth wich'them; nor 
could they whoſe ſpirits were too much exaſperated, or judgments corrupr- 
ed, have had fo much occaſionto make FaRtions and Parties , and 'ſo much 
ſinbhad beemprevenced.' ooo « nt, org 
14: Nor yerthink it nothing, that ſo many innocent men gndtheir Fami- 
lies, are expoſed co'fuch great neceſſities,that ſome of them have ſcarce had 
breadand water to keep them alive; and ſome have been glad to 'betake 
themſelves to hard Labour, to procure them a Livelihood, Certainly, the 
very cryes of their Children for bread, ſounding in the ears of a moſt juſt 


and merciful God, are tor diſfegarded : And whether they who have- re- 


due't them to theſe exigencies, haye obſerved the greztRule , not only of 
Chriſtianity, buteven'Nature it ſelf, 79 do as they Would be done to, I would 
wiſhthem-well to conſider. If any ſhould Retort, That they themſelves 
| were once-ſo dealt with." ' Tapſwer, 7 think thiy were uſed nothing near ſo 
harſhly Bur vfitit they were the preater was their Injuſtice which was'the 
Tauſe ;” andthe more inexcufable they, who inffi& on others the hard mea- 
fure, which they themſelves latelyigroancd under; and make them their 
pattern, whom they complain of atitcondemn. ' Andhad ir been ( as it 


was not) thoſe perſons who injured chem, whom now they cauſe*to ſuffer, 


I wonder where Revenge 45 'made their Uuty , bur this ina Chutcli-man , 
mult fometimes'pals'for zealfor the Church, '' © EE 
._ It was eaſie to inſtance in more effeds of this their EjeRtion, which have 
been injurious to Religion,and the Souls of men. Hence it's come to paſs, 


that their endeavours ina rivate way, by EO ours or writings, to... 


teclaim ſinners, are much fruſtrated ;” for they are looked upon as a kind of 
diſtin Party, andiÞ fer therbe never fo careful roinfilt only 0n lie nioſt 
nncontroverted Truths of Religion, yet willmany through prejadice mit-. 
_ underſtand all they fay,as if they were pleadin their own cauſe, and endea- 
vouring to gaift Proſelytes to rhemſetyes, whit rhey are only ſtriving to 
win Souls to-Chriſt. When they are prefiin m2n upon holineſs and Ulj- 
g2nce for their Salvation, ſome areProne ro flatter themſelves with .a” con- 
ceit, Thae this only is their fttict arid fingular Opinion, ard all that they ſay 
-or'do irfReligion, is ptit upon the ſcore of aParry, s if intheſe thitgs they 


differed from others, and therefore are they diſregarded, And thus it is : 


alſoas ro the People, who are known to love and athereto them ; for their 
exa&@ walking is 190k*t on but as the following a Se, and which need not 
therefore'be* infrated! And ic can hardly be thought to many Souls 
 - | LE miſcarry 


ning' them in' their places; this might 
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miſcarrythrough theſe miſtakes,which might have been much prevented, by 
that concord and mutualLoye which might have made all have beeneſteem- 
edas Brethren, Moreover, henceit is, that theſe being now counted dif- 
affected and diſcontented perſons, many who bore them a Spleen (for their 
Love *cisnot impoſſible )) meet with pretences co ventit, for they narrow- 
ly watch themin all cheir wayes ( andalittle Love cothe Commonwealth, 
with a Doſe of Revenge and Malice, how vigilant will it make men?) and 
are ſtill ready to accuſe chem of. ſomething or other, they know not whar, 
to bring them inco crouble. And if they do but with all peaceableneſs meer 
together with their Neighbours and Friends, to quickes, comfort,and build 


_ upone anotherin their moſt holy Faich, yea,if chey do bur concinue thoſe 


Meetings they were wont to have in times of greateſt: Libercy , preſently 
they are liable to diſturbance and puniſhmenc, as menholding unlawful Aſ- 
ſemblies; whereas, bad no ſuch terms been put upon them, as neceſſarily 
puta difference betwixt them and others ; chey might have been elteemed 
as Loyal SubjeRs, as they indeed are, and their ations had not been-ſo ob. 
noxious to groundleſs cenſures and accuſations, nor they eyer hurried to Pri. 
ſon, or forc'r ſome ocher way to ſuffer, fpr:nothing but the-meer Surmiſes 
of the malicious, - Bur I ſhall not give ini, more particulars: And whether 
theſe things I have mentioned are well-pleaſing to God, or whether they 
may not rather have help'c on his Indignation againſt us, let all that are un- 
byas'c' determine. | PETE y- 

As to the Truth of what TI have ſpoke, I think it cannot be gain-ſayed ; 
and what can be anſwered, l cannot deviſe, except what [ before hinted, any 
ſhould ſay, That by their removal, the Peace of Church and State ts ſecured, 
which other wife had been hazarded. To which TI anſwer : 

1. Might not this Peace have been procured better, by laying it upon 
thoſe things whereon Chriſt hath laid the peace of his Church ? And not 
ro make new Laws, to which whiPPſt men in Conſcience cannot give obedi- 
ence, they-muſt be judged obſtinate, as the Courtiers ſeryed Daniel: Sure- 
Iy this is bard meaſure, when the things required are, in the judgment of _ 
the Impoſers, not neceſſary till they have commanded chem, and ſo mighe. 
have been left as indifferent, as they are in their ownnatures, and then how 
little contention had there been about them ? 7 5 

2. Might theſe perſons be excuſed from thoſe kind of Subſcriptions and 
Declarations which are commanded them, They are ready to givein all chat 
Security, that can in reaſon he demanded, That they will be carefwl to pre= 
ſerve and promote the Publick Peace. I f their Oiths and Promiſes may not 
be thought ſufficieat to oblige them to this, what hold could be taken of 
thoſe other Subſcriptions and Profeſſions!? Bur if theſe were intended-as 

a 


| | G1 ) ES - 

a diſtinguiſhing $hi4bolerh, that al might know whom to fall upon; as a 
partitioa wall, to keep off choſe that may in ſome punRtilio's differ from 
them; asa Telt of a Party, which ſeryesro rank men under ſeveral divifi- 
ons. If any in their [mpoſicions had ſuch ike deſigns as theſe, ic is nocall 
their Power and Policy-combin'd, that can make ſuch aQings pals for cur- 
rent, with that God who is a Lover of Peac2. And all at lengrh ſhall be 
conyinc'c, That they who break. the Peace of the Church, to promote the peace 
of a Party, are not thoſe Peace-makers upon whom a bleſſing is pronounced. 

3. [ would fain know what diiturbance of the Peace: there was, whil'ſt 
the Liberty granted by His MAJESTLES Declaration was enjoyed , 
and upon whar account it was likely to haye been more violated , had that 

Liberty been ſecured and perpetuated. | a 
4. Lamyertolearn how this Reſtraint that is aid upon them , doth any 
whit the more incapacicate them for interruption of the Peace, if a ſenie of 
their duty laid not a {tronger obligation on them.' It's evident enough, thac 
many of them have that influence upon their people, that it was no way 
difficult for them, to.lead them into Sects and Separacions, if they had a 
mind co'c; and to lay ſuch proyoking preſſures upon them, was not the way 
_ topreyent ſuch miſcarriages, Bur, bleſſed be God |! their patience and 

moderation hath prevail'd over the ſmarring ſenſe of thoſe Sufferings, which 
might have vex't them into extreams. If any have diſcovered coo much 
impatience and bicterneſs of ſpirir, asI excuſe it not, ſo neicher are thoſe 
proceedings which caus'd ir, any more juſtifiable : Burt for many,ic bath bezn 
their care, according to their capacities,to heal the diſtempers of their peo- 
plesſpirits, to remove the too great prejudices many have conceived,and to 
reduce all whom they perceived inclined toa Party : So that I dare confi- 
dently ſay, They have done more to preſerve the Peace of the Church , than 
thoſe who Cenſure them, and caſt them out of the' Miniſtry, as Faftions, and 
Unpeaceable. ' Ani as for raiſing any Seditions or Commotions in the State, 
not their moſt quick-ſighted Adverſaries have, that Ican hear or know, diſco- 
vered them in the leaſt guilty. And did His MAFESTY but over-hear 
'or know their daily privat'ft prayers to God on Ris behalf, F am confident He 
Would eaſily be convinc't, That His Kingdom holas not more Loyal, Faithful 
Subjefts, than they, however they may be miſrepreſented, as deſerving all that 
Severity with which they are Treated, _ AS SI = p16 

'By this time, hope, | mayon good;grounds conclude, That the- laying 
ſuch Reſtraints anſo many faithful Miniſters, who might have been ſo emi- 
nently ſerviceable co their Maſter, is one of thoſe proyocations of the Di- 
vine Majeſty, under the effects whereof we groan ; and that therefore thoſe 
who have been the Procurers hereof, o1ght to lamene their ſin, and do their 
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utmoſt to redreſs-this grievance; and reſtore thatLibetty of which thr 
Brethren have been deprived. Andif, when His MAJESTY , out of 
His Gracious Nature, was inclined to bave given that Indulgence,which cru- 
ly tender Confciences did ftrongly hope for, ard which would have rejoyc'r 
the hearts of ſo many Thouſands of His beſt Subjects; if then there were 
any who itood in the gap to prevent the ſame, as we were publickly told (in 
thoſe very words ) there were, tct all ſech row ſoberly. conſider, what a 
 bre:ch they bave help*t tomake upon us, and by their interceſſion with-His 
MAJESTY, forthat Liberty He isfo willing co grant, as by one ſingular 
means, let them now ſtand in the-gap; and turn away God's overflowing 
wrath, that we be not utterly conſumed. 7 
And to you, Reverend Fathers, the Rulers and Guides of our Church, 
give me leave to re-inforce my earneſt Requeſt, in the Name of our Com- 
mon Saviour, That as you value his blood, and the purchaſe: of it., and the 
precious Souls for whom it was ſhed, you would yield a runes audience 
to thoſe, who beg of you nothing. but a freedom to;publiſh the glad tydings 
of Salvation by Chriſt our Redeemer, to the loſt Sons of men. Conſider 
whata reaſonable thing itis thatis beg'd: of you, no Honours or Prefer« 
ments, but a Liberty to ſerve your Lord and ours inthe work of the Mini- 
ſtry. Look over, I beſeech you, your Commiſſion again and again, and 
ſee where you are commanded, yea,or allowed to caſt out thoſe whom God 
hath call'd to this work ;, or keep out thoſe, whom he hath in ſome meaſure 
fitted for, and ſtrongly inclined tcoit, upon ſuch grounds, and for -fuch- rea- 
ſons, as we are thus dealt with. Will you thruſt and keep ſuch Labourers out 
of the Harveſt,whom our Lord hath bid us pray might be ſentforth into it> 
Was your power given you to any other purpoſe," than Edification? : Olr 
Sirs , what is it you ſeek? Ts it indeed to advance Chriſts intereſt, to fave: 
poor Souls fromthe deyouring flames ? to ſer up Holineſs, and root out 
Wickedneſs > Why then will you remain-at diſtance from. yourBrecbren, 
whoſe very hearts are ſet upon theſe works; who had rather than--all che 
Riches and Honors in the world, be more in a capacity of ying them- 
ſelves ſucceſsfully herein? Oh, why willyoureſtrain them from ſpeaking; 
whoſe very bowels yearn over poor ſinners that are juſt dropping into the 
Þurning Lake, and think not wherethey are ? When the faces of: ſo many 
thouſands gatber blackneſs,and they ſtarve and fwoon,and fallinthe fireets, 
why doyou bind the hands of thoſe who would fo fain: reach. themforchthe 
bread of Life? Whew their miſcries and neeeffities cry atond-for help, 
why do you hinder thoſe who would gladly afford them a-ſeafonable'Sup- 
ply 5 Who, though they may employ themſelyes accordingto their oppor- 
runities with particular mens Souls, yet. what'sthat to the baving their Con- 
r ; Sregations 
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cher youfind any carriages of theirs, in their ruling! of: the "Church, which 
may jaſtifie yours. . Our bleſſed Lord would nor have thoſe forbid 'to do 
Miracles in his Name, who went not wich him. Nor doch: Pau intimate. 
any deſireto have filenc'c thoſe who preach'c Chriſt our of envy, much leſs 
ſuch: ( had there been any Paſtors of thar mind-) who were for eating of 
Herbs only, not meat. He ſpeaks indeed -of having the mouths of ſome 
ſtop't, Tit, I. 10; wie. They:of the Circumciſion,who would tiaye obtru- _ 
rrudedcheir Mofaick Ceremonies upon the Chriſtians; and judge whether 
our cauſe be like theirs; - and yet even their mouths were to be ſtop'c by 
ſound doctrine, andevidenez of argument, vey. 8. n : 
' Oh how confident ſhould I be of obtaining that Liberty I am begging of 
you. ( if Reaſons of anorher ſort hindred)not ) wasChrifthimfelt alive c- 
mongſt us, or any-of his Apoſtles our Goyernours: |; Had T had the'thappi- 
nefs ro have livedin SE. Pax/s dayes, and addreſt my felf ro bim withrall hu- 
miliry andearneſtacfs, imploring a leave to preach the Goſpel, profefiing I 
h:d no-carnal aim in ic, but chat my Soul long'dto be diſcloſing thoſe my ite- 
riesand treaſures of Loy2 to poor ſenſtefs:creatures, that were paſſing 0h 
to damnation, as not knowing or conſidering what Chriſt had done to keep 
them:thence ;. 2nd that 1] would endeayour faithfally ro declare the whole 
Counſel of the Lord, withour adding to,or diminiſhing ought from ir; had 
T mad: fuch an addreſs, do you thinkin your” own Conſciences, he would 
have turned me away withou: my Errand ? Fhave fometimes thought, rhac 
ſhould I have put up ſuch a Pecicionto the King, [ ſhould have prevailed; buc 
fears of becoming ridiculous; have decer'd'me. \ * OE Wit, 
- But ler not this my Sute, I befeech you, berejected; for what pretence 
of Reaſon can be alledged againſt ir. It isnot I know rhe things themſelyes 
which are required, that you ſfomuch ſtand upon, as if they were' in their 
own Nature neceffary antecedemtly to:your comma And wasever yec 
any anſwer given to thoſe demands which have been made” (among o- 
thers ) by aperſon of thatjudgment and moderation,that you car neither 
ſuſpe&'him of prejudice or ittlinationto aParty,whenheasks what Char- 
cer Chriſt hath: given the Church ro bind men up to more than himſelf hath 
done ? What grounds thereare why Chriſtians ſhould not ſtand up0n the 
ſame terms cow; which they'didin he time of. Chtiſt and his Apoſties? and 


-whether Chriſt will everthank menatthe preit day, for” keeping fuch our 
from communionwithiis Church: ( we may well add from: their ſervice of 
the\Charch |) - whom -he-wilbreceive into Heaven, and: vouchfafe not- only 
Crowns of Glory-to; bur Aeole to0, if there be any ſuckrhitpsthers? 
' He tells you there, that che Commiſiion-the Apoſtles were" fent' ourwith, 


was 
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p 
was only to teach what Chriſt had mated, not the leaſt intimation gi- 
venof a power toimpoſeany thing elſe, except what they might be dire&t- 
ed to by the immediate guidance of the Spirit of God , and that they made 
an antecedent neceſlicy, either abſolute, or for the preſent ftate , the only 
ground of impoſing their commands, and much more to the ſame purpoſe , 
which, however they are regarded, may ſhew thus much, That it #s not only 
Humonr and Singularity which jadges tt moſt reaſonable,” that theſe things, 
Which the Defengers of them count Indifferencies, ſhould not be rigorouſly 1m- 
Poſed ron others, nor the Peace of the Charch ſuſpenatd uþon them. But .is it 
+ xndeed the Publick Peace that by theſe things you conſult for Þ> Why will 
you then in the room of a Submiſſion to. them, accept of any the moſt So- 
lemn Engagements from thoſe who will enterinto them, that they will not 
diſturb the Peace either of Church or State? Andif you find any aQting 
contrarily, proceed againſt them as you pleaſe, Let the World judge what 
reaſonable offers we make. Is it our obedience ro Authority you- would 
have us manifeſt > Why let our Submiſſion in all other things ſpeak for us. 
Or lay on us what commands you will in Civil things, or in any thing that 
. may benno ſnare co our Conſciences, and by them prove whether we be 0b- 
{tinace or not. fied 2: = . ; 

Ina word, z7// you accept our Promiſes, Bonds, Oaths, or What aſſurance 
can be defired, T hat we will labour in all things to aft moſt agreeably.to the 
' GoSpel of onr Lord, which we all own as a ſufficient Rule? And that we will 
»ct allow our ſelves in any prejudice, hamoar or perverſneſs, bat in all things, 
( thgugh we would not be mage one a Rule to another, in matters that will well 
allow diverſity ) will comply with you, ſo far as poſſibly we can, without dan- 
ger of diiþleaſing God, and damming of oxr own Souls ? And ſurely you have 
more tenderneſs than to defire us to do ſuch things. 7 am bold thus to peak 
'-#n others names ( though not one be privy to my Work ) becauſe I am perſ\Wva- 
ded there are few but will do thus much, and what can in reaſon be required 
more of any? #3 ben 
Let none uſurp the Prerogative of ſearching hearts, and knowing mens 
- meanings better than'themſelves, and ſay, Theſe are fine words, and ſpecicus 
pretences, but the deſign of all ts, bat to get more Liberty to ſtrengthen a Par- 
zy : For I ſolemnly profeſs, and, Thou God, who ſtandeſt over me whit 1 
am writing theſe words,know'ſt it, 7 abhor ſach a deſign. . If to raiſe men to 
the knowledge and love of God through the Spiric of his Son; if -to bring 
them to a careful obſervance of the precepts of our Lord;thart they may be 
obedient totheir Governours Eccleſiaſtical and Civil ; juſt and charitable to 
their Bretbren ; that they may be holy, humble, heavenly, patient, meck, 
' pure, chaſteand temperate; abounding in all the graces and fruits of the 
>; Spiric : 
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ous, and ſchiſmatical-? Yea, ſome hatwere nor. Bogn ſo ſoon asour' Civil 
Confuſions, and:chereſfore Sided, with none; -Offended none? If you indeed 
.and whoſe intentions were fo up- 


ownhearts, there are ſome, * yer, Iam confident, many Such, Well,how- 
ever after all we may be cenſured and flandered, yet, whileſt we can daily 
betake our (elvesto the All-knowing God, and proteſs before him; char 
ic. is the-griefof pur ſouls, that we are. deprived. of thoſe opportunities of 
ſerving him, which we once, hador hoped for, which we go 
ſtor'd and youchſaP*c rather than any, outward advantages whatever; and 
that we had rather ſerve him in the Miniſtry, than (for any intereſt of our 
own, be made Monarchsof the World, onely we dare not pretend his 
Glory co juſtife our lie; wedare not (for. tolum we. may ſpeak plainly) 
fay, we conſent to thoſe things we cannot. find warrant forfrom his'Word- 
nor that. thoſe who have yowed to reform his Church, are not oblig'd: 
thoſe Vows, when corruptions are ſo many and great; but we beſeechhim 
to lead us into all Truth, and diſcoyer-tous ourduty, for that he knows we 
would do any thing bur Sin againſt him, to purchaſe a liberty publickly to 
Serve him; and therefore to fs righteous judgment we wholly commit onr 
Cauſe ; whil{tT fay.inour daily prayers to God, we cin- make ſuch Pro- 
feſſionsas theſe (and that fome cin) we may poſſeſs our ſouls in patience, 
and be comforted wich theConſcience of our Integrity, whatever clamours 
there are without us, and whateyer calumnies men may labour.to faſten 
upon us. : And beſecchyou, who by your harſhnel, ſend ſach daily 
.co God with tears and gene under the heavy preſſures; yea, and Thou. 
ſands more of the beſt Chriſtians in the Land oncheir debalf,and 0n-the be. 
half of their own ſouls, in ſo great a meaſure.deprixed of the preciqusquick.. 
ning means they once enjoyed ; bethink. your ſelves how grateful thoſe 
your proceedings are to God, which rbus ocgafion-che. juſt, ſorrows and 
complaines of his Miniſters and deareſt Reople..... ;...: D097 5 " 
' Andlet mefurcher put ito your Conſgence;, w 


7 £ me Tu | ther in your private 
Addrefſesro God, you can ay, that you. are griev'd'in hearc Anya 
Brethren deprived of their Liberties, and: that you- have condeſcended to 
them as far as poſlibly you could without ſinning, and that you would co 
allthatin you lies for cheir rettauration, oh might nor provoke him, \and 
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and che Edificationand Salyarion of Souls which -you' aimed' ar, in your 
proceedings againſt them, '”- Can you make ſuch Profeſſions as theſe to 
God #'Or to men; us you will anſwer it af nn and dreadfulday of 
- accounts? Iileaveit ro your calm'and fober Conſiderations, © 


ET: ET OY 
be a burthento your owh Conſciences ;/ andthit it is the intereſtof Chrift, 


-I ſhatino longer ftand to importyne' you, 'bur (as hoping I have not 
bongipeaking allthis whitero chowind) enredtyonto tk ined” your ©- 
rious review;' the Potion for Peace, 'prefented to youby* the Diviries ap- 
pointed _—__ Majeſty, to rreat with you abont Chureh-aff'irs. There 
may you'fee what their Requeſts are, and che preſſing Reaſons with which 
they enforce them : Requelts ſoreafonable, Thar, nothing but f:d Expe- 
rience could have convinced me,” they:wereYeniable; Reaſons fo evident, 
that Lamperſwaded they areunanfwerable : Andin this perſwaſion I 'am 
more confirm'd from their being railed at, and ſcribled apainſt (which 
was all the anſwer [ ever heard of ) by.a Gentleman, from whom, if my pre- 
fent Paper caneſcape a ſuppreſſing, ir fears not an Anſwer *: for his yiolence 
is much more to be dreaded than his Rexfon. Now your nor, I beg you, 
theſe emreaties, becauſe you caneaſily deny them : for the canſe 1 plead is 
juſtand equal, and of weighty moment, which I refer to your impartial 
debates, and leave the evenc to the diſpoſure of that God, for whoſe Ho- 
nour itwas (if Tknow my ſelf) that I nndertook-this plea. And him I 
ſhall humbly follow with my 447 ba, That this Supplication, which I am 
writing Auguſt 24. may —_— his good Providence, and the favour of 
Authority, do ſomething to the reverſing of the AR, whoſe being in 
Force, took date from This day three years ſince) This fatal Day that de- 
ſerves to be wrote in Black Letters in Enmpland's Calendar. | 

Grunt this Oh my God, for thy Son C hrift Jeſus ſake, I beſeech thee, and 
| det all that ſeek, thy Glory, and the Proſperity of thy Church, ſay, Amen. 

i If any upon the reading of this, ſhould argue me, either of too preat 
confidence in making fuchan attempt, or wane of judgment to conceive 
there was any probabiliry of the- ſucceſs, when mnch' more likely endea-. 
vourghave been uneffeual ; Let fuch know, That when I had defigned 
x0 do my utmoſt towards adiſcovery of thoſe Sins, which have provoked 
Gods anger againſt us;'T fhould have thoupght-my ſelf anfaithful ro the 
'Cauſe I undertook, had any fear vr pretence of Reaſon prevailed with me, 
xo paſs ſilently over & miſcarriage of ſuch a narure,' as 1 haye manifeſted 
this tobe, ſoftuicfal of,” and complicate with, many others.” And it any 
a7 oa pd be framed by a Law, Thope that alters not the nature of 
it ſo far, asto makeit above a Subjet to call things by their own names. 
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mr ur ye;lhope, rn org eget 
1 have not tranſgreſs't the bounds of fobnery, nogelty 
which 1 owe my Syperiours.-- ---- ; 

Matte i Troeaned, That now Godcalleusall WIRE our "ou 
and review - our ways; {tney W ge gy ti Tr 
bortus o Repentance and ill-ad be unwilling to-refls&. 


ey 
theſame miſtakes and frailties that the reſh/of the fons of lapft —_ 
And if indeed it be rhade evident, Thapagit other Rerney uh oneyoe 
of che Rod nowin my ono n he Le 
thoſe, who | romH 
TS onſiſtent it 
ns tothe World Ore pews yet be AN ir) Do_ | 
terence betwixtus,; however to manifeſt thus whe Fray 00 
corneſity lelceous frets: (F moral). afcbaſe faſpreuled from char Mia 
Liab loymerits,afe to be re-admitred tO the ſame ;z and what 
begi; and readily offer a ſubmiſſion to, if- * they ightbe hg 
that that forkidy -whoare ſo forward to condemnthem all as obſtinate and per- 
verſe; may be-more wary « - their cenfures, andconfine them to thoſe on. 


ly whom they:know'ſo-guil 
gicken al thole, whoſe hearcs are 


 ... \AndThop'tEmightdo Comevingo 
afﬀfeted: with the Concernments of . intbei 
\Addrefles ro-God,] That he, in: whololiondcho hacker Kingsand allmen 
-are;-wouldindline our Superious to hearken: to., the Requeſts, -and+graci- 
only to regard'the Cauſe of ſo many of the Servants of Chriſt; who, 
wad bis Church ſo much needs their la i laboons, and wk would ſo ning: 
ſpend themſelves-in'the G—_ Jan. 4x rg ic: 


hearts, ret fe ted &1 thein Gene 
- AtxHaſtly, 1 c> nina the che farefaGtonic of my 
Conſcietceinthed iſcharge of my Puryjz; kigun ber rein Wpprove: mY 
. \ſelf to'God and my.own ſoul,” that Tha mn in,me lies, coward 
the'procuring of my ownand others Liberty, wade ſhall ſill be. deni- 


<d, t may hayeno my fe | and may com- 

fort ma herenadiogn thei 1m} royement of lyc ry, - hh 

 berequiredof'me;»by!the rj Jadge of, ns and. Farth,..chan 

rhe improvement. a gtcari Eſtate, oriaiplace; of. Honour, /or.'fome- ſuch 

"EP wich which I'was oe PR Andit I obtain inches 
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(though 1 ſtrongly hope for more) I ſhall 'be far from; repenting of my 
ederiakcalabock ; for I muſt confeſs, 'thur ſeems row final ing; 
which any way conducerh to my baving of boldneſs before my -Lord, ar 
the day of his appeiting, {595 io 2iyoodt is Foro tegy at 249-2 
A word or two more [ ſhall cake Liberty to add upon this Head, before 
I relinquiſh it. If the removal of ſo many Labourers out of the Lords: Har- 
veſt is fo grievous a Sin; both. in'irs ſelf, and the fad conſequences of jr, 
then all others, andeven'they themſelves, Fo far as 'rhey bare: contribured 
to this their remoyal, or have not fince'endteayour:dto prevent thoſe con- 
ſequences have c1uſeto bepreacly tumbled, ot nn nt 
_* And firit, Even all che People who have finned their Teachers into cor- 
ners, by ttiar Pride, Wantonneſfs, and Uufrui:fulneſs "under the' Means of 
Grace.  Bureſpecially cHoſeprivate Perſons, who by: their malice either 
did, or atleaſt endeavoured tocontribure to their ejz&ivnzor to the haſt ' 
ning of it. What 'Yolumns might be*compoſed: (evemanortier Book of 
Martyrs or Confeſſors rather) 'of the Safferingsmany of thefe Servants of 
Chriſt have met wich, from the Arbicrary violence of unreaſonable-men ? 
For I ſpeak not of what the Law hath impoſed on them: -. How have ſome 
beeti roſy from place co place, their Houſes ſearched, and: they confined, 
and all this acher upon groundleſs ſuſpition,or falſe accuſations : for: where 
was the man of them that hath yer been proved guilry'of Treaſon or Sed 
tion? Oh the notorious row Lyes and Perjuries,; that: ſome. of their Pec- 
ple haye been puilty of, both before, and ſince their ejeion?- * + | 
And yet how readily 2ecepted by miny ? And what's the ground of all ? 
Why, alas, they had got many Heirers, 'the Great-ones eſpecially,” who 
wereſcandalizedat the ſtrineſs of therr Docrines and. Lives, 'and-avgry 
that they might 'not go to' Hell quietly, -who:ftudiedto | berRevenged on 
them for the diſturbance they had received from them in their Sins, : Thus 
I dare confidently ſay," it hath” been with _ And though ſuch may 
have thoughr-they have been doing God goed ſervice, whileſt they have 
' been perſceuting his Miniſters; Fet believe it, they ſhall have ſmall thanks 
from him,” thar ſent them" upor that: Errand, the delivery whereof may 
haye brovghtthem ſo muchrroubl#:* and char rhey ſhall fnd to their ſmart 
| without true Yepeiitanice, if many'ef them havenor already. Whar, could .. 
not-men be cortentto-rejet rhe Embaſty God ſent them, but they muſl in- 
jure andabuſe ti#Embaſſadorstwo7ShafnorGod proclaim war againſt thac 
people that have thns violated the Law of Nations?-They-wonld fearee bave 
done thus toan Emb3ſſidonr ſene from- the Turk; to perfwade us to: ex- 
change Chriſt for Mahomer, and the Goſpel forrhe {lcoran.: But,Oh,let 
lerthem alone, they areſafe enovgh; *Tis the FaRtious Non-conformi@, 


aot 


_ 
not the Chriſtian Miniſterthey have medled with, Not the Holy: Jeſus, thac 
_ came from Heavenzo bring men thithery was Crucified, bur (if: you will 
believe his adverſaries) :a0enemy 0 Ceſar;and 41mpyer of Sedicion; noc 
Paul aServantand Worſhippzrof che mot High God, buct certain pelti- 
lent Fellow, a Ringleader of <a;SecR,” was accnſed;i.: The World hach ill 
ſome Policy 'and Modeſty in the: drawing up its Indi&ments, and dire not 


directly make Holineſs a Crime.” Well, Sirs,ic wilbbe bappy. for-you, if 


you ſhill be found to have had ſo-much wit in your anger, as that you ſhall 
at laſt beable co diſtinguiſh your: 
there ſhould be any thing foundiniChrittianity, engaging to that you: call 
Non-conformity ;” or if 'yoa have made This, but @precence for your Ma- 
ligniry ag-inſ}-Thary. Iwould not fora Thouſand Worlds. be in your caſe, 
for all your diſtinQions, when God, ſhall ariſe chorowly 2o- plead his Peoples 
cauſe : And eyennow*-ſure he is beginning to'do' ir.. | Andit under the 
Rod, you continueths ſin tor which you 2relaftc;berkink you how toan- 
ſwer thac ſtartling Queltion, #7/ho cver hardned hin/elf zagainſt God:; and 


prodÞer d ! And juſtly tiath God ſuited hisJudginentsto this ſin of che peo- 


ple A-Famine of the Word they. feared not, and therefore may God have 
ſent upon Thouſands what they:account mere dread{l,: a Famine of bread. 
*Tis juſt tharchey who loarh'd che:-Manna, and were weary of the 'bread of 
Life, ſhould want bread to put into their. mouths. . Andrhey who could nor 
endure theſe terrible Preachers, ler:tliemnoiv! ſpeak,:wherher the Threac- 
ning, orthe Execucion,/bethe more terrible? Now; 'Sirs, what: ſiy you to 
fin ?-Isir ſuch a harmleſsching as you thonghe it, or not? Dork: not. God 
now peak agnirſtitzintomechingalauder and harſher Language, than your 
'Bawlitig Preachexgwere waht ? 'Mgder them you could ſleep;but now fleep 
away this Sermon.ifoyoaran;, even this awakening Sermon,. which the 
Plague of ' God makes tb-you...: And if you g9: 0n-1n' your: hardneſs, you 
ſhall find ro your colt, that cbe HelFand Damnation which their Pulpits did 
ſo away againſt wickedneſs, was buea painted fire, tothar youſhall ecer- 
'nally feel. - - | 6D lar Hi cop lande 


' Bur from others who have beeti the anjuſt cauſes of your: Sufferings, bo. 


your ſelves, I ſhall addreſs my ſelf: "Honoured Fathers; :and\Dear Brethren, 

with whom my boldneſs will:tior; Iam; confident, Be miſconſtrued. Since 

you will readily acknowledge, tliatallthatharhb'befal'n you, is juſt, as: from 
God. you cannotrhen but ſay iron-youttſins; and thefe, I hope; it-is your 

_ buſineſs to refleton,/and:/begpardon for, - ;ThonghT am well aſlu *d, 
the holineſs, diligence.and/painfuln:ſs of many of yow hath been ſuch, thac 
to Men'you-may. well acquit your ſelves, and may be worthy. patterns to 0- 
thers, and ſhame and.ſilence your Accnſers; yetr@-God you cannor-fo __ 
7 | | *dily 


1 your-ſelves'our:of. Goitls difpleaſure';- bur if 


IE 


®.. 


bs ” (90) 
dily juſtifie-your ſelves7 know: you.dar 
more to-promote the Intereſt of -yauri. 
of youl mean, -forLprofeſs wi 


ngagements to. God , that if 
once more he will eatryſt you with forfeited ipriviledges, you will be more 
faithful and vigorous than eyer yet you have been, inthe work of the Goſ- 
pel ,. that you will no more take your-eaſe, nor ſeek. your. {.lves, nor waſte 
precious timein needleſs Controverſies ; nor confine godlineſsto any with» 
out-book Niceties of your own; nor- lay.the Peace' of the Church upon 
your particular Opinions, but will readike join with allthat are willing , in 
the owning and preſſing-onlie the things that are necef{zrie to. Salvation; 
and will uſe.all meags, both. publick and private, for the conyerfion of Souls. 
Andif God grant yeurprayers, asim.hisdue time-he may; See that you re- 
member thi oniuics. EI LL fH 1j211 019i 3-09 P15 io TTY i at} ; 
But *tis the ranch | wonkd'have you chieflieto-conſider ; and thar 
is your not endeavouring whatiyou might, to.prevent ſome of thoſe fad 
- conſequences of your Excluſion,gwhicht betore mentioned, in that you have 
not embrac'callthe opporraties tharwere yer afforded; you, for the doing 
g00d to the people, to bringtbem trom:ſin to-Godz andſo your negligence 
may have haſtned and help*cforward Gods jndignation.; - Let: me not be 
thoughr too ſawcie, Sirs;b beſecch yob; for inthe fame plain-dealing I have 
uſed hitherto, T amreſolved to conclude.” 1 muſt needsſay then, if they are 
not to be excuſed who havedeprived you of, your publick Libertie,no more 
are you, if you haye not improved that private Libertie. they left you for 
doing yobr Maſters work.;--] muſt profets.it bath troubled me, to hear men 
pray ſocarneſtlie,and talk'{o muchfdr the-Reſtauracion of - their Liberties, 
and to fee themmakefd litlenſeof thoſe the Lawallow'd them. And ic 
might too much tempt men to fear, that chejr Secular intereſts went neareſt 
wy. 675 oe , andthat hey, cbicflie meana Libertie;to receive their main- 
renance again, to livethey and their Famvilies at theiv formerRates;' or to 
be able to inſult over; ndpiveLaws to tlioſe imtheGhnrch,who-now tram- 
ple upon and deſpiſe-them.' Tknovr Dizly Bread may;bepray*d:for, but the 
Coming of God's Kingdom muſt have the prioritie,both in our prayers and 
endeavours. | - The 
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\ The Caſs weightie, —_ 2s conſra 
and preach che Goſpel you entered-into-anEng Laan 1 oY 

Commilſlion, the yaliditie whereof ( though ro ſome of you given, | 
laying on of the -handsof the Presbyreric onlie ) L ſuppoſe you queltion 
not, nor [ think ſcarceanie gne elſe, till yerie latelie;, . Well, jc bring chus, 
I-would know how you can hife off: che neeelſitie-that lies/pp6R- you ro 


| preach tieGebeliaad the Woe in- caſe of your negligences... Fo wy 


replie, To bavenot leave given jou, nor! yet any maintenance 


pray you, Whogave the A and Primitive Chriſtians- leaye for Three 


| hundred Years after Chriſt, and who maintain'dthem > Where was ſuch a 
Clauſeinſerted in your 


Commiſſion, Alwayes provideathat the Rulers of the 
world give you leaut.to performs your DaaietdT would agree, with.che Po- 
liricks of that Gencleman, whodeing I fear, defign'd r@ take;God -out of 
the World, in courteſie coms, fomewhae to prevent our contlion., would 
ſet up Monarehs licele.leſs limited chan He. +; Butif. our Anceſtors bad gone 
by chis Rule, where had the Gofpel bzen or where is it excepted, 7 bat you 
wa heve ſabb and{uch provifens,orelſemt to Prearh ? Fox: quy! awn part 
I acknowledge my ſelf a verie mean Caſu uiſt,and i + parc. of Tayentic — 
diſtinctions, which here might be needful. "And am verie-coniideant, IJ. 
am ſpeaking to fe x, bur are more kriowing, and better ſtudied jo this poine, 


than my ſelf; and great difficulties there are to me, concerning the relation | 


berwixt'a Paſtor, and a people, as matters now' ſtand with ns,” how: far ic 
holds, and:how far men are e 1ged to perform/allthe dutigs of-chacrela- 
tion; whereforeto'thar I ſhall ſay mas or ry . ohlie ſo-far- as concerns 
my ſelf, and verie manie more; yea, all in; e thas: irdie torefolve 
the caſe to myſelf, when my under ing; , ; dſt ilp'r, by power 
apprehenſion of death and' jadgmenc near attiand. 
[ take it for the indiſpenſable duty of every. nap, to employ himſelf to 
theutmoſtin his place hack ealling, in anſwering: the. ends of bis Creation 
and ReJemprion, the glorifying'of God, indoing his beſt co ſave his own, 
and others Souls, And if t haye been Solemaly:Conſecrated to.this work, 
co makeic my verie particularCalling,no Commandof the bighelt Emperor 
iuthe World'candiſoblige me from it: ern 17 or Pact the Goſpel 
roamed, Souls ſaved, my Vows peoforned;Rormand rage, forbid. and 
finderir; who wilbor can, - Bucif there a1)ſach.cerms to be put upon 
me, as the conditionof my more openexerciſeof the FunRion I ah devo- 
ted to, which cerms, after the uſe 6 all due means for [nformazion, rw 
I cannot lawfully ſubmic co; bur yet others will, whoſe appreh 
from mine} who wiltinſome:competenc meaſure-carry on Ga ous: 
T Wereingloyedi in, which F am forbid'to meddlewirk :; Thengnfuc a cale, 
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( which;-if 1 miſtake nor, lwours ).T willcaſt about which __ I may do 
moA, for thoſeendsTam obliged to carry. on. + And finee' Chriſtiznity' ir 
ſelf is not forbid ro be Preich't,, only mult-not do'ir, v2; not Publickly 
Þut yet others will, and in many places do : | And I foreſee that by ruſhing 
upon the Publick Preaching,more hurc wouid cgme of my diſobedience,chan 
good, ' and Iiſhould be more'out of. a capacity*for future Service, either by 
Imprifonmene;Baniſhment, or the like; (which ate nor ſo much. co. be 
ſhun'd as Sufferings, but as they hinder the atrainment of 'my ends } 1. will 
then ſe: 'whar private opportunities areafforded me for thoſe ends, and theſe 
with all readineſs I will accept, and diligently improve, as in which, all cir- 
cumſtancesconſidered, I may do-molt for the advancement of the Goſpzl : 
And therefore is not to berhoughtan effett of Cowardice,'a--baſeneſs-:un- 
worthy him-thit remembers what it ſounds: to bea' CHRISTIAN, 
bur as my taking that way, which moſtconducech co Gods glory, and the 
Intereſt of Religion, And: this.is no other thanthe- courſe Pax! himſelf 
rook, al. 2.2. when he communicated the Goſpel privately, ro them that 
were of Reputation. ( and why? for fear, or ſhame?: no-, but ) leſt he 
ſhould run in-y3in, Le Hehe 2 OPS 
But if Circumſtances ſhould ſo alter thecaſe, that I ſee; venturing upon 
Publick Preaching, bethe moſt probableway for the accompliſhment of my 
juſt defigns, then | will embrace that: Or if: I ſhould be forbid privately to 
_ endeayour the Salvation of. Souls, then T muſt, and w.ll diſobey, ler' what 
will be the event;,' berauſe ſach commands dire&ly contradit: choſe ends 1 
muſt promote, and leave me no way for the attaining of them : Yea,though 
I dye for it,I muſt tell thoſe within my reach, who yur us our Beips, and 
keeps us alive, and to what end , who ſhed his blood for us, and why, and 
what we muſt do to be made partakers of (the benefits he hath purchaſed : 
I muſt tell themof the eviland danger of fin, whither it leads,and-what an 
Heaven holineſs will end in; Theſe are mattersthat the Warld muſt know, 
though a thouſand deaths attend upon the Publiſhers : And I would no fon- 
ger care for a tongue or hand, than whil*ſt1 might ſpeak or write of chem. 
One word more,and [ ſhall conclude this: But it ſo happening ſince the loſs 
of my Liberty, that my ſelf, and thoſe chat depend on me, may bereduc't 
co ſuch preſſing neceſlivies, thit.I nufthe taken up much more chan I was 
wont, ſome way or other for the proetring of a Livelihood (the fad cafe 
-ar preſent of many precious, eminent Miniſters ) then TI will betake my 
ſelf co ſuch care and painsas is requilite hereto, in the meantime not re- 
linquiſhing my greit Work, but regarding the World ( as all:ought to do, 
add indeed-the moſt of what | have faid; is appliable to private Chriſtians ) 


onlie with a ſubſcrriencie toir. "And this again we may find juſtified by 
= Paut 


9. ds Sts AB 


fats Robe bo oY Y Ww = 


yet you could not have.charged him withn 
then he was.contrivinghow.to render it molt acce' 


- And thusI have given in my btief choughts ofthis Caſe, which, though 
it may ſeema digreiſion from the matcerin/ hand, yetisirnor fo from my - 
main deſign, if it may dothe leaſt to quicken any to aſenſe of their dutie, 


and the negle&s of ir, and to put them upon more carefulneſs for the fu- 


ture, And hence many may fee, how guilty they have been, in nor lay- 
ing out themſelyes for- the good of ſouls, fo far as they might, withour 


breaking any Law, orvunning any; hazard; /:Oh. Sirs, you are men ſure 


ſomewhat ſenſible of what worth a ſoul is :* and what weighty things Sal- 
vation and Damnation are, which careleſs Wretches do bur: jeſt with, as' 


words of courſe. Why have you not then laboured more in theſe mat- 


ters ! Let none miſunderſtand me, F ſpeak to the- negligent only. Could 


we have done no morefor God and mens: fouls, to inform: the ignorant, 
convince the obſtinate, quicken rhe-S 
there not have been, through the ble x os God evenupon our private lar 
bours, fewer to provoke, and more topleaſe him, more to ſtrive with him 
by their prayers to-turnaway his wrath, than there are | 

And upon the ſame account, I would beg all private Chriſtians to lay to 
heart their lamentable dulneſs, aud uſeleſsneſs-in the Places and Towns 
where they dwell. Oh bow little are their Neighbours and Acquaintance, I 
wiſh, I might not ſay their Families, better for many of them ! $0 lictle 
do.chey make Religion their buſineſs : butin all their converſeare eyenlike- 
other men; only plodding onin a life.lefs: Profeſſion, and track - of Du- 
ties; and appearing a little zealous for ſome By-opinions of their own.” It 
was time for them to be raiſed out of their heavy, luke-warm temper, and 
co be made to mindand reliſh a litcle more the weighty Truths and Matters 
of Religion. Reader, Artthou an Honourer of Chriſt, and a Lover of 
Mankind 2 Why tell me then, is it not amoſt lamentable thing ro conſj- 
der, Thar almoſt all the World, yea, almoſt all the Chriſtian, and Refor- 
med Chriſtian World is drowned in wickedneſs : and that there is fo lictle 
Savoury Saltinic, ſofewthat ſtudy and labour to make the Goſpel obrain' 
amongſt men inthe life and power of it? How do the moſt ſeek their own 
things, how few the things of Jeſus Chriſt > Oh that men were once 
chroughly perſwaded, that his things were theirs! Some are roo buſie 
about Puppet-plays, the petty trifles'of the 'World, which, yer co thoſe, 
who are ſwallowed upin them, ſeem weighty and important, ro mind much 
what becomes of mens immortal ſouls. Let the poor Curate, that muſt 


live byit, ſee to ſuch-lowaffairs. Others have ſo much to do to keep up. 


L their 
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Paul himſelf : whorh, if youhad found baſte at work, irt making his Tents, / 
; of the Goſpel : foreven” 


y, than' we have-done? Miphe 
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their own Parties, Opinions and Quitoms, That Chriſt may. look to his 
Goſpe! himſelf tor them, except 2511 liesin cheway'to the things they ac- 
count moſt their Concern, - But all you the Miniſters 'of Chriſt, ' if: inde ed 
you take Jis,'Workit: felt for :your Honour, Pleafure:, and Wages, 
though many of you may wane thoſe encouragements which are ſo requi- 
Tice and deſirable for your fucceſs, yet, be awakened to do all the ſervice 
you can to your Lord and Maiter ? Let us not ſtand accuſing any for the 
remoyal:of :qur opportunities, whilelt we have ſo. many betore us, if we 
had the hearty and skill to ufe them. . How ghd would the PrimitiveChri- 
| Rans, or Qur Proteſtant Martyrs. bave'been of choſe Priviledges we enjoy, 
though thty might earneſitly-bave deſired more.? Whar Sirs, are there no 
prove near. you, that cry aloud for your help, to ſave them from the 
urning lakezto reſcue them out of the jaws of Death, and ſnares of che 
Devil, by whom cheyareled captive ac his: will > Theſe, theſe are they, 
upon:whomelpecially youought:ro employ all your'skill and pains, and 
from him that hed for nhem, you fhalf bave your reward. -I know the 
Godly alſo call for {trengtbning direRion, comfort, and quickning , but 
ſurely your principal (much leſs your only) work is'not with them :;' the 
miſerable creztures that are juſt ar the Graves mouth; and yet' know not 
what they came intothe World-for, require 'ſpeedie and feaſonable help. 
Oh how many Thouſands may now be ont of yourreach, whom/you once 
might have ſpokent o, 'bur did not ! Who hinders you from going to ſuch, 
_ diſcourſing to them the matters that concern their everlaſting Peace? 
Cannot you watch opportunities when they can beſt haye while to hear 
you, .andare moſt likelie ro m_ you? You that live amongſt your for- 
mer people, cannot-you go to their Houſes, and take all-occafion of con- 
verſe with chem and be inculcatingon chem the great Fruths and Daties of 
the Goſpel? If you neyer formerly took this courſe of private dealing 
with your people, ſerupon itnow, and you know not but it may be more 
effeual than all your former labours were. Some that have tried, have 
had good ſucces. However, you will have comfort in doing your dutie. 
Oh 80 often, as you have time, amongſt you poor Neighbonrs, and ſee in 
what a ſtate their ſouls are, and be not fo uncharitable and hard-hearced; 
as to ſze them dropping into Hell,and yet do nothing ro prevent it. Though 
*cis amongſt Strangers you are caſt, yet acquiint: your ſelves with them, 
and do them all the' (good -you can, as. knowing -every man's your 
Neighbour that needs your help. Pur then upon reading good Books, 
and take account of them, and learn what their knowledge in Religion is, 
and accordingly inſt-ut and adviſe them, Burt far be it from me, to preſume 
to give Directions for the Work, others hayedoneit fully , and you know 
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it wellenough if you would PAL: with all | pa 17 gt theti 
the example of Pax!, who wentabuoefrom houſe ro:hou ;aightand day; 
warning and beſecching every one with vears; -: Whar dv. you'think chisis 


not preaching the Goſpel # Do: you thinkthar's only, whi u ſtand or 
a high place in the midſt of ar &ffeniby:?' Did not Chriſt preach the Goſpet 


ro a Woman alone, and Philipzothe Bunucti? LnfomereſpeRts*cigevidenc 
perſonal diſcourſe hath mucb dibadyamageofi publicepreathing; and why 
may we not expe Gods blefling hereupor; as well/agot!! the other 2 Now 
Sirs, we have arthappy oppormnity'of diſcovering what pure love to the 
Goſpel will do with ns, withont anyhopesof a Temporal Reward. - Whar 
moved youto-Preachto your People before? ]-know you will notjoyn with 
the Quakers inaccuſing yourſelves; andfay it was for your Tythes. Whar 
then, was ita deſireto ſavethe' Souls of your people ? Why 1 hope'cheir 
Salvation is as precionsin your ey&snow, asthety, and do notthey as Thwck 
reed your aſfittance? Why-thendo not yourontite it ? Say not, the peo. 
ple will not bear ic, for many wilt, - Try them once again, and' where any 
are obſtinate, leryour loyeand'courteſie dd its utmolt to 'overcotne them, 
Oh levus but work out own tiearrvints lively affeftionnreapprehenfions 'of 
the great concernments of Souls; and ſtudy more what God is, and why he 
made us; wharthe Deatlrof Chriſt imports, what itis' for a Sonl t0'be ſaw 
ved or damned for ever; - and-we ſhall ſcarce be able to race ſpeakins to 
all wecankght upon ; but we ſhall-rarher ask every/man 'we meet, wie 
ther he hath yet done his beſt to make ſure lns everlaſting happinebawhethes 
hee'syer got from under the wrath of God; atid one of danger of Helld' 
Theſethings will be ready to burſt from us inelie ho fitects, of open Con- 
gregations, Oh had we but that zeal;and thoſe affetions which theſe mat- 
rersdeſerve, and will-yery well warranc, what work migbewe make in the' 
world, yet keeping inall dae bounds of ſobriety arid prudence ? Thougly 
perhaps we might be counted mad-men'for our pains, as Chriſt hicfſeſf and 
che Apoſtle Paul were, But reniember then] would have you ſpetid your 
zeal uponthe things that are worth it; proportion it to the' weight of the 
truths you infiſt on. I would nor have you rake this paitis to make men of 
your opinion; in conroverted matters. Beware of that, deſigning a party 
will ſpoibaltyour work. Labour you'to makethem Members ot Chriſt, 
what need you care then what particular Chufeh they are members of, 'or 
whereinthey differ frof you in matters, that concern not their Salvation 2 
Do thebeſt you can to heal all breacties, make none, widen none: Let men 
cenfure'usas long as they will for SchiſmaticaFandTurbulene; andifalf our 
profelſions tothe conttary may riot be heard; yet ler our practiſes wirtielFto 
God; tothe world; and to our own Conſciences, that we are true lovers of 
p | L 2 =. ___P.ety 


| (762 DE 
!  Piety ard Pedce. | Seethat yeu' have ng other! aims but Gods: plory; and 
| Hhe&elown, and Crown you: far your labour of loye. ' Say not now, this 
15a difficult work, but cell me whether it be not needful'? 1f the Deviland 
his Inſtruments ſic lill, then' do you ſo;;co; Remember what a Covenanc 
you made in Baptiſme, beſide all other Engagements ſince. 
Think what you live for, and where you expet to ſtand ſhortly, and cell 
 mewhether.a life thas laid out for God, willnorthen be your comforr? Oh 
for the Lords ſake chen all you his Servants up and'bedoing, and tear not : 
For God will be with you, whatare you afraid of enemies ? Do you think 
This will procure you more hatredand ſufferings? And awaken Powers to 
greater jealouſies, and cauſe them to abtidge,you of the liberty yet reſer- 
ved ? Never fear-it, Sirs, why don'c;you know what ampreſting you to? 
Is it. to-propagate Chriſtianity ; . and*tlus is a:work. thar muſt and thall be 
done : for God hath ſaid it, and hee'l ſeeroit; and for this che World is 
yet kept up. Oh Sirs, pure, ſimple, and uncorrupted Chriſtianity, deſerves 
all our time and ſtudy, and pains to advance it. And it hath ſuch Comforts 
and Crowns, for its reſolved Friends and Perſecuted followers, that would 
make a maneven long to-beluffering for it, andthe more he ſuffers,the more - 
he will ſtill love, thearmlier adhere to it... Chriſtianity , It is a Religion of 
Chat force and excellency, that it defies oppofitians, and ſcorns all banks and 
bounds. It awes its greateſt Alvyerſaries, and a Priſoner at the bar with it, 
may make his Judge upon the Bench torremble, and the ſturdy Jaylour char 
even-now whipt hum, come quakingto.bega Pardon. Fear not Priſons,for 
the Goſpel can never be bound, Let this alone be your rule, and value 
not what Law or will of man ſhall contradi& it. Kings and Emperours with 
all their Officers, and Armies, Edits and Authorities, are but Trophee's to 
its Power ; like dams they 1 make it riſe the higher, and overbear all before 
ic; experience confirms what ſay. This cake of barley bread will tum- 
ble downall the Tents of a Midianitiſh Hoſt ; The noiſe! of its Trumpets, 
the light of the Lamps (though the Pitchers that bear them, theſe earthen 
veſſels our bodies, be broken ) and crying out, The Word of theLord,. 
and his Son Chriſt Jeſus, will diſcomftIntmmerable Armies, and make them 
- un, andcry, and flee. This is the Goſpel, and ler all that read theſe lines 
« ſay, Let it go on and Proſper, letit run and be Glorified, and ſtrike its hea- 
ling Sword to the hearts of ics Adyerſaries. Now this isit, and this alone, 
which I would beſe:ch all to ſpend themſelves for, and fear not bur ic will 
bear your charges, Let your work be purely Gods, andif he can bear you 
out he will, and I hope you don*cdoubtthat. But ler -me once again beg 
ou, to ſee that you makethe cauſe you work for, the ſame that Chriſt and 
ts Apoltles drove on in the world, and then how joyfully may you ſuffer 
| or 
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(177), - 
forit, whatever men call your ations anddefigns; ;'Tis nothing ſtrange to; 
fuffer for Chriſt from nominal Chriſtians ; -nor for Peace and Truth, from: 
men thatcallchetnſelyzs Orchodox and Catholick ; this hath been otren in, 
the world 1 Lec then the weighty, bur much neglet-d Do&rines and Com- 
mand of the Goſpel be urged-with all earneltneſſ?, bur leſſer things leſſe. 
regarded. Talk Jeſſe of the Times, but more of Ecernicy. -Stand nor dif- 
courſing who ſhould -haye Power inthe Churchto men, that are yer under 
the Power of che Devil; norof a Grnmony or Form of Prayer, ro thoſe. 
that know not God, nor their own fouls. What ſtrange things would theſe 
be toCatechize an Heath:n in , and are they much fitter for Carnal ones ? 
Bur oh labour to-work men into the true temper, and Spirit of Reljpion, 
- which conſiſts ſo much in loye ro God and our Brethren, and then the new 
nature that is in them, the inward reliſh of their Souls, and renewed prin- 
ciples of light, will enable themto judge of - things that differ, and all mac- 
ters.of moment God willreveal co them, . by RT | 
Again, I have need to requeſt chat] be not judged immodeſt, if the confu.. 
ſed haſte I now.writein, baye carried me outtoa mozethan ſcemly earneſt. 
_ neſſe; - nor yet count me Pragmaucal for-venturing thus-to adviſe, ſince] 
defire no more regard thea what the reaſonableneſle; and. weight of the 
chings propoſed ſhall be found to deſerve, ' rope © Tala 
_ . Andthusatlength, through Godsaſfliſtancz,. I am eyencom'n to the end 
of my task.. I have endeayoured to ſhew, wherein it is, we have from the: 
higheſt to the lowelt done amiſs, and provoked God againſt us; I have alſo 
mingled DireQions, ſo far as my intended brevicy-would. permit, for the; 
performance of thoſe duties, that may appeaſ? his wrath, and mike us ha [ 
py in his favour. | | | | - 
 Andoh that theſe weak endeyaours might have an iſſue anſwerable to 
their Deſign ! then how confidently durſt I ſay we ſhould be an happy Peo- 
ple, by becoming holy, which-is all I have aimed at. | Bur what-talk I of 
my endeavours ? What ſhall benow the iſſue of Gods Judgmentsthac have 
been upon us ? Shall we be bectered by them or not > Oh. one would think 
there ſhould ſcarce an obtinate Sinner belefe inthe Nationafter this? But 
that we ſhonld all with one conſent return to the God who hath ſmitten us, 
from whom we have back-ſlidden? One would think we ſhould now imi- 
race the Children of 7/rae/, whom after, Eminent: Judgments. we, find en- 
rring into a Covenant, to ſeek and ſerve the Lordtheir (God, to which cheir 
Kings. were wont tocall chem.. Andoh that God would pur. it into the bearr 
of his Majeſty, to engage all his People even from one end of the Land to 
the other, to enter into ſuch a ſolemn vow, ' that we. will in all things be 
careful co walk in thoſe ways Gog hathenjoyneq us, and not io. any thing 
NT ns | voluntarily 


 wliuntarily break his holy I oh ſome ſuch-an' engagement was 
madethe bond of our. Union ; our entrance into and obſervance of it the 
condirion of our Church-Communion? Of what a 'blefſed-confequence 
would eyen this be ? But thisandall other ſuch great wiſhes, let us reſerve 
for our prayets; and give me leave with ſome jealoufie tro demand', Whe- 
rher ail that God-hath done ſhall be loſt-upon us? - Whar- ſhall our Nation 
{till be drowned in fin ? So ſoon as ever the Rod's-from:off us, ſhall we'2o 
our old courſes again? Shall Profaneneſs abound, and Religion-be deſpiſed 
again ? Shall Taverns, ard Brothel-houſes, andPlay-bouſey be frequented, 
and Gods Worſhip ſlighted,and neglected again? Will cheabominable and 
tilchy be ſo till ?- Shall Blaſphemy, and Swearing, and Curſing, be as loud 
as ever? Will men again to the World, and their Pleaſures, as buſily as ever? 
And ntake as light of his Threitnings and Promiſes, and laugh actheralk of 
dearh and-judgmenr, as they were wont to do ? Shall God ſtill be mock*c 
with Formalities, and diſhonoured by mens Lives? Will the Hater of God- 
kneſs ſtill riſe higher in bis Rage ? Will the execution of Juſtice be as much 
negle&ed asever ? And will the Man of Violence {well his Fingers into 
Loyns, and exchange his Rods for Scorpions > Will men ſtill cloſe their eys: 


Y 


againſt the cleareſt light;-and reje& the apparent and only means for the re- 


conciling our differences, and eſtabliſhing our peace upon ſure foundations? 


Or will they yet ſtrive to aggravate the bitterneſs of mens ſpirits, and pur- 
ſue th:ir deſign of cruſhing them into the very dirt? <hill we yet be rent 
and torn with animoſities and diviſions? And ſhall they that ought to cure, 
keep up and encreaſe them ? Shall we ſtill, inſtezd of accuſing our ſelves and 
fin, dip our Pens and Tonguesin Gall, and w= out, one ſide on the Tyrin- 


nical, Cruel and Oppreſlive; theother, on the Murmurers,Male-contents, 

and Fault-finders? Will theſe, and all other diſorders be {tilt continned > Oh 
God forbid that it ſhould be thus, that we ſhould grow worſe. under the 

. Phyſitians- hand, and that none of his ſtrongeſt Medicines ſhould work ? 

Shall we cauſe God to complain of us, that he would have healed us;bur we 

would not be healed ? That in vain hath he ſmitten us, for that we would 

not receive Corretion ? Oh that ſuch a poor Worm as1, could do any 

thing to prevent ſuch aſad concluſion, for Woe to us, if God depart from 

_ us, leaving us to our ſelves, refolving to ſtrike us no more, but ſetting us alone 

tilſhe deſtroy us1tour ſins. '' My words are like to ſpread bur a little way; 

but oh that / es tphthave ſome effeAvivhere they light. EG; 

- 'Tothee, Reader, let me berake'my ſelf: What have the workings of chy 

Soul been, whilſt thou haſt been'reading theſe Lines? and what influence 
have they upon thee? -Whar, hath" 'not'thy Conſcience ſmote thee, ſpeak 
the truth, and told thee plainlie, Thos haft-been a Tronbler 5f--the' Land, _ 
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9) Fa OO ns 
baft help't to bring at Inche ſiglit of God, I demind of 
thee, Haſt thou nor. been guilty of ſome of the fins here deſcribed,Coveronſmeſs 
or Pride, Lazenry or Oppreſſionger the like ? And what now:?.dolt thou con- | 
demn thy felt. for thy tollie > Wilt:chou make all ſpeed roger a/Peace con- 
firmed betwixt God and chy Soul, and a Separation made: berwixt thy Soul 
and Sin? Oron the other hand, Art thou notin-a rage, that thy fin hath 

been t00 plainlie diſplayed, and coo much diſgrac't ? Thy dirling fin which 
chou artrefolyed ro keep, thouph thou have Hell wich ic ? Art thou nat fra- 
ming excules, and ſyying, 7 how canſt not believe that ſuch and ſuch. things 
which thow haſt a mind to, are ſuch heinous matters; and ſo diſpleaſing to Gog ? 
Orelle arcchou remiſs and Fupid, never thinking thisor char, onlie tolling 
over che Book, and paſſing this cenfure onit, and throwing it down withour 
anie more regard ? Trulie chisis it [ moſt fear ;, for this isthe-general-pre- 
vailing temper : Oh therefore thar I could bu: rouz? thee  roati appreben. 


® ſfionof thy {zlt, and chy owneſtate. Reader, Sure thou arc one that wouldit 


.not willinglie be damn'd ; Wile chou then hearken to a moſt reaſonable re- 
que{t I hill make to chee, before conclud2.? Thou hait now been awbile 
reading theſe Lines, which have bzen as a Bill of [ndi&m2ne agiin!t our 
Land, and have deciphered what our eſpecial crying fins are. Wilc thou 
now when thou ſhut*t che Book, get aloae, and ſpend bu: as much time in 
reading thy own hearc and lite,and ſearch and ſee whether none of theſe fins 
be chin2 ? It may be this is a work thou neyer didſtinthy life yer, bur wilt 
thou now bring thy hearc ro it ? *Tisin vain to ask thee, whether thon wilt. 
forſike thy fin, if chou wilt not ſet upon examining thy ſelf to rad it out. 
Wharc ſay'it thon then in the N:m2 of God to this my earneſt Requeſt ? 
What, ſhall I be denizd ? Isita greatmatrer I ask of the2,to withdriw thy. 
ſelf from the noiſe and buſle of the World,and of thy ownvain though:s, 
and to mike a diligent ſearch into che ſtate of thy own ſou), char being fn- 
ſible of thy ſinand dinger, thou may*(t yet ger help ? Wil'tthou do thus 
much, or tell me plainlie,7i/t chow be damw#'d firſt? For Vie afſure thee, rhy 
Damnation is never like to be prevented withour ſerious Conſideration, and 
that's it I would beg thee to : Which is it thou wilt chooſe? To ſerupon 
thy Durtie, or to venture-upon Hell > Sure thy mind:cannot but anſwer one 
way or other, Reader, be awakened, tike not theſe for words of courle, 
from God [ ſpeak tothee, *tis God looks on thee; he knoxws the thoughts 
and intentions of thy heart, uponthy reading theſe demands. And: what- 
ever courſe thou-take, whether thou wilt eximine thy ſelf, and forſike thy 
ſtns, or not, yet thou can(t notſay but God hath given thee: fair Warning. 
He now ſtands over thee with his Rod in his hand, and asks thee, 77hether yor 
thow wilt ſeek, and{erue him ? If thy Self-examinations fhall have made 
| | Way 


| 


| | 0 ; 2 
way at all for ſuch a demand, I would know inthe hext pl:ce, whether the# 
wilt ftrive to put aWway ſin, every ſin from thee, or wilt thou not ? "Art thon yet + 
willing to be reconciled to God ? Be 1t known to thee, oh fnner,whoever thou 
art, yer there is hopzs; from the Lord thy Maker and Redeemer, Itell thee 
ſo : What would the Damned give for fuch a word > Jf thouwilt but 'im- 
partiallie conſider thy wayes, bewail thy ſin, andloath it, turn from it, and 
fromthe World, to the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, reſting on his mer- 
cie in andthrough his Son, ſetting upon a courſe of ſerious holineſs, and 
continuing therein to the end, doing this, be afſured thy Soul ſhall live: 
Somethins of this I ſpoke at the beginning ,and cannot ſtand to ſay more on 
it now : Here's enough to inform thee ( if thou kneweſt ir not ) what 
chy Dutie is ? But art thou willing to perform it ? One would think thou 

| ſhouldelt ſoon be reſolved what todo. The queſtio 1 is, yhether thou wile 
ao thy utmoſt to change thy heart and life, that thou may'ſt be ſaved ? Or whe-. 
ther thou wilt go in fin, and be damned ? 1 have told thee upon what terms Þ 
thou may'ſt yec eſcape thy Ruine': but wichall know, This muſt be done. 
Jpeedilie, or perhaps notatall. If thou delayeſt one hour, thou may*'ſtbe 
in Hell thenext, God hath born with thee long, now he is making ſhort- 
er work , he will not alwayes wait for nothing. Thy keart quicklie he de- 
mands, this he will have, or thy hearts-blood. | 

Away with thy fin then wich all poſſible ſpeed ; if thou retain it, it will 
bethy death, for a Hue and Cry's gone out from Heaven againſt ir, and 
che man in whoſe hands *cis found, ſhall ſurelic dye : Then caſt it away, if 
thou love tt-ylife, thy everlaſting life. 5 

But whatart thou one of thoſe ſenſleſs, brutiſh, blockiſh ſouls, that a 
man had almoſt as good ſpend his breath upon a ſtone wall, as talk to thee ! 
Artthou nothing moved with all thou readeſt or heareſt, but takeſt all for 
words of courſe, which thou forgetteſt as ſoon as the noiſe is out of thy. 
ears? Doſt thou now lay aſide the Book,and go about thy wonted buſineſs, 
as if thou had(t not been reading for Life or Death ? Bur a kind of Story , 
that no way concerns thee? Wilt thou now riſe up, and go to thy world! 
cares, thy Company, or vain Diſcourſe,inſtead of getting alone to God wit 
humble acknowledgments of thy fin, and earneſt cryes for mercy ? If thou 
aſt infeted with the Plague,and had been reading what Medicines thou 
ſhould'{t uſe, would'ſt thou lay by the Book, and never mind more, as if 
thou hadiſt done enoughto read them, without taking care to apply them > 
And wilt thou now be guilty of a madneſs as much greater than this, as fin 
and Hell, are worſe than the Plagueand Death? Art thou reſolved. though 
Chriſt himſelf ſhould kneel to thee, and beſeech thee ( as he doth by me ) 
to ſearch thy heart, and review thy wayes, and deteſt thy fins,that he _ 
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fee whether they can help and de troer thee. 


felf- to ſo much Labour as Convetfion:willcoſt thee ?. If 'thowbe ſuch a 
ſtupid* reſolved ſinner, thatwile remain/in-thy old wayes, come on 'it 
what will , yea, and believeſtall ſhalt be well enough with'rhee- for: all 
that, what can i ſay to thee more? God be Judge berween thee and me; 
Thou art deſtroyed, not becauſethou couldett haye no help, nor 'becauſe 
it was not offered thee; but becauſe: thou :didewilfully retuſe it. - Bur, 
poor Creature, my heartevenakes for thee, and loth I am to leaye thee 
in this wretched, dull; diſtracted cemper:;; wherein if Death, that isnow 
ſo buſie abroad, ſhould find thee, thou arrundone for ever, Oh that yer 
I could ſpeak fomething that would niake thee feel and fear. Tell me then, 
thou who art now ſo bold and reſolute, ſo ſottiſh and careleſs, Doſt thou 
not think thou ſhalt.dye > Why, what wilt thou do then? Think on it, 
and think again, I befeech thee; Is it hot great odds, bat the Contagion 
may ſhorcly-reach thee ? What courſe wilt thon then take, when thoy 
ſhalt ſee the Tokens of God _ thee?. Which way wilt thoulook, or 
what wilt thou do for help?. Then go to the ſins thou haſt loved ſodear- 
{y, and ſee what comfort they will afford, Now call for a Cup, or a 
Whore; Neverbe daunted- man, ; Shall one of thy courage quail, that 
.couldſt have mockt at the lg mers 60 the Almighty. God! What ſo 
boon and jolly-but now, andnow down -ith* mouth? Here's a ſudden 
change indeed ! Where arethy Companions ? All led> Where arethy 
darling pleaſures ? All forſaken thee ! What will thy Bags, and Bills,and 
Bonds, do thee no good ? : Why ſhouldeſt thou be dejeted > Thou art a 
man of, Worſhip, perhaps a Lord, or a Knight, or Gentleman, go chear 
thy ſelf, review<ly good Purchaſes, think oÞthiy high Titles, and rich 
Revenues | Go Gallants, get to your Glaſs: and Curle;, Pairit 


and Spot, Deck and Adorn you, 2s you were wont? Whar, do'you' rake 
no pleaſure to view yourPale faces ? Do your hearts ſink within you like 
a ſtone ? Why how now poorcreature, what hath the world l:ft rhee ? 


The world choudidſt fo dearly love, that: Heaven was bur a trifle to-it! 
What, haſt thou miſplac*t thy heart on a treacherons. Friend; that fails 
thee in thy greateſt need ? Muſt thou now all in ſilence and ſadneſs groah 
forth thy wretched: Soul into ar.other world > Now, now wretch, :what 
harh thy ſin-:and careleſsneſsbrought thee to. ? Now where is thy. life of 
mirth and ſport.?. What wile thou do row,when'thy own comforts have 
left,chee, and God loathsthee, and caſts our thy Death-bed howlings with 
diſdain ? What doſt begin to call upon -hini now? Doſt think a few good 
words ſhall ſerve thy turn? Read fer. 2.28. Go get thee to thy own gods, 
Say notI would drive thee to 
M deſpair, 


T. 4 - I . 


(82) 
deſpair ; no, I would ainprevent it ; and fo: mayſt thou; if thou 'wilc 
buc hearkenin'time ; and chaccime'sjuitnow; 'for:-Death is everi at thy 
back, and perhaps willtake thee up as ſoon as the Book's laid down. : 

But perhaps thouart one that think'ſt chy ſelf ſafe, and thar this no- 
_ thing belongs to thee, becauſe thou may*ſt be recovered from the ſickneſs, 
or por out of the reach of it; or it may be ſo abated, char thou doſt nor 
fear it , and thereforechauart ready foolifhly to cry with Apas , The 
bitterneſs if death #5 paſt';ibut oh be convine'cof thy amenable tocrith- 

_ neſs; tor. thou mayit yer:be hewinin pieces for all that. Read Amos 9.12, 
3,4, Andrell me whether God will not find thee our, Thou are run 
away from the City perbaps, bur not from thy ſin; and therefore thou 
carrieſt the Plague along with thee,which ſooner or later will break our. 
But.chough thoueſcapethe Plague, art thou rhen ſecure? Tf-thou canſt 
but on&livethis Mortality, doſtthou think all is well: then ? All danger 
over ? No, hold there, Sinner , God bath nor done with thee fo, believe 
it, the worltis yet to. come. Alas, man, Death, Judgment and Hell are 
behind ſtill. -- I, bur coming they are apace,and overtake thee ar laſt they 
will, eyen all of them, if thou lookinot about theein time. - Patch and 
iecc upthy mouldring Carkaſs as long as thop canſt ; and ſhift thee hi- 
A hee. from this diſeaſearchac; / but after all be affured , 7 ho» 
ſhalt dye. ; And after Death hartvdone ics work .opon thee, and the Judg- 
ment paſt, and Sentence executed, if thou 'then find all well with thee, 
boaſt, and ſpare not; bur rill che be ſilent; . Bur if yet thou arc fully 
bent to keep thy fin, let me beg thee to'think a lictle what is thae Hell 
thou art leaping into ; Oh think what the wrath, the flaming, unquench- 
able wrath of Godis, {Dot thou make apiſh atir? *Tis becauſe: thou 
art an Infidel, or haſt loffthy-wits. I know thou canſt not awhile to think 
of it now, thou haſt pleafanter things to rake up thy thoughts, than death 
and Hell, and therefore thou laugheſt and fingeſt, and merrily throweſt 
away thy hours, asif. no hurt was nearthee; whileſt chou ſtandeſt totrer- 
ing onthe very brink of the bottomleſs Pit! And all this while, how 
many Devils whom thou ſeeſt not, ſtand ſome gaping to receive thee,and 
ſome labouring to make thee ſure, and cill thee on? And mnltitudes of 
Deaths are waiting for a Commiſſion, any one of - them to thraſt thee in, 
and then farewell all hope for ever. -' 0% fprrd birt one honr or half an hoxr 
1n 4 day, inithe ſober thong ht; of | B —_— ad go onn fin if | thin cavſt. 
Good Readet, let me entrear'thee to this courſe; but if thou” cryeſt, 
T box haft ſomewhat elfe tr:do : Know, thou ſhalt ſhortly have nothing 
elſe to do, but to feel that whictr now thou wilt not be brought to think 
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counſel given thee once,if thou hadſt had the wit and the grace totake it” 
One moments experience ſhall at length convince chee more,than all thy 
hearing or reading would, Thou counteſt None, bamiee and Sword; 
Earthquakes, Thunder and Lightning, : terrible chings; oh chen what's 
Hell, the very dregs, the Ocean of . furie of which theſe are but ſmall 
drops? There it 1s that God will make the yerie power of his hotteſt 
intolerable wrath to appear,and in thoſe riyers of brimſtone, thoſe ſcorch- 
ing flames of his anger muſt thou lie down for ever:oh for ever,ever,man, 
think but awhile how. long is that. Might but the undone Soulsreturn,to 
deſcribe this place of tormentsto their old companions,what a Language 
ſhould we hear ? MUIR 0f Dives himſelf haye been ſent to his jovial 
Brethren, that little thought where their departed Brother was,nor what 
they themſelyes were having to, in what apaſſionate manner would he 
have beg'd them off from fin, that led to- all. that endleſs Woe | How 
would he haye diſturbed them, in the midſt of their merrimentsand feaſt- 
ings, and eyen have made their hearts to quake, and their hair ſtand an 
end with his terrible expreſſions 2: But, Reader,it thou art one,who wilt 
be frighened from Hell by.no deſcriptions, but of thoſe that have ſeen ir, 
thy feeling is like to prevent thy fear. . What ſay'ſt thou thenafter all ? 
Arc thou yet reſolyed to prepare for Death, and prevent Damnation, - or 
not ? If thou art, POFAA thou, that ever thou waſt born, but if thou 
ay no more, but eventakethy courſe;and when thou 
ſceleſt the event, then ſay, #/hether ſound Repentaxce, and an holy life, had 
not been a cheap ana eaſic, a gainful and happy way, to have prevented ever-- 
laſting miſery. But the good Lord have mercie upon thee,and work theſe 
convictions with power upon thy ſoul, whilſt they may do thee any. good. 
I ſhall finiſhall with a word or two to all thoſe that trule love and fear + 
the Lord: 0h Sirs,Ton that have known God,and areumterefſed in his favor, 
and are well acquainted at the T hrone of his Grace, to which you have oft in 
time of trouble and need made your reconrſe, and thence have rectzved ſea- 
{anable comfort and ſupply, All you towhom Prayer us no ftrange work, Now 
ariſe and betake your ſelves toGod with all ſeriouſneſs and ſpeed; Caſt your 
ſelves down befere him, bewailing your own ſins, and the fins of the Land. 
and lie in the gap toftop the farther proceedings of his wrath,that hemay not 
root us up from being a people ; nor yet ſo far give us off, that Wwe ſhould con- 


tinge to be a wicked and rebellious People;for then Deſtrubtion from the Lord 


will certainly bc our Portion. Strive With him to remove his Rod, but above 
all, to work thoſe ends whereto it,z5 appointed. ns Worry 
I have endeavoured to ſhew. you, and. your ſelves are ſenſible of it, 


what ſins we are ſuffering, for; Oh pray that eyerie abominable thing 
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ven, andhaye mercy, and eliabliſh his Zion a praiſe boch amongſt us,and 


\ 


may be caſt forth from amongſt Ain thoſe bleſſed works accompliſh'r, 
which woul4 make us in the eye of God and man a people glorious and 
happy. Beg carneltly that the Goſpel may be advanc't, Holineſs en- 
conraged, Wickedneſs ſuppreſt and puniſh'c, our Diviſions healed , thar 
from the Prince uponthe Throne, to the Beggarup9n the Dunghill,chere 
may be an effectual Reformarion of all we havedone amiſs, that we may 


yet find favour in the hy of God, and enjoy his refidence,and gracious 


preſence amongſt us, that he may delight in us, and rejoyce over us to | 
do us good. Both alone, andin Companies, as you have opportanirie, 
beſiege Heaven with your humble and affectionate prayers. God will 
not be dexf co your cry, he knows your voice, which comes from your 
very Soul; he will not rejed the Petitions you romp with pure hands . 
your prayers are his delight,all you that are his humble,uprighr ones: * Tis 
you mult now prevail, or we are and3ne, ' Though you may bea people, 
haced, derideJ and undervalued by thoſe amongtt whom you live, yer 
mu{t your interceſfions b2 accepted ontheir beb.:r, chrough our great 1n- 
rerceſſor, or elſe they are like ro periſh, *Tis you that muſt run with 
your Cenſers, and ftand betwixt the Living and+che Dead, thar- ſo the 
Plague miy be ſtayed, Iris the incenſe and- perfume of your prayers, 
that through Chriſt, muſt appeaſe an _ od, and clear an infetcd 
Air. Ttis not the Lip-ſerviceof the profane ſinner, or che formal Hy- 
pocrite, that will do usanie good; let his prayers be by hearc, or by rote, © 
within-book, or without, thit makes no great matter; bur it he be one 
whoſe heart is far from God, and whoſe lifeis a provocation to him, who. 
ſtill goes 6n in his (in, ler him be never ſo devour inthe Church, or on his 
knees, and roarand weep with never ſo much paſſion and noife , the 


' howling of 'a Dog isas acceptable to God, as ſuch hypocritical deyortion. 


Shall che rongue that was jult now Curſing and Swearing, come preſenc- 
lie and fall a praying, and think to be accepted ? Doth God delight to 
hear his Name taken tn vain, as theſe ſenſteſs finners do in their ſolemneſt 
ſervices ? No, no, but it isthe fervent prayer of you who are indeed 
Righteous, that's like to be eff-Ctual and prevailing. You have the ſpirit 
of ſupplication interceding within you, aſſiſting yoa with unutrerabte 
fighs andgroans; whether with a Form, or withour, makes not the dif- 
ference; and you have a powerful Advocate enforcing your Requelts : 
wherefore to God betake your ſelves, lie at his feer. Plead with him for 
Rulers and People, his Church and Miniſters, your Friends and Enemies, 
City and Countrey, your Towas and Families. and for your own Souts : 
Follow him dxy and nigitt, and give himno reſt; tillhe ſhall hear in Hea- 
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And be exhorted alſo now to lay about you all you can, 
ning and convincing of the poor creatures thatare near y Ten 
"fe 
a 


may not find cheir Souls unready; If you be ih places where Qi 
- on 1s, or is dailie {ezr'd, improve fucha time wicl! ignorant an@ % 
ones; manie may be willing co hear you now, who would have's)e? 
at ſerious Diſcourſe a few dyes ſince. When they begin to loo? © 
Death as a real ching, and not far off, the fears of it will a little cure \ | 
of, their diſtractions ; and chey't no-longer take Heaven and Hell for jet 
ing matters, ' This is nor a time, Sits' to'beaſhamed of Religion; now, 
if. ever, Holineſs will be in requeſt;and/boldlicſhew. it ſelf. Afﬀerd your 
Neighbours then all the helps youcan for their precious ſouls, Go to' thezr 
Hoſes, and lend them good Books, and diſcourſe of thoſe matters that Joru 
may eaſily perceive do moſt concern [ying men : And let that be your di- 
reQion for the fucurein this work 3 which'] would never haye.you ceaſe, 
whilſt your ſelves, andthoſe abort yoo, aretaorcal men, whoſe Eternity 
either of happincſs or woe, depends upon their welt or i!! improvement 
of this uncertain moment. . Ie 9 FETCH): 
Ad Laſtlie, All you Holie Souls, be encouraged chearfullie:' and con- 
fidentlie to receive the Sentence of Death within'your ſelves.Ler yourſpi- 
rits revive within you, when youſhallfe: the Waggons thar come to ferch 
you to your 7oſeph,even your Lord; whois gone before to preparea place 
for you. Let thoſe char trave lived eſtranged from God, carel=fs of his 
Service, mad of the-Wortd, and running after their pleaſures, ler them 
be dejected at the News ef Dying ' the fad News, that they muſt l:ave 
all cheir Treaſures,and theirJoyes,and be-carried into a ſtate they thoughe 
not of, nor prepared for, there-'to be reckoned with for their worldlie, 
looſe, agd jollie Lite, and to bear'the effe&tsof their follie for ever.” - Bur 
all you to whom Sin hath been a burden; aniRefgion your work and 
pleaſure; whoſe hearcs have been taken up with Go dealings with man- 
kind, and deeplie affeRed with his myſterious Lovein Chriſt; - who: have 1 
taken it for the buſineſsof your Lives;to work out your falyationi Ina 
word, who have choſen God for your portion; and lov'd him more thin 
all chings her2 be!ow; and cloſed with Chriſt as your onlie Saviour,to de- 
liver you boch from Sin and Hell,and have'taken the Holie Spiric for your 
SanRifier and Guide; 'not allowing yourſelvesin known ſin, bur labour- 
ing in all chings reapprove yourſelves to God, Now lift up your heads, 
and comfort yourthearrs, when'youſeerheday of Dearh approach. Lec 
not Carnal ones Ryo difmay*d, for this will take chem ſa; pect Religi- 
on to beafancie; ſo much doth it contradi& your Profeſſioa, and dif 
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grace both it and you. | 0 
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Nor 2 king of Death by whith you may be ſent for hence, bepre. 
tend: dy ground of your trouble and fear. Why ſhould, por. God. 
B es, Ur Dearh for-you, agwell a$2ll other things And ler ir. be of 

what will, you have very great reaſan quietyto-ſubmic rolic.. Let, 
).: be welcome and there 1s. nothing. inaPlagye;chat can hurc you,, 
cd daunt you. Bevery fenſible of Gods hand row ftretcht. our 
inſt us, and io far manifeſt a reverence and awe; and with a reliance 
a him, uſe all due means for ſelf-prefervation., . But far, your. ſelves,, 
dread nota Plague, nor -any'thing.1t-ean do upon you; "ic can bur kill 
your Bodies, and help your Souls'gut:of ;their priſons, and-is. there any 
hurtin that ? Let the Spots when'yon fee them, be regarded by you, as 
no other then Tokens of your Fathers love, which he hath ſent co. ſhew 
he is mindful of you, and hach now ſent to fetch you nearer to himſelf : 
What though ic be a rough Meſſenger, as Jaylours uſe to be, yet the Meſ- 
ſage may well make you ey with ſmiles; If it came to lead, 
you forth to Executionindeed, you might well cremble;, though not ſo. 
much for its ſelf, as the errand it came on. Oh the ſtark - of thoſe, 
blind aud miſerable ones, that are afraid of a Plague, and not of Hell; that 
.runaway from the Sickneſle, and runon in Sin?Bur talk not you of loath-. 
ſome Sores? Why Sirs, dothey, go atly-deeper than your fleſh? Let thoſe. 
that hive made their Carcaſles:theijx:.care,' be troubled for this?” Why ; 
what haveyou any thing more for your. bodies to do? Any. fervice for: 
- which you ſhall need them ? And need you c:re, how the old clothes are- 
rent and torn, ſo long as you ſhall never wear, nor need them more? Part: 
willingly with your rags, you haye clothes a making, which ſhall ſoon. 
ſilence your complaints, - | Swell, and break, and flink fleſh if thou wilr,. 
I ſhall not betroubled with thee long ? When thou proſpereſt moſt then | 
- wm I wasat the worſt, thou haſt been ſo much my enemy, that I cannot bur 
BOWL. rejoyce in thy ruines ? If my tongue muſt needs complain, and my ſighr, 
==. and fmell be offended with my ſelf, all chis ſhall not reach ay hearc?Whac. 
In care I for thy Sores and Pains, ſo __ my Souls in health': Go make. 
haſt, and get thee to thy Graye,and here turn to Rottenneſs and Filth ?. 
I pity: thee; not, nor will ever ſympathize with chee more. ' * 
Nor yet complain of the Suddenneſle of this Death Leave this to. 


, 


them that would ſerve God, when they had nothing elſe to do, that pur. 


us I * 


off all to a Lord hayeMercie upon me; and a few good Prayersat their 


$i -0Y laſt gaſp. But what Death can be ſudden war pen are not unptepa- 
_-, red for Death , but have made itthe buſi of your lives, tofit your, 
= ſelyesfor it ? | F; FA | 
Fl Nor let this be your trouble that your Friends forſake you, and are all 


43 x afraid 
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aFaid ro come nigh you.'- Why (82. zuſd:you have-them do,” they 
cannot rebuke your-Diſcaſe, 'or delay your Death, ordoingtany thing for - 
you in the world you are goingto;-nor doyort need they thould, Coun- 
AF hope you have given chem in time of Health, and therefore it may 
thetefle crouble you, that you cannot ſpeak ro ghem now. Totake a 
ſolemn leave of them, is a poor formality, to trouble the thoughts of a 
dying man. Whatever help they couldafford, you'l quicklie be-palt all 
need of it, or them:- Bear the want of their companie or aſſiſtance a day 
- or two, and you willnever deſire, or want it more.” Wherefore'chear 
up:;your Spirits, and be not caſt down, but to the-Rock of Ages berake 
your ſelves, who neyer fail'd you, nor ante that placed their confidence in 
him, . hee's a preſent help in time of crouble-; hee*l come into you when 
y_ doorsare ſhut op, heel ens og beds:(ide; when no other 
riend dare. Now Sirs, what's your God, your Saviour worth ? A God 
£0 ſupport you, when the world ils you ;-A Saviour to relieve you, when 
you leave the world, ' Now is not at holy hife comfortable to-your re- 
view? Do you naw repent of the eoſt and pins you have been ar, or 
the ſufferings'you have utider-gone for God'# Was itydt worthwhile to 
RoORAgl and wondered at for your holie diligetice; which laid jn ſtore 
for ſuch a day as this, and brings you ſupport, when the hearts of others 
ſink for fear ? Now Sirs, you are come tothe end of your Pilgrimage , 
_ the Coons for day is come. Sin and Satan,'the world and the 
flefh, ſhall never trouble you more for ever. *- Now ſhall your Prayers ar 
tengeh be all heard, your Complainings'ended, [your ExpeRitions and 
Longings ſatisfied, and accompliſhed. Chear up; chear'up, brave Souls, 
but one ſtep more, and chen you are at your Fathers honſe. ' Methinks 
I ſee the Arms of Chriſt ſtretcht out to receive you, ant Angels waiting w 
ro conduct you to his Arms. Fear not, nor be diſthaid, confidenclie re- #3 
_ ſign yout Souls to him, who laid down his life fot you.:- The-darkneſle A 
laſts but alitcle while,and preſentlie you will, come imo'the'openlight;oh 
the difference you willin a moment find, betwixt your dark and ſilent 
room, and the manſionthat ſhall be aſſigned yon in your Fathers houſe ! 
To which the ftatcheR Palace isa loathſom dungeon. Oh what Accla-- |} * 
mationsand Hallelojabs; whar crying, Holie, Holie, Holie! what Glori- Er 
ous Praifes,and loud noiſes What Crowns and Scepters,what Riches and 2 
Begncties, will jan guts eye bepreſenthe ſtricken wirh } So that you 
will be amazed, and wonder whether you are come, and whete yoybave 
beenall this while, that you never heard, nor ſaw theſe things before. So 
infinitelie will they exceed your higheſt thoughts, when Faith helpt you 
tothe cleareſt views, But all your ſtrangeneſfe and amazement will _ 
* _ * be 
c 


« 
% 


ES 


.- o 
bs P we > Ip 
. 
"V RNS : 's ad jb | Us 5 " 


4 ” v A... : 
= pn. > {Ba % 
g <S. þ 4 
% 3: SR LL 
I. et OE k 


. 


PI Yſai5Di.40 iſhpa Meu and foe chem, 7 This « A 
5 dikiook. revive you, Now anus in ſathe Lor "= 0 
by C8 <4 you,and4 qur Soulrhave _ 
Ys miles pon n you; all ther Ans 
$and-Saints: Breu welcome -: For his -beck.;2ad: pleafure it is - / 
£7 beef LO yorthailbe encredinto chat throng of Bleſſed Spt= © 
its,” Mts | hall their Employments be, their Priviledpes' Thal} be wAn E. 
-Thenſhaltyourpnderſtandiugh be. enlightened,-your affeRtions raiſed, 
aud all your eapacitigs widened, and all, be 6ll'd wich}fuitable trach. and. 
} gpodeete; ;the{atent;powers of- your ſouls, ſhall then be awakened.into  . * 
aj high Celia Lats Thenſhalt 20 ths gearer'coyour Saviour, that *-/ 
t his ie; and ſhall :cakterbe full irnits of bis _-- 
dear ind colllie love... then blefled Soul rhou ſhalrknowgpnd fee; © - + 
and feel, and.enjoy vary Ne; : brought asnear-to himas Ny _ Y 
| cur dleficd, and octive as.much from bimas thy -mattreiscapable.... The . 
Lord thy Redeemer-having by bis Blood and Spirit, accompliſhed bis: 7 
upgnabes, any fired thee for, wil lead; cheeintothe Fa- 
0610-400) ſhalcencer upon the fiate of eopſiant/'au 
>2n with him. And fall be always ſpending am Eterni 
neand Admiring his Excellencies and Glories, ;aviHit 
| ne warm-breathin 3 and out-goings of thy hearr- 
and intheraviſhgents of- beſt matualEove, and deareſt Coy 
M wixtrhy.enfarged Soul, and infinite eſfential-goodnefls;. 
of Loves, This thou ſhalt have, but whae this/i is; tho 
ut: ng cid ten: thou 0d times more e then L ang of 
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